
FREE
Presorted Standard

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CLEVELAND, OHIO

PERMIT 1354

Cleveland’s Near Westside NewspaperCleveland’s Near Westside Newspaper

Plain PressPlain Press
Vol. 41,  No. 4  April  2014

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, March 15, 2014, Vatican City League Ignati-
us Basketball Association Championship Game, St. 
Ignatius of Antioch School Gym, 10205 Lorain Ave: 
Tim Putka, of the North American College Bulldogs, 
focuses as he prepares to shoot a foul shot. 

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, March 17, 2014, St. Colman Church, 2027 W. 65th Street: Young 
members of the West Side Irish American Club play the fi fe and drum 
as they emerge from the mass at St. Colman ready to march in the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in downtown Cleveland. For many West Side 
Clevelanders, attending mass at St. Colman Church or St. Patrick’s 
Church on Bridge Avenue prior to the parade, is part of the St. Pat-
rick’s day tradition.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, March 17, 2014, St. Colman Church, 2027 W. 65th Street: Fife 
and drum players step out of the church doors after the St. Patrick’s 
Day Mass.

          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, March 17, 2014, St. Colman Church, 2027 W. 65th Street: Ready to march in the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on a crisp and cold wintry day, these colorfully dressed young women head down W. 65th after 
attending the St. Patrick’s Day Mass at St. Colman Church .

Ignatius Basketball Association offers young 
athletes lessons in teamwork & sportsmanship

At the Ignatius Basketball Asso-
ciation (IBA) Championship Night 
on March 15, 2014 at St. Ignatius of 
Antioch School at West Boulevard 
and Lorain Avenue eight teams 
faced off in championship games 
in the IBA’s four leagues that serve 
students from the 3rd to the 8th 
grades. Former IBA Athletic Director 
Rich Wild says the league, which is 

open to students from throughout 
the Greater Cleveland area, had 
over 260 grade school students 
from 30-35 parochial, private and 
public schools participating this year. 
Wild says the IBA provides a safe 
environment environment where 
students can learn teamwork and 
sportsmanship.

The Knights, coached by Jack 

Smith and Mark Ruddy won the 
Antioch League Championship 
Game by a score of 23-5 over the 
Tigers coached by Phil Swinder-
man. Teams in the Antioch League 
are made up of third grade boys 
and third and fourth grade girls. 
Six teams competed in the Antioch 
League for the right to go to the 
championship game.

In the Vatican League, which 
serves fourth and fi fth grade boys, 
the Gregorian Panthers, coached by 
Mike Hoag and Jim Gerrick, won a 
close contest over the North Amer-
ican College Bulldogs coached by 
Ryan Dackiewicz. The fi nal score 
was 22-19. Six teams competed in 
the Vatican League for the right to go 
to the championship game.

The Holy Cross Lady Crusaders, 
coached by Michelle Dreamer, 
Steve Hanigosky and Phil Swinder-
man, won the Girls Varsity League 
Championship Game over the 
Villanova Lady Wildcats, coached 
by Brian Kilbane, Jen Murphy, Kim 
Murphy and Maggey Urban. The 
fi nal score was 37 to 29. Four teams 
with students from fi fth to the eighth 
grade competed in the Girls Varsity 
League for the right to go to the 
championship game.

Holy Cross, coached by Mike 
Sweeney, won the Boys Varsity 
Championship game over Mar-
quette, coached by Devon Wood, 
Mike Murphy and Joe Wadowick. 
The fi nal score was 47-42. Eight 
teams made up of sixth, seventh 
and eighth grade boys competed for 
the right to play in the Boys Varsity 
Championship Game.

Members of the winning and 
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Trials For Hope helps to improve 
quality of life for those in need

Using donations and volunteer la-
bor, for the past four years Trials For 
Hope has been pursuing its mission 
“to encourage individuals struggling 
to get through the day to have a 
better quality of life… by assisting 
them with a few basic needs that 
are often taken for granted.” 

Trials For Hope founder Jonathan 
Gray has developed a community of 
supporters, donors and networked 
organizations that help with the 
mission and to whom he provides 
updates to on a weekly basis via 
email.

Gray says he started Trials for 
Hope when an organization he 
volunteered for lost funding for a 
program that helped to distribute 
toiletries to those in need. He took 
the left over items and helped to 
distribute them at community meals 
and shelters. In doing so he discov-
ered a need – and began to solicit 
donations of personal care items to 
put in packets to distribute to those 
in need in Lakewood and on the 
Near West Side of Cleveland. Gray 
says food stamps do not cover these 
personal care items and people on 
limited budgets were often forced to 
forgo personal care.

Trials for Hope now distributes 
up to 700 personal care packs a 
month. The personal care packs 

include: toothbrush, toothpaste, 
lotion, comb, soap, shampoo and 
conditioner. Gray says Trials for 
Hope volunteers gather at an apart-
ment he shares with his father in 
Lakewood to stuff the personal 
care packs and get them ready for 
distribution.

In the course of gathering dona-
tions Trials for Hope has developed 
a network of about 25 community 
organizations, schools and church-
es that help with donations and 
volunteers. Trials for Hope over the 
course of time become a clearing-
house. It helps to collect excess 
donations from some organiza-
tions and distributing them at other 
organizations or locations with a 
need. Trials For Hope in turn, helps 
recruit volunteers for organizations 
that donate excess goods to Trials 
For Hope.

Trials For Hope now rents a 
truck four days and pays a driver a 
stipend each week to help pick up 
and distribute donations. Trials For 
Hope, now in addition to distributing 
the personal care packs also is col-
lecting and distributing food, clothing 
and medical supplies.

The organization now is able to 
distribute up to 2,500 pounds of 
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, March 20, 2014, MetroHealth System Teen Health Clinic, Lincoln West High School, Mobile Unit 
in North Parking lot: MetroHealth Teen Health Clinic staff members (L-R) Lisa Ramirez, Phd, Psychologist; 
Melissa Lohr-Panzero, CNP; Alexsandra Caraballo, MPA; and Ana Valez, Hispanic Liaison.

On Thursday, March 20th in its 
third week of operation, the Metro-
Health Teen Health Clinic served a 
steady stream of students coming in 
for health care services. Clinic staff 
said most of the students it has seen 
in the fi rst few weeks of operation 
have come to receive physicals re-
quired to participate in school sports.

The clinic, housed outside the 
school in a trailer provided by the 
City of Cleveland, has four Metro-
Health staff members servicing 
Lincoln West students each Thurs-

day morning. In addition a City of 
Cleveland staff person helps to 
escort students to and from the 
trailer. MetroHealth staff said they 
expect to have a MetroHealth trailer 
in place for the start of next school 
year in August

The Teen Clinic, while accepting 
insurance if students have it, pro-
vides health care at no cost to the 
students. MetroHealth covers the 
cost of any insurance copays and 
helps families to sign up for health 
care coverage.

The clinic represents a step 
forward in providing community 
wraparound services to Lincoln 
West High School, one of the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District’s 
Investment Schools. Speaking at 
an Investment School meeting in 
February, Lincoln West High School 
Principal Dr. Irene G. Javier said 
she expects the MetroHealth Teen 
Clinic to help reduce absenteeism 
at the school by helping students to 
address both social-emotional and 
physical health issues.

MetroHealth opens Teen Health Clinic at Lincoln West High School

ART
TWO NEW SOLO EXHIBITIONS that 
use photography to explore the com-
plexities of narrative and perception 
are showing at the Transformer Station:  
Peckerwood: Photographs by Christian 
Patterson and SUPERBLACK: New Work 
by Jordan Tate. Tate Artist Dialogue: May 
1 at 7 pm.  For more information, visit 
www.christianpatterson.com., www.jor-
dantate.com,  www.TransformerStation.
org or call the Station at 216/938-5429.  
Always free, Transformer Station is open 
to the public on Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays from noon to 5:00 p.m. 
and Thursdays from noon to 8:00 p.m. 
at 1460 West 29th St.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
COLLEGE NOW offers Scholarship 
Assistance. If you are an adult whose 
education was interrupted but have 
obtained a high school diploma or GED, 
you may be eligible for assistance from 
the Adult Learner Program Scholarship 
Fund of College Now.  Application dead-
line is April 18th. Contact Financial Aid 
Specialist Elton Lytle at 216/635-0166.

FOOD ASSISTANCE
 THE CLEVELAND FOODBANK Ben-
efi t Counselors can help you apply for 
over 20 programs including SNAP (food 
stamps), prescription benefi ts, childcare 
vouchers, WIC, medical coverage, 
and other assistance programs.  If an 
individual makes less than $1,244 per 
month (gross), they may be eligible 
for assistance.  The income limit for 
a family of four is $2,551. Call and be 
screened and apply for assistance 
OVER THE PHONE at 216/738-2067 or 
Toll Free: 855/738-2067; or apply online 
at www.OhioBenefi ts.org

GARDENING AND WILDLIFE
FOR THE BIRDS AND THE BEES.  
Learn how to help feed local pollinators 
and birds, how to attract them to your 
yard, and what they do for our ecosystem 
in a class at the Lorain Branch Library 
on Saturday, April 12th from 3-4:30pm.  
Refreshments provided!
COMMUNITY WILDLIFE HABITAT 
CERTIFICATION. Get your home cer-
tified,  even if you live in apartment.  

Learn more on www.kiwieecovillage.
wordpress.com, email kiwie.ecovillage@
gmail.com or call Anna at 216/961-4242.
SEED LIBRARY allows you to “check-
out” a packet of seeds and “return” 
seeds from the best plant that you grow.  
Gardening and Seed Saving Workshops 
are held throughout the year.  Visit or call 
the Carnegie West Library at 1900 Fulton 
Rd. (216/623-6927),  Lorain Library at 
8216 Lorain Ave. (216/623-7011), or the 
Science & Technology Department, Main 
Library, Louis Stokes Wing, 3rd Floor, 325 
Superior Ave. (216/623-2932). Or logon 
to www.clevelandseedbank.org. 

GED PREP
FREE GED PREPARATION is available 
through Seeds of Literacy at 3104 West 
25th, 3rd Floor (near Clark Ave.).  One-
to-One Tutoring, Computer Training, 
Learning at you own pace, Relaxed at-
mosphere.  Call 216/661-7950 to enroll. 

GORDON SQUARE
BELT MAGAZINE EVENTS AT THE 
HAPPY DOG.  Hot Dog University is 
on the  2nd Tuesday of the month @ 
7:30 PM.  The topic for April 8 is War 
Photography and Truth. Belt Out is on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month @ 7:30 
PM in the Underdog. On  April 16, the 
subject will be Dave Giffels book release 
& signing for The Hard Way on Purpose: 
Essays from the Rust Belt.

HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE
HEAP APPLICATIONS TO CONTINUE 
UNTIL APRIL 15 as winter bills are still 
coming due.  To qualify for the Winter 
Crisis Program a household must be at 
or below 175 percent of the federal pov-
erty guidelines. For a family of four the 
annual income must be no more than 
$41,212.50.  Individuals in Cuyahoga 
County interested in receiving assistance 
must have a face-to-face interview with 
staff at the Council for Economic Oppor-
tunities in Greater Cleveland at 216/696-
9077 or the Cleveland Housing Network 
at 216/574-7100. Ohioans can call the 
toll-free hotline at 800/282-0880, Mon-
day through Friday (hearing impaired 
customers may dial 800/686-1557 for 
assistance) or visit energyhelp.ohio.
gov for more information 

LIBRARY
LEARN4LIFE CLASSES are free with 
your library card. Classes run for 6 weeks 
and new classes begin every month. 
Topics include accounting, computer 
applications, legal, and personal devel-
opment.  Call TechCentral at 216/623-
2980, visit http://www.cpl.org/Learn4Life  
or email learn4life@cpl.org.
SEW LORAIN classes are available for 
adults Monday, April 28 at 5pm and for 
children Monday, April 14 at 4:30pm.  
Learn how to sew and use a sewing ma-
chine at the Lorain Branch of the Cleve-
land Public Library at 8216 Lorain Ave.  
To register, stop in or call  216/623-7011.

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
AND TWEENS

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB for 6th-8th 
grade students is offered at Esperanza 
at  3104 West 25th Street Monday-Thurs-
day from 2:30-4:00pm, including dinner 
from 2:30-3:00pm.  Tutoring, homework 
help, mentoring available.  Call Kristina 
Haddad at 216/651-7178 or email her at 
Kristina@esperanzainc.org.
TWEEN TIME. School activities just for 
tweens, including book talks, games, 
crafts, sewing projects and more!  Every 
Wednesday @ 4:30 PM at the Lorain 
Branch Library.

PARENTING
NORTHEAST OHIO PARENT MAGA-
ZINE subscriptions are available FREE 
by logging onto NortheastOhioParent.
com/subscribe. 

SENIORS AND DISABLED 
A NEW HOTLINE to help for those 
60 and over and/or those with dis-
abilities from 18 - 59 years of age 
who are living in private residences 
connect with the social services 
they need.  Call 216/420.6700 or 
visit http://dsas.cuyahogacounty.us
LONELINESS AND ISOLATION: an 
informal discussion on broadening 
one’s social network in the golden 
years will be held at the West Side 
Community House at  9300 Lorain 
Ave. on Wednesday, April 23 from  
11am–noon.  Free. No registration 
required.

SIN TAX DISCUSSION
WARD 15 DEMOCRATIC CLUB AND 
COUNCILMAN MATT ZONE will host a 
Sin Tax (Issue 7) discussion on Saturday, 
April 5th at 10 a.m. - Noon at Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel Gym, 6968 Detroit Ave. 
Speakers for Sin Tax: Tom Yablonsky of 
Downtown Cleveland Alliance and  Marty 
McGann of Greater Cleveland Partner-
ship. Speakers Against: Alan Glazen, 
former advertising executive at fi rm that 
promoted the fi rst Sin tax campaign, and 
Peter Parkos, Coalition Against the Sin 
Tax organizer.

TAX REFUNDS
FREE TAX PREPARATION can be a 
gateway to fi nancial stability and service 
for thousands of working families. Most 
low-income families are eligible for a tax 
refund, which is their largest source of 
income all year, often one-fourth of their 
annual income. The Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) is largely responsible for 
making tax time so crucial. If your family 
earns $50,000 or less a year, you may 

qualify for refunds from $460 to $5800, 
depending on your familysize and yearly 
income!  Visit www.refundohio.org or 
call United Way at 2-1-1 to fi nd a FREE 
tax center near you.

YOUTH
BE SAFE. STAY OFF THE STREETS. 
Run with your feelings, not your feet.  
Under age 18?  Visit St. Paul’s Church, 
4427 Franklin Blvd (at West 45th) Thurs-
days and Fridays 7-9pm, log onto www.
stpaulcleveland.org or www.bjcb.org/
homeless-youth-program, or call the 
24/7 hour helpline 216/570-8010.  Co-
sponsored by Bellefaire JCBs, Street 
Outreach Program. 
TEEN AND YOUNG ADULT ADVO-
CACY PROGRAM is free for victims/
survivors of dating violence, domestic 
violence, stalking and sexual assault 
ages who are 13-24 years old. For more 
information, contact Megan Gergen at 
216/229-2420 ext 256 or mgergen@
dvcac.org, visit www.dvcac.org, or call 
the 24-hour helpline at 216/391-4357.
Y.O.U. SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOY-
MENT PROGRAM matches teenagers 
from Cuyahoga County, ages 14-18, to 
meaningful summer work experiences 
in the public, nonprofi t, and for-profi t 
sectors.  Visit http://www.youthopportu-
nities.org/ or call 216-566-5445.  Apply 
by April 4.
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Happy Easter!Happy Easter!
Our Neighborhood ChurchesOur Neighborhood Churches

Welcome You!Welcome You!

                 PHOTO COURTESY OF FOOD & WATER WATCH
March 10th Food & Water Watch activists stand with Ward 3 Councilman Joe Cimperman, Council President Kevin Kelly, Director Karen Butler of the Cleveland Department of Pub-
lic Health, and Mayor Jackson at Cleveland City Hall after Councilman Cimperman introduced a resolution calling for federal action on the issue of antibiotic overuse on factory 
farms. Cleveland City Council passed the resolution a week later at its March 17th meeting. Cleveland is the second city in the nation to pass such a resolution. In introducing the 
legislation, Cimperman said, “Antibiotic resistant bacteria are a pressing public health issue. It is about time we educate the public and make changes in the regulation of the 
practices that cause these issues. To slow the growth of antibiotic resistant infections and improve the health of Americans, we must ban the nontherapeutic use of antibiotics on 
a state and national level.” To celebrate the passage of the legislation, Food and Water Watch will be hosting a Town Hall Forum and potluck on Thursday, April 3rd from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at Trinity Commons, 2230 Euclid Ave.

LETTERSLETTERS
Clevelanders asked to take 
a stand against child abuse
To the editor:

As of the writing of this letter, the 
heating situation at Lincoln West 
is still not resolved. The district 
claims it is waiting for parts. It has 
been one month since the board 
approved the funds to make the 
repairs. Because of this children are 
still being subjected to temperatures 
from 50 to 88 as they move from 
room to room. This heat situation 
at LW presents a clear and present 
danger to the health and education 
of the children.

For a mere $24,000, this child 
abuse could have been avoided. 
The district knew of this abuse and 
chose not to it attempted to lessen 
the abuse by turning the heat on 
and off which really made the matter 
worse and by moving classes to the 
halls, which threatened the stability 
and security of children’s education.

It should be noted that because 
of the extent of the problem many 
rooms could not move, most 

continued on page 4 continued on page 4 



Harvey A. Snider, Esq. 
Board Chair

William M. Denihan

Supported by Cuyahoga County Health & Human Services Funding

Death by heroin overdose now exceeds death by car accidents and homicides. 
It’s everyone’s problem affecting your city and your suburb. 

Addiction often begins with dependence on prescription painkillers.

If you are even thinking about trying heroin, or using, 
or know someone who is addicted,

call Cuyahoga County’s 24-Hour Hotline 
at 216-623-6888 or visit www.adamhscc.org.
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, January 24, 2014; Trials For Hope fundraiser, Lakewood Christian Church, 12501 Lake Avenue: 
Trials for Hope volunteers help to cook and serve food at the fundraiser. Funds raised help provide those 
in need with toiletries, food and medical supplies. Kitchen volunteers shown include Jonathan Gray, Carl 
Halenar, Mark Kaselak, Dylan Gerboc, Karl P, and Kenny Parks.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, March 15, 2014, Vatican City League Ignatius Basketball 
Association Championship Game, St. Ignatius of Antioch School Gym, 
10205 Lorain Ave: Adrian Fallon brings the ball down the court for the 
Gregorian Panthers. The Panthers won the Vatican City League (4th 
and 5th grade boys) Championship Game by a score of 22-19.

notably the special education and 
medically fragile because of their 
equipment needs had no option. The 
administration knew of this in May of 
2013 and felt this level of child abuse 
was acceptable since it would cost 
$24,000 to repair.

LETTER
The principal, who had $126,000 

in investment school money and 
to date has a balance of $60,000, 
could have used $24,000 to end the 
child abuse and chose to protect the 
money instead. I made the board 
aware of the abuse on 12-17-2013. 
The district fi nally started repairs on 
only 1 of 3 units, the unit servicing 
the special education rooms. One 
could only assume that this unit 

was chosen because failure to 
do so would generate the most 
indefensible lawsuits. Finally at the 
board meeting of 2-25-2014 the 
CEO and board guaranteed that the 
remaining 2 units would be repaired 
and the child abuse would stop.

This situation typifi es the major 
problem with education in this city 
as well as the nation. Why didn’t the 
district resolve this problem? Why 
did the parents allow this abuse of 
their children? Why did the teachers 
allow this abuse? Why didn’t the 
principal use the investment school 
money to stop the abuse? Why did 
it take the board over 2 months 
to intercede? Where were the 
community groups, child advocates, 
who are at LW on regular basis? All 

CHILD ABUSECHILD ABUSE
continued from  page 3continued from  page 3

continued on page 5continued on page 5

vegetables per month to treatment 
centers, seniors and the homeless; 
give 70 food bags per month to 
shut-ins and people in need and 
distributes donated medical supplies 
to those with a need.

In the course of its work Trials For 
Hope is also helping to give back to 
organizations that have helped its 
mission. Gray says St. Herman’s 
House of Hospitality has generously 
donated goods and food when they 
have more than they can use. In 
turn, Trials For Hope has helped re-
cruit volunteers from nearby Edna’s 
House to volunteer to serve a meal 
one day a week at St. Herman’s.

Trials For Hope continues to 

expand its services in respond to 
need. It recently started to distribute 
personal care packs to families with 
children when the need was discov-
ered among families participating in 
Denison UCC’s programs. Denison 
UCC is one of the churches that has 
helped Trials for Hope with volun-
teers and donations. 

Trials For Hope has also col-
laborated with Restored Paths 
Ministry to visit homeless camps to 
distribute personal care packs and 
other items.

Gray says seniors at the Western-
ly Apartments have begun donating 
blankets they make. 

To keep its mission going, Trials 
For Hope is dependent on fundrais-
ers, sponsors and donations. Gray 
hopes to recruit more sponsors. He 

would like to be able to add wash-
cloths to the toiletry bags, and offer 
toilet paper to those who need it. 
More volunteers are also needed 
to help with the camp outreach 
ministry.

Long-term goals for Trials For 
Hope include securing a space they 
can call home, getting a secretary, a 
grant writer, a treasurer and a board 
of trustees.  Currently, the program 
is a nonprofit program with St. 
Paul’s Community Outreach Center 
serving as its fi scal agent. For more 
information about the program, to 
volunteer, or become a sponsor, call 
Jonathan Gray at 216-296-3374.  
You can also visit the program on 
Facebook at: Trials For Hope, or go 
to the website at: TrialsForHope.
Weebly.com.

TRIALS FOR HOPETRIALS FOR HOPE
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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QUALITY HEALTHCARE  
FOR ALL… IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD!

New patients welcome – all ages!

› Care for children from infants to teens
› Women’s health services 
› Primary care

Se habla Español!

nfpmedcenter.org

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!
3569 Ridge Rd. (at Ridge & Denison)  •  216.281.0872

2358 Professor Ave. (in Tremont)  •  216.334.2800

6412 Franklin Blvd. (corner of W. 65th St.)  •  216.961.2090

NEW! 14037 Puritas Ave. (in Puritas Park Plaza)  •  216.928.1950

It’s as easy as 1-2-3!
Schedule your FREE 
appliance  pick-up.
We pay you $50.
You save up to $150 
 a year on utility bills!

Call 855-695-5296 or visit  

Recycling
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, March 17, 2014, St. Colman Church, 2027 W. 65th Street: Netta 
Norcia and her Great Grandson Sammy Cooper, age 5, are celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day together.

         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, March 15, 2014, Antioch League Ignatius Basketball Association Championship Game (3rd grade 
boys and 3rd and 4th grade girls), St. Ignatius of Antioch School Gym, 10205 Lorain Ave: Kate Boland of the 
Knights plays defense as Asia Reese of the Tigers maneuvers to get open.

of those, who claim to protect the 
children, tolerated this abuse of the 
children. If anyone of these child 
protectors had stood and refused 
to allow this abuse to continue the 
children and their education would 
still not be suffering.

There are many more cases of 
abuse, which have occurred and 
continue to occur, not only at LW, but 
throughout the district. If you truly 
want to improve the education of the 
children then you must never tolerate 
the systemic abuse of the children. 
You must stand, be visible, be vocal, 
and never quit. Just consider what 
the action of one person standing 
alone refusing to tolerate child abuse 
has accomplished.

Which brings me to the best kept 
secret of child abuse in the city 
and one of the biggest betrayals 
of the voters. In 1995, in order to 
garner voter support for parking, 
admissions, and motor vehicle 
leasing taxes to improve, renovate, 
and maintain the football stadium, 
the city promised to use a portion 
of those taxes for the children of 
Cleveland. At that time, the amount 
was established to be $2 million 
per year. In 2009 the mayor and 
the district conspired to reduce the 
promised funds to $1 million with full 
approval of city council.

You should note that the $1 million 
loss to the children represents an 
increase for the football stadium. 
According to the Ordinance (1025-
A-95), a joint board of the mayor, the 
CEO and the council president must 

meet to draft a new agreement to 
generate a new ordinance for council 
approval. The district must generate 
a report showing the success of the 
program. Those reports have stated 
the great improvement in GPA’s and 
attendance of the students involved 
in the program.

Instead of restoring and increasing 
the funds to this promised successful 
program, all involved choose the 
needs of the football stadium over 
the needs of the children. That, my 
friends, is child abuse. I, as well as the 
managing editor of this paper, have 
waited months for a response from city 
council. Why? You should note that 
it is fast approaching the time for the 
joint board to meet to generate a new 
agreement. It will take a concerted effort 
by citizens in a short amount of time to 
restore and increase the funds diverted 
from the children for the improvement 

of the stadium. Demand a response 
from your council member as to their 
position. Question the media about why 
they have not covered this travesty. But 

most of all stand against this blatant form 
of child abuse.

Gene Tracy, Concerned Citizen

CHILD ABUSECHILD ABUSE
continued from page 4continued from page 4
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, March 20, 2014, Fulton Branch, Cleveland Public Library, 
3545 Fulton Road: Students from afterschool program of The Salvation 
Army’s Ohio City branch participate in a science program taught by 
staff of the OSU Extension Service. Charles Van Leer III, age 9, cuts 
up pieces of newspaper and paper towel to place in a plastic bag with 
some topsoil. The students are participating in an experiment to see 
how well various substances break down when composted.     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN

Thursday, March 20, 2014, Fulton Branch, Cleveland Public Library, 
3545 Fulton Road: Students from afterschool program of The Salva-
tion Army’s Ohio City branch participate in a science program taught 
by staff of the OSU Extension Service. Jecely Torres, age 12, proudly 
shows a plant she grew from a seed that is now just starting to sprout.

Students in Salvation Army’s after school program 
learn science with CWRU & OSU Extension Service

Some of the older students from 
the Salvation Army’s Ohio City 
Branch’s afterschool program on 
Clark Avenue are participating in 
a three-part science program this 
year. In the fi rst part of the school 

year before the Christmas holiday 
the students received instruction 
in science from Case Western Re-
serve University staff. In the second 
half of the school year the students 
are journeying to the Fulton Branch 

of the Cleveland Public Library on 
Thursdays after school to participate 
in a weekly program run by the Ohio 
State University (OSU) Extension 
Service.

On Thursday, March 20th, OSU 
Extension Service instructor Jac-
queline Kowalski engaged students 
in a lesson about composting.  Each 
student was given three plastic see 
through plastic bags fi lled with top-
soil. In the fi rst bag they were asked 
to mash up a small tomato and 
some spinach into the topsoil. In the 
second bag students mixed into the 
topsoil some fi nely cut up pieces of 
newspaper and paper towels. In the 
third bag they placed cut up pieces 
of a Styrofoam cup. 

Instructor Kowalski asked stu-
dents to speculate on which bag of 
compost would break down earli-
est. She asked what material they 
thought would take the longest to 
break down. Would the paper towel 
or newspaper take longer to break 
down? Would the tomato seeds start 
to sprout in the compost bag?

Kowalski collected the students’ 
compost projects and promised 
to bring them back in a week so 
students could observe how the 
materials were breaking down. 

Students then were asked to 
check cups on the window seal 
where they had planted seeds and 
watered them in previous classes. 
The students joyfully showed off the 
sprouts that were beginning to come 
up through the soil in their cups. 
Kowalski promised to bring some 

larger pots and some soil the next 
week so students can transplant 
their small plants into larger pots.

Kowalski says science curriculum 
(designed for ten weekly sessions) 
the students are studying is from 
the OSU Extension service. She 
says another session is planned for 

this summer when a retired teacher 
will teach an Ohio State University 
Extension science curriculum to the 
Salvation Army summer program 
students.

 Tend-R-Lean Steak Co. 
closes its Lorain Ave Store
   Thirty-seven years after he started 
working at Tend-R-Lean Steak Com-
pany, owner Marty Kreinberg has 
decided to close down the company 
and sell the building at 7106 Lorain 
Avenue. Kreinberg said he had been 
negotiating with a potential buyer for 
the business, but the sale did not 
materialize.

Kreinberg will continue to work in 
the neighborhood selling wholesale 
meat to restaurants and groceries 
while working for Shaker Valley 
Foods on W. 67th Place in the Stock-
yard neighborhood. For over 20 
years, Tend-R-Lean Steak Company 
has advertised on the back page 
of the Plain Press offering readers 
prepackaged frozen meat at whole-
sale prices.
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Thursday, February 27, 2014, Detroit Shoreway Community Development Organization Annual Meeting, 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church Hall, W. 69th and Detroit Avenue: (L-R) Ward 15 Councilman Matt Zone 
congratulates Michael Webster the winner of the Sustainability Award. Webster worked to create a com-
munity garden at W. 63rd & Bridge Avenue.

Thursday, February 27, 2014, Detroit Shoreway Community Development Organization (DSCDO) Annual 
Meeting, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church Hall, : (L-R): State Senator Michael Skindell (D-23), State Repre-
sentative Nickie Antonio (D-13), Irene Catlin Leadership Award Recipient Barbara Reynolds, and Ward 15 
Councilman Matt Zone. DSCDO 
honored Reynolds with the Irene 
Catlin Leadership Award. Reyn-
olds is involved with the Com-
munity Involvement Committee, 
the North Shore Block Club and 
organizes an annual Spelling Bee 
for neighborhood children.

PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 
for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
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count the words and mail a 
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ad to the Plain Press, 2012 W. 
25th #500 Cleveland, OH 44113. 
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com.

Detroit Shoreway Community Development 
Organization celebrates 40th annual meeting

 On February 27th, Detroit Shoreway 
Community Development Organization 
(DSCDO) celebrated its 40th Annual 
Meeting. 

As is custom, the awards ceremony, 
was the major focus of the meeting. 
Councilman Matt Zone presented the 
Sustainability Award to Michael Webster 
for his involvement in creating a neigh-
borhood garden at W. 63rd and Bridge 
Avenue. Detroit Shoreway Community 
Development Organization Chairman 
Joe Tegreene presented the Irene Catlin 
Award to Barbara Reynolds for leader-
ship and service to the neighborhood. 
Reynolds is involved with the DSCDO 
Community Involvement Committee, 
North Shore Block Club and organizing 
a Spelling Bee for neighborhood children

State Senator Michael Skindell and 
State Representative Nickie Antonio 
presented the Community Spirit Awards. 
Earl Moats and Dan Carcioppolo of the 
Edgewater Hill Block Club were honored 
for their efforts to control graffi ti in the 
W. 76th Street tunnel. Lisa Hawkins was 
honored for her participation in Friends 
of Gallagher School. Her efforts includ-
ed organizing a school cleanup. Jason 
Bristol was honored for his efforts at 
nuisance abatement, which resulted in 
three properties being demolished and 
one renovated in the area around W. 54th 
and Bridge Avenue. Jessica Serio was 
honored for her work as a neighborhood 
ambassador, welcoming people to the 
neighborhood at special events.  Jen-

ny Spencer was honored for her work 
with the Franklin Blvd/Wakefi eld Block 
Club and Friends of Gallagher School. 
Carolyn Samstag was honored for her 
volunteer work with the West Clinton 
Block Club and the Gordon Square 
Farmers’ Market.

Senator Skindell and Rep Antonio also 
presented a Neighborhood Improvement 
Award to the owners of Toast for their 
storefront renovation and opening of a 
restaurant at W. 65th just north of Detroit .

County Council Representative Dale 
Miller presented a number of Neighbor-
hood Improvement Awards. Westlake 
Capital Management was honored for 
their work on properties on W. 67th and 
W. 69th. The Roberts family was honored 
for the rehab of their home for three 
generations at 7105 Clinton Ave. Daryl 
Anderson was honored for restoring a 
property on W. 54th and for his help with 
refugee families; L.A.N.D. Studio was 
honored for their work on the planning 
and completion of the W. 76th Street 
Bike/Pedestrian Tunnel. Allyson Fink 
and Trevor Clatterbuck were honored 
for their work restoring a house at 6005 
Bridge Avenue.

Former DSCDO Executive Director 
Bill Whitney announced the election of 
new board members and the passage 
of some bylaw changes. Following the 
announcement, Executive Director Jeff 
Ramsey showed a video celebrating 
DSCDO’s 40 years of service to the 
neighborhood.

BLOG
WHO HAS THE POWER RADIO 
NETWORK: blogtalkradio.com/
whohasthepower. We strive to 
empower every aspect of your life. 
Visit whohasthepowershow.com 
for our full broadcast schedule and 
more.

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
TREASURES FROM OUR ATTICS 
SALE at Franklin Circle Christian 
Church, 1688 Fulton Rd., 9 a.m. – 
3 p.m. on Fri., May 23rd and Sat., 
May 24th. 216-781-8232. http://www.
franklincirclechurch.org/.
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  
Furniture, clothing, baby needs & 
more. First Saturday Dollar Bag,10 
a.m. - Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Cal l 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Client Service Center: 216-432-
0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.

FOR SALE
BO-FLEX:  $500.00. 216-409-7426

IMPROVE SOCIETY
Help to improve our society. 
Read and heed Deuteronomy 
28 of the King James Version. 
Act by supporting a theonomic 
constitutional amendment.

SERVICES
A A A - A r k  PA I N T I N G  A N D 
HANDYMAN SERVICE: interior 
paint ing,  porches and home 
maintenance, 23 yrs. experience. 
Please call for an estimate. Leave a 
message with your name and phone 
number at (216) 272-2783, or
 aaa_ark@yahoo.com.
GET YOUR MOWER READY! 
Lawnside Mower Service: 216-
312-0252.
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, March 15, 2014, Antioch League Ignatius Basketball Associ-
ation (IBA) Championship Game (3rd grade boys and 3rd and 4th grade 
girls), St. Ignatius of Antioch School Gym, 10205 Lorain Ave: (L-R) Kate 
Boland an Mary McEwen celebrate the Knights’ victory in the Antioch 
League IBA championship game.

Saturday, March 15, 2014, Ignatius Basketball Association (IBA) Awards 
Ceremony(L-R) IBA Coaches Alan E. DeWerth and Stephen E. Hani-
gosky were honored with Lifetime Achievement Awards.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, March 15, 2014, Girls Varsity League Ignatius Basketball 
Association Championship Game, St. Ignatius of Antioch School Gym, 
10205 Lorain Ave: Jenine Saba of the Holy Cross Lady Crusaders 
drives past Villanova Lady Wildcats defender Oceannay Davis on her 
way to the basket. The Lady Crusaders won the championship game 
by a score of 37-29.

Saturday, March 15, 2014, Boys Varsity League Ignatius Basketball 
Association Championship Game: Delshawn Jackson of the Marquette 
team goes to the line to take a foul shot. The score in the contest was 
close throughout with Marquette holding a slim lead late in the game 
when Jackson fouled out. Without his defensive presence, Holy Cross 
surged ahead to win the championship by a score of 47-42.

PHOTO BOTTOM RIGHT:
Saturday, March 15, 2014, Girls 
Varsity League Ignatius Basket-
ball Association Championship 
Game, St. Ignatius of Antioch 
School Gym, 10205 Lorain Ave: 
Members of the Holy Cross Lady 
Crusaders with their coaches 
after receiving their champion-
ship trophies. Team members 
are: Alyssa Dolan, Serena Saba, 
Jenine Saba, Grace Hoch, Maggie 
Wagner, Jocelyn Helmick, Alay-
sha Iwayis, Alandia Strong, and 
Abigail Staniszewski. The coach-
es are: Michelle Dreamer, Steve 
Hanigosky and Phil Swinderman.

runner up teams all received tro-
phies from the IBA. In addition the 
IBA honored All-Stars, and most 
valuable players in the Vatican and 
Boys and Girls Varsity Leagues. 
There was a three way tie for Most 

Valuable Player in the Vatican City 
League, the three players named 
were: Malcolm Ruffi n of the Eagles, 
Jamie Peterson of the Bulldogs and 
Connor Goodall of the Panthers. Ja-
lecia Benz of Villanova was named 
Most Valuable Player in the Girls 
Varsity League and Aymin Bahhur 

of Holy Cross was named the Most 
Valuable Player in the Boys Varsity 
League.

The IBA also honored players for 
their academic achievement. Over 
eighty students were listed in the 
Championship Program Book for 
achieving Academic First or Second 
Honors at their respective schools. 
In congratulating the players for their 
academic achievement, IBA Athletic 
Director Patrick McDaniel said, “You 
have shown that the most important 
aspect of being a student/athlete is 
being a student. Keep up the hard 
work in the classroom and you will 
go far!”

In addition to honoring the play-
ers, the IBA presented awards to 
several coaches. Coach Alan “Big 
Al” DeWerth and Coach Stephen 
E. Hanigosky were both honored 
with lifetime achievement. Each of 
the two men, long time parishioners 
at St. Ignatius Parish, have volun-
teered as coaches and mentors 
to the youth of the Saint Ignatius 
Community for over 50 years.

DeWorth, an Almira Avenue resident, 
began volunteering as a coach at St. 
Ignatius parish in the 1960s. He was 
involved in all the school sports – foot-
ball, track, basketball, baseball and even 
volleyball as a player on the Holy Name 
Society’s men’s team. DeWorth’s three 
children attended St. Ignatius Elementa-
ry School and participated in its sports 
programs.

Hanigosky, a 1963 graduate of St. 
Ignatius Elementary School, became 
involved in the parish sports programs 
while attending High School at West 
Tech. Hanigosky, while taking some time 
out to earn graduate and post graduate 
degrees on his route to becoming a 
teacher in the Cleveland schools, contin-
ued to be active as a coach and mentor 
in the league. Hanigosky’s three children 
all played in the parish sports programs.

Two men were also inducted into the 
St. Ignatius of Antioch Sports Hall of 
Fame. Peter “Bob” Lungo was honored 
posthumously for his service as a coach 
in the parish’s intermural leagues in the 
1960s and 1970s. Lungo’s Niagra teams 
were powerhouses in the intramural 
leagues. Raymond Szczepaniak, class 
of 77, was honored for both his prowess 
as a player in the IBA league and as a 
coach. Szczepaniak, who as a “walk-on” 
at Kent State University earned a bas-
ketball scholarship and became a starter 
on the KSU team.

IGNATIUS BASKETBALL ASSOCIATIONIGNATIUS BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
continued from page onecontinued from page one


