by Bruce Checefsky

Jeremy Johnson was hired as
president and chief executive officer
of Assembly for the Arts in 2021.
Formerly executive director of Newark
Arts, he grew up in the Hough and
Glenville neighborhoods and attended
University School on a scholarship
before heading to college. His hiring
was considered a homecoming for the
career arts administrator. Johnson was
paid $100,325 plus benefits at the time
of his appointment.

Johnson has used a variety of stump
speeches to promote his message,
repeating the need for equity by
invoking the three-legged stool
metaphor or using “expanding the
pie” terminology to describe what
many claim is a lackluster vision for
the agency, created for the purpose of
providing grants to individual artists.

Assembly for the Arts is funded, in
part, by Cuyahoga Arts and Culture
(CAC), and works closely with the
agency to administer funding to

PHOTO BY ABE KURP
Sunday, January 7, 2024; Future Ink Graphics (FIG) Exposicion
Navidefia at the FIG Community Gallery at the Pivot Center for Art,
Dance and Expression, 2937 W. 25" Street: An oil on Dura-lar artwork
titled Mongrel Dog by artist Janol Daley.

Dance Evert, CMSD debut innovative arts program

by Jennifer Morrison-Gar za

Tom Evert of DANCE EVERT and
Evert Education is partnering with
Cleveland Municipal School District’s
Clara E. Westropp School of the Arts,
through an Artist in Residence program,
sponsored and funded by the Ohio Arts
Council. Clara Westropp, located at
19101 Puritas Avenue, is the proud re-
cipient of ayear-long“ Teach Arts Ohio”
grant for the 2023-2024 academic cal-
endar year. The $14,000 arts-integrated
“STEM” grant was co-authored by Jen-
nifer Morrison-Garza, in collaboration
with Euclid resident and professional
dancer, Mr. Tom Evert.

“STEM” (or STEAM”) encompasses
the subjects of Science, Technology,
Engineering, the ARTS, and Math.
Mr. Evert’'s unique and cutting-edge
programming teaches the Ohio core
curriculum through the art of music
and movement. He has engaged the
students and their teachersin a20-week
arts, math and sciences residency, in
the following interactive and hands-on
“Evert Education” programs: Pre-K-K:
“l Love Shapes!”; Gradesl&?2: “Sun,
Solar Energy & Water Cycles’; Grade 3:

“ States of Matter: Solid, Liquid & Gas’
& “Dancing with Worms”; and Grade
4: “Geometry in Motion.

Mr. Evert has been working twice
weekly with the Clara Westropp stu-
dentsthroughout the school year, along
with the assistance of Mr. Chip Wilson,
Westropp's Physical Education teacher.
The students have been engaged in
a variety of art forms in Westropp’s
spacious gymnasium, including music
& movement, the use of nylon body-
sized stretchy bands to make geomet-
ric shapes, as well as drumming and
rhythm, all to be demonstrated in the
culminating performance, to be held
this upcoming May.

After being involved in artseducation
programming in the schools for almost
38 years, Mr. Evert has emerged as a
prominent teaching artist and currently
serveson the Ohio Arts Council’sroster
of professional teaching artists. He is
also anationally credentialed teaching
artist through Young Audiences, NY. To
date, hehashad 2 successful residencies
on Cleveland's West Side at Clara E.
Westropp School of the Arts.

continued on page 7

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL O'MALLEY
Prosecutor Michael O’Malley is running in the March
19" Primary Election seeking the Democratic Party’s
approval to be the party’s candidate for another
term as Cuyahoga County prosecutor. See related
article on page 3.
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Questions remain about Assembly for the Arts funding

individual artists. Assembly for Action,
the sister organization of Assembly
for the Arts, is responsible for raising
the $1.5 million, or more, needed to
launch a ballot campaign and organize
grassroots support for renewing the
cigarette tax before the current tax
expires on January 1, 2027.

Fred Bidwell, board chair of the
Assembly for Action, said in an op-ed
last November in the Plain Dealer that
he doesn’t see a path for successfully
launching this campaign “given the
current atmosphere of confusion and
mistrust in CuyahogaArts and Culture.
Bidwell suggested a pause in the
campaign and has not spoken publicly
about whether the Assembly for Action
will move forward, or when.

A report from 1SO Arts Consulting,
funded in part by the Gund Foundation,

revedled an artist community
expressing anger, exhaustion,

frustration, hopelessness, and sadness
related to the disrespect shown by
CAC.

Jennifer Coleman, program director
of Creative Culture and Arts for the
George Gund Foundation, said in an

op-ed published in the Plain Dealer in
continued on page 5
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Resident reflects on history of corner slated for redevelopment

by Lynette Filips

Thismonth we continueto look at the
history of the northwest corner of Pearl
Rd. and Memphis Ave. which the Old
Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation (OBCDC) is seeking to
“revitalize” witha$31 million new con-
struction project. It isthe most historic
section of Cleveland’'s Old Brooklyn
neighborhood and has been on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places since
2005. A picture of St. Luke's United
Church of Christ, one of the numerous
historic commercial and institutional
buildings on Pearl Rd. (and, also on
Broadview Rd.) included intheHistoric
District designation, accompanies the
online listing of the “South Brooklyn
Commercial District”.

“Geometry in Motion” Program.

While OBCDC pursuesfunding for a
plan to tear down the major portion of
thiscorner to erect afour-story building
with commercia space on thefirst floor,
residential space on the upper floors,
and a brewery in the church proper
portion of theformer St. Luke's, another
group of people in the Old Brooklyn
neighborhood is still hoping to “Save
Our Historic District”.

Thissecondin aseriesof articleswill
shed additional light on the history of
downtown Old Brooklyn in the hope
that someone in authority will realize
that historic adaption of the existing
buildings is superior to tearing down
most of them and replacing the demo-ed
area with new construction. Historic
adaptation would accomplish the same

goals of adding new residential space,
updated commercial space and new
socialization space to downtown Old
Brooklyn, but it would do so by using
the existing historic structures. It is
the method which has been employed
in downtown Cleveland to put new
residential, hotel, retail and restaurant
space in buildings which formerly
housed department stores, banks and
other businesses.

In last month’s article | wrote about
the legacy of three generations of the
Gates family, the first of whom arrived
in Brooklyn Townshipin 1816. Thefirst
names of the major male players were
Jeremiah, Charles and Howard. They
were al millers, and Jeremiah’s home
continued on page 6

PHOTO COURTESY OF EVERT EDUCATION
Students demonstrate triangles, and are perfecting their polygons using stretchy body bands, during
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Sunday, January 7, 2024; Three Kings Day celebration, Pivot Center for Art, Dance and Expression, 2937
W. 25" Street: Gabriela Quinones, age 10, and Xavier Quinones, age 7, celebrate their new gifts. Enjoying
the festivities with them are Angela Balaguer and Awilda Resto.

ARTS
BORDERLIGHT THEATRE FES
TIVAL is now accepting applications
for its upcoming 2024 event (which
will run from July 24 to July 27, in and
around Playhouse Square). Established
and emerging companies in theater,

dance, circus, immersive experiences,
puppetry, street theater, spoken word,
stand-up comedy and more are encour-
aged to visit borderlightcle.org/apply
to apply for the fringe portion of the
festival by February 4.

BRENT KIRBY’S 10X3: Bop Stop

what’s keeping you from

SHOOTING
YOUR SHOT

N

(2920 Detroit Ave.) is proud to present
10x3, a songwriter/band showcase
hosted by Brent Kirby on the first and
third Wednesday of each month from
7pm-10pm. It is a pre-arranged open
mic, showcasing 10 songwriters/bands,
presenting 3 songs each, with at least 2

of the songs required to be originals.
This month’s events will be held on
February 7 and February 21. Admission
isfree, but donations are encouraged at
the door. The event will also be lives-
treamed on Bop Stop’s Facebook page
at showtime.

FAMILY OPEN STUDIO: Arthouse
Inc. (3119 Denison Ave.) offers a
family-friendly, pay-what-you-can art
workshop on the third Saturday of each
month from 1pm-3 pm. This month’s
Family Open Studio will be on Satur-
day, February 17. Children arewelcome
but must be accompanied by an adult.
Visit arthouseinc.org to sign up or call
216-398-8556 for more information.
MOCA OPENING CELEBRATION:
Cleveland’s Museum of Contemporary
Art (moCa) will kick off its 2024 Win-
ter/Spring season at our free opening
celebration Friday, February 2 from 7
pm-9:30 pm. The season includes three
new exhibitions: The United States de-

il .J andthepeople youcare aboutsafe ™
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OF GREATER CLEVELAND

but of Manabu Ikeda s Flowersfromthe
Wreckage; a two-location experience
of Andrea Bowers's Exist, Flourish,
Evolve, located at moCa (11400 Euclid
Ave.) and the Great Lakes Science
Center (607 Erieside Ave.); and a new
immersive mural created by Ariel
Vergez, presented in partnership with
Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center.
If you have questions or if there are
additional access servicesor accommo-
dations that can make your experience
moreinclusive, please contact access@
mocacleveland.org.
MUSIC NEAR THE MARKET:
Come enjoy free live music and our
magnificent Beckerath pipe organ every
Wednesday of the year at 12:15 pm at
Trinity Lutheran Church (2031 W. 30
St). For more information or to receive
program notices, please contact Robert
J. Myers at 216-283-1700.
NEAR WEST THEATRE (6702
Detroit Ave.) offers a variety of ways
for you to get involved in local theater,
including auditioning for upcoming pro-
ductions, volunteering as a backstage
crew member, and volunteering at the
box office. For afull list of opportunities
and to apply, visit nearwesttheatre.org/
get-involved. Questions? Email info@
nearwesttheatre.org. Please also note
that we are committed to diverse, inclu-
sive casting. Wewill cast artistswithout
regard to disability, race, age, sexua
orientation, color, gender identity, etc.
ST. PAUL’S STREET STUDIO:
Missing a chance to play live music or
share poetry in person? Check out the
St. Paul’s Street Studio and join us to
share music/spoken word in a peaceful
atmosphere of respect. We provide a
piano, drums, acoustic guitars, and mi-
crophones...and an encouraging circle
of listeners. All arewelcome! Theevent
isheld at St. Paul’s Community Church,
4427 Franklin Blvd from 1 pm - 2:30
pm in the sanctuary. This month’s ses-
sion is on Saturday, February 10. For
more information, contact lan Heisey
at 216-973-1486 or heisey2140@shc-
global.net.
WRITERS UNPLUGGED: Come
hear local author Susan Patrone talk
about her latest novel, The Musical
Mozinskis, Wednesday, February 7 at 7
pm at the South Branch of the Cleveland
Public Library (3096 Scranton Rd) as
part of its Writers Unplugged series.
Bookswill beavailablefor purchase and
signing at the end of the event.
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
FREE FILM SCREENINGS: Cel-
ebrate Black History Month with free
screenings of the following short films
about Cleveland-area Black history
presented by the Cleveland Interna-
tional Film Festival: From Mopping
the Floors to Making the Cakes: The
Story of Archie’'s Hough Bakeries,
Olympic Oaks: Continuing Jesse
Owens' Legacy, and Station Hope:
A Conversation Saturday, February
3 from 2 pm-4 pm at the Jefferson
Branch of the Cleveland Public
Library (850 Jefferson Ave). Stay after
the films for a discussion with Tyrone
Owens, cousin of Jesse Owens.
FREE JAZZ CONCERT: The Ther-
on Brown Group, one of the hottest
jazz groups in all of Ohio, returns to
perform on Saturday, February 3 at 2
pm in honor of Black History Month
on the third floor of the Main Branch
of the Cleveland Public Library (325
Superior Ave. NE)
INVENTORS AND INNOVATORS
WORKSHOP: In this free workshop
for children and teens, we will use
stop-motion animation to create short

continued on page 7
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Open letter urges Mayor Bibb to save Cudell Commons

Tothe Editor:
Dear Mayor Bibb and Area Leaders:
We are writing to you to voice our
concernsabout Cleveland Metropolitan
School District’s plans to build a new
Marion Seltzer Elementary School
on what is now parkland at Cudell
Commons Park, land that was gifted
to the City of Cleveland by renowned
architect Frank Cudell over 100 years
ago to be used for park and boulevard
purposes forever. (a copy of the 1906
deed wasincluded inthecorrespondence
with the mayor). CMSD’s plans for a
sprawling school will destroy 40 trees
and eat up nearly half of the park’sgreen
space, replacing the current school site
with a parking lot.

LETTER
Despite hearing numerous concerns
from people living near the park about
theloss of green spaceand maturetrees,
CMSD declined to alter their plans

in any way, repeatedly touting their
“community engagement process’ that
never really took any of thecommunity’s
concerns into consideration.

We would like to hear from you,
Mayor Bibb, regarding how this
development supports your vision of
ensuring equitable access to quality
public parks. Cudell Commons
Park is the only park in the Cudell
neighborhood. Wiping it out with the
construction of this school will force
nearby residents to walk 30 minutes or
more to reach the type of quality green
space you have been promising as part
of your Citywide Parks & Recreation
Master Plan. While Cities like East
Cleveland are looking to the future by
turning the current blacktop schoolyard
at Caledonia Elementary School into a
dynamic community green space and
outdoor classroom, Cleveland is stuck
in the past and dead set on eliminating

Cudell’s legacy park, which will also
irreparably damage the neighborhood’s
already suffering tree canopy.

It is hard to reconcile what is
happening at Cudell Park with thegoals
of the Citywide Parks and Recreation
Master Plan, ironically spearheaded
by Jamie DeRosa, who facilitated the
trading of Cudell Park for land in other
parts of the city that will be or already
has been sold to developers. And while
we are fortunate to have the support of
theNortheast Ohio SierraClub, itisalso
hard to wrap one'shead around the lack
of public support from groups like the
Trust for Public Land and the Cleveland
Parksand Greenspace Coalition, groups
who believe “everyone should have
accessto theoutdoors’ and whose stated
missionsareto “ create parksand protect
land for people” and “ represent residents
and organizations....to collectively and

continued on page 6

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Michael O’Malley seeks re-election

by Bruce Checefsky

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Mi-
chael C. O’'Malley is campaigning on
a public safety platform, citing confi-
dence from the public as the reason to
keep him in office. The two-term in-
cumbent is running against Cleveland
State University law professor Mat-
thew Ahn in the March 19 Democratic
primary.

O'Malley and Ahn had been seek-
ing endorsements from the Cuyahoga
County Democratic Party, but in a
statement issued last month by the Ex-
ecutive Committee, neither candidate
in the race was endorsed. The non-en-
dorsement comes amid a leftward
shift among Democrats, according to
Cuyahoga County Democratic Party
Chair David Brock. The party also de-
clined to endorse a candidate in 2016.
O’'Malley collected the most votes but
lost the endorsement by less than two
percent.

As Cuyahoga County Prosecutor,
O’ Malley oversees 230 prosecuting at-
torneys, 170 administrative staff, and
15 units, which include appeals, crime
strategies, economic crimes, major
drug offenders, and juvenile justice.
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“The public appreciates the job my
office does with local law enforce-
ment and solving violent crimes,” said
O'Mdley in an interview with the
Plain Press. “I think that is the key to
the election.”

Among the accomplishments he
lists while serving in office is the
Cuyahoga County Juvenile Detention
Center, where roughly one-third, or
about 1,000, of the juvenile cases each
year are diverted. The juveniles are
screened, evaluated, and then placed
into programs on a path to productive
lives.

The Center came under fire when
Tim McDevitt, a deputy court admin-
istrator for the Juvenile Division, and
Mark Stanton, a former Cuyahoga
County public defender, caled the fa-
cility understaffed and unsafe, creating
an ‘inadequate and dangerous situa-
tion'.

O’ Malley disagrees with the charac-
terization that the center is unsafe.

“We decreased the escalation of vi-
olence and crimina activity that we
have seen in the past,” he said. “In
2019, we worked with the juvenile
court judges, their staff, and my office,
and it was a big accomplishment,” he
added.

O'Malley aso takes credit for cre-
ating the Adult Diversion Center, a
50-bed facility with staff onsite 24/7
that works with law enforcement to
help individuals exhibiting signs and
symptoms of mental illness or addic-
tion. Individuals receive care and are
linked to community resources in a
treatment environment rather than go-
ing to the County Jail. Oriana House
operates The Center on E. 55th Street
in Cleveland. Police and families can
bring peoplein for treatment.

“We created the Diversion Center
to divert low-level offenses, keep peo-
ple out of County Jail, and get them
healthy again,” he said. “Safety con-
cerns spurred the center to get people
into restorative environments.”

Juvenile bindover, a processwhere a
juvenile court judge transfers a case to
an adult court to be tried and sentenced
as an adult, has become a central issue
of the election campaign, brought on
by his opponent.

“Some people have made juvenile
bindover a big issue. We see about
15 to 20 discretionary bindover cas-
es every year, even less this year,” he
explained. “In the larger scheme of
things, we see about 3,000 juvenile
cases and over 12,000 adult cases a

PHOTO BY ABE KURP
Sunday, January 7, 2024; Three Kings Day celebration, Pivot Center
for Art, Dance and Expression, 2937 W. 25" Street: Angel, Alejandro
and Isabela Salmeron hold their gifts as they pose for a photo with
the Three Kings — (L-R) Luis Madera, Elizander Rivera, and Reynaldo
Melendez.

year, and while important, juvenile
bindover is not alarge part of what we
do.”

O’Malley said his opponent has rad-
ica ideas about revamping the juve-
nile bindover program. Crime victims
in Ohio have certain rights detailed in
the Ohio Constitution, called Marsy’s
Law or the Ohio Crime Victims' Bill
of Rights. Prosecutors must meet with
victims and their families to get their
input on the outcome of a case.

“My opponent decided that he
would never file a motion for a court
to determine whether there should be
a discretionary bindover, and frankly,

Plain Press
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ARTS FUNDING

continued from page one

December that Cuyahoga County must
find a sustainable public arts funding
tax strategy that might “evolve into
multiple streams of funding, from
taxation, government, corporate, and
new philanthropic players over time,”
while adding that local philanthropy is
ready to assist in supporting this work.

The CAC board voted in December
to approve $400,000 to the Assembly
for the Arts to manage the Support
for Artists program for 2024, adding
another $100,000 after board president
Nancy Mendez acknowledged that
CAC had deliberately not paid out
grants to individual artistsin 2018 and
2019 and again in 2021. The additional
money gives Johnson $500,000 for
individual artists and artist support
programs.

Most of the available funds are
restricted grants for programs designed
by four pass-through or regranting
institutions that include SPACES,
Cleveland Public Theater, Julia De
Burgos Cultural Arts Center, and
Karamu House, with administrative
costs totaling $120,000, incurred
by both Assembly for the Arts and
the regranting organizations, will be
deducted from the total, leaving the
artists with even less money. Johnson
did say the additiona $100,000,
which was unexpected, will have no
administrative overhead, and artists
could expect unrestricted grants
ranging from $8,000 to $10,000.

He plans to create a paid artist
advisory committee to help determine
how to distribute grant money.
Information will be available on the
Assembly for the Arts website by the
end of January at assemblycle.org.

Rather than give Assembly for the
Arts the entire $500,000 to distribute
directly to artists without adding
layers of administration — the reason
for the nonprofit in the first place —

CAC voted, behind closed doors and
without public input, to structure the
artist support program by adding the
regranting institutions. Johnson agreed
with their decision.

Three of the four organizations are
located less than a few miles from
each other in a county of more than
450 sguare miles with a population of
1.25 million. SPACES and Cleveland
Public Theater are on Detroit Ave., and
JuliaDe Burgos Cultural Arts Center is
on Archwood Avenue in the Brooklyn
Centre neighborhood. Karamu House,
inthe Fairfax neighborhood on the East
Side of Cleveland, received $575,000
in artist project support over five years.
Artists without a relationship with
these small groups of organizations
usually miss out on the opportunity for
funding.

Johnson said that he made the
decision to fund the same four
organizations in 2024 as based on
a review of their performance from
previous years. Assembly for the Arts
never released a call for applications
from the many countywide 501(c)3
nonprofits that might have been
interested in the program, nor did he
solicit proposals.

“The more pass-through
organizations [other than SPACES,
Cleveland Public Theater, Julia De
Burgos Cultural Arts Center, and
Karamu House] meansmorelayers. We
have not issued acall for applications,”
he said. “We do not want to create
layers of middlemen between the
dollars and individual artists. We are
not trying to create more pass-through
organizations.”

But he did exactly that by inviting
SPACES, Cleveland Public Theater,
Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center,
and Karamu House, as middlemen,
adding another layer of administration
that drains money away from the
artists.

Assembly for the Arts will control

issuing the checks going out to
artists, whether in partnership with
other organizations or unrestricted,
suggesting that centralizing the process
could reduce costs. Not so, according
to Johnson, administrative fees will
remain the same.

Artists have been critical of theartist
support program managed by the pass-
through or regranting organizations,
saying the creative process is limited
to thematic, pay-to-play programming
that does not support their work
but is instead used to promote the
CAC's and Assembly for the Arts
social and political agendas and
the programmatic agendas of the
participating organizations.  Artists
pay for their own art supplies and
production costs. Money for basic
living costs like housing, health care,
and transportation is minimized.

Karamu House recently announced
that seventeen local artists will receive
awards in 2024 through the Room in
the House Fellowship (RITH). The
awards are meant to “empower artists
creative practice through a $5,000
financial award, digital exhibition
presence, and space at Karamu for
creation, exhibition, and performance.
Applications for the fellowship were
open to Cuyahoga County-based artists
with a demonstrated commitment to
their visual arts or performance-based
work and alignment to Karamu’svision
of socially and culturally responsive art
that celebrates the Black experience,”
according to their website.

SPACESwill offer $4,000 in awards
to 12 artists and collectivesfor project-
based support through the Urgent
Art Fund, which supports production
expenses and artist commissions that
are socially, politicaly, or culturaly
responsive. Julia De Burgos Cultural
Arts Center plans to give ten $5,000
artist grants with preference to projects
that support and celebrate the Latino/
alx and Hispanic communities of

PHOTOBY ABE KURP

Sunday, January 7, 2024; Cleveland Museum of Art Community Arts
Center at the Pivot Center for Art, Dance and Expression, 2937 W. 25t
Street: A winter scene of trees in the forest.

Cuyahoga County.

CAC invited Cleveland Public
Theater (CPT) to apply for artist
support funding in 2019, which they
received in 2020. But ayear |ater, they
were told the program had ended. CPT
did not get invited back until recently.

Johnson said he is in contact with
Bidwell over the levy campaign and is
closing in on the field of contributors.
An announcement could be made
following the April quarterly meeting.

“We continue to work

on raising money. We are paying
consultants. | think you could look
forward to something after our
meeting,” he said. “We do need to
heal, but we aso need to raise money.
The wheels are turning. We are still
meeting with people.”

Editor’s note: This article first
appeared in coolcleveland.com.
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Sunday, January 7, 2024; Cleveland Museum of Art Community Arts
Center at the Pivot Center for Art, Dance and Expression, 2937 W. 25"
Street: The buffalos in this artwork were created by Parade the Circle
guest artist Liza Goodell in 2015. The artwork titled, Grasslands, is
made of coax cable, cotton, hot glue, wire, burlap, papier-maché, and
clear acrylic ornaments.

Plain Press: To advertise
Contact Ed Tishel at plainpressads@yahoo.com
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RESIDENT REFLECTS

continued from page one

at 3506 Memphis Ave. and Howard ‘s
home at 4248 W. 35th St. are both still
standing. Since they are residential
rather than commercial buildings, they
are not included in the National Reg-
ister’s Commercial District. They are,
however, important components of the
historical nature of the area. Jeremiah
built the original portion of his brick
home in 1820; it is the oldest home in
Old Brooklyn.

The first settlers who came to the
Cleveland section of the Western
Reserve were largely from New En-
gland and Upstate New York. In 1795
approximately three dozen investors
who called themselves the Connecti-
cut Land Company purchased most of
the Western Reserve from the State of
Connecticut and in 1796 (the date of
Cleveland’s founding) they began to
survey the land.

Among the investors were brothers
Richard and Samuel Lord, and Samuel’s
son-in-law, Josiah Barber, becametheir
partner soon afterwards. They set up a
land office called the Lord & Barber
Realty Company and sold tracts of land
in Brooklyn Township to theincoming
settlers.

In 1812, James Fish and his cousins
Moses and Ebenezer Fish, and their
families came to Brooklyn Township
to buy property. They settled along
today’s Denison Ave. (Newburg Rd.
in those days) in Brooklyn Centre. In
1813, Ozias/Oziah Brainard al so settled
along Newburg Rd. and in 1814, many
more Brainards (as well as folks with
the surnames Hinckley, Ackley and

Young) arrived in Brooklyn Township.

Being part of a church congregation
was asimportant to many of the settlers
asbuilding their homes and establishing
their businesses/means of livelihood.
And so, in 1814, north of today’s Big
Creek Valley (Countryman’s Creek in
the early days), a group of Methodists
gathered. At first the members met in
each other’shomesfor classesand wor-
ship, thenin 1818 they officially became
a congregation. Ebenezer Fish, Seth
Brainard and Ozias/Oziah Sylvanus
were among the church’sfounders. The
original name of the congregation was
Brooklyn Methodist Episcopal Church.
It was the first church congregation
founded in Brooklyn Township and the
first Methodist congregation founded in
the entire Cleveland area.

Soon settlers were moving south
into what became the Brighton/South
Brooklyn/Old Brooklyn section of
Brooklyn Township and some of them
were also Methodists. In those days
there was only alow-level bridge over
the Creek and the Creek’s banks were
steep and sometimes dangerously
slippery to descend and ascend. The
Methodistsin Brighton wanted to have
a church on their side of the valley.
And so, in 1844, Brighton Methodist
Episcopal Church was founded as an
offshoot of Brooklyn Methodist Epis-
copal Church. It was the precursor of
Pearl Road United Methodist Church
(4200 Pearl Rd.) which is still one of
the important historic structures on
the northwest corner of Pearl Rd. and
MemphisAve.

In my January article | mentioned
a cemetery called the “Old Burying
Ground Lot” which is reputed to have

been the first public cemetery located
in the area about which | have been
speaking. | thought that | would write
about it in this month’s article, but the
topic requires more research. More re-
search is also needed for the Brighton
Methodist Episcopal Church. | plan to
return to them next month.

In the meantime, here are some
thoughts from Old Brooklyn resident
Susan Hudak who has been reading (my
articles and others) about what's being
planned for the corner —

| love Old Brooklyn. My parents
moved to South Hills in 1960 when
| was a child, and my husband and |
purchased their homein 1982 when they
down-sized. W\e raised three children
here and have seen many changesin the
neighborhood since then. Itisinclusive
and a good placeto live.

| have noticed that cities that are
respected and visited are the ones that
hold on to and cherish the history of
their area. Cleveland's downtown, for
instance, has undergone a revitaliza-
tion and many of the historic buildings
have had their facades stripped away to
reveal the original architecture.

The intersection of Pearl and Mem-
phis is home to an unusually shaped
triangular building which is officially
called the Greenline Building. | was
reading that there are plansto demolish
it and rebuild that corner. There are
few buildings constructed in this shape
and | have always considered it to be a
beautiful structure. | am sure that it is
of historical significance and feel that it
would be a mistake to destroy it. | hope
that the current plan is reconsidered
before we lose this gem of a structure.

CUDELL PARK LETTER

continued from page 3
equitably empower resident change-
makers.” Why aren’t these groups
representing and empowering the
residents trying to save Cudell Park?
The Cleveland Parks and Greenspace
Coalition was created to ensure that
parksand greenspacesin Cleveland are
considered critical civic infrastructure
because access to quality greenspace
is a human right, not a privilege. They
also believe that resident ownership is
vital for successful community parks,
and that transparency in greenspace
investment is mandatory. Why would

Protect your
“health and the
people you love.

e Vaccines are safe, save millions of lives,
and are the best defense against many
infectious diseases.

e If you are 65+ or have a compromised
immune system, you may be more

COVID-19

this group, who should be perfectly
poised to support the residents in this
David vs. Goliath battle with CMSD
over a neighborhood park, decline
to intervene? What could be more
important than acting on their own
stated mission and beliefs?

This isn't the first time Cleveland
tried to build on Cudell Commons Park.
In 1954, residents living near Cudell
Park declared war on the City’sproposal
to build anew fire station in the park at
West Boulevard and Detroit Avenue.
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, February
19, 1954, page 24). The situation from
nearly 70 years ago is eerily similar to
what's going on today, with then City
Councilman Richard Mastersontaking a
tongue lashing from residents who said
the city passed the ordinance to build
the fire station without notifying them,
saying that had they known they would
have shown up to object. Ultimately,
Mayor Anthony J. Celebrezzeinstructed
the Safety Department to look for
an alternate site for the fire station,
(Cleveland Plain Dedler, March 2, 1954,
page 19) and it was built at its current

location at W. 99th and Madison. As
the saying goes, those that fail to learn
from history are doomed to repest it.
(Winston Churchill)

During the Michael R. White
administration, City Councilman Martin
J. Sweeney was in favor of a church
being built at Emery Park, which would
require asignificant portion of the park
be sold to the church. Mayor Whitetold
Councilman Sweeney simply that, “ The
City doesn't sell park property.” A few
years later, under the administration of
Jane Campbell, the church was built.

Our final question for you, Mayor
Bibb, iswhat type of mayor do you want
tobe? Onewho prioritizes devel opment
over the health and well-being of its
citizens, allowing parks to be sold or
traded away, or one who stands for
protecting valuable greenspace and
mature, legacy treesthat provide shade,
clean air, and help combat climate
change?

Pleasedon’t set thisprecedent, Mayor
Bibb. Save Cudell Park.

The Friends of Cudell Commons Park

Attention:
Non-Profit Organizations,
Government Offices and

Public Officials!

The Plain Press
Community Guide
will be published in
our March Issue.

The guide offers free listings
of names and phone numbers
— additional information can
be placed in the guide by
purchasing a square in the
guide.

For more information

For more information on how Western
Reserve Area Agency on Aging Public
Health can help you plan for good health,
scan this QR code.

For additional information about our
services, contact WRAAAs Aging
& Disability Resource Center at
216.621.0303

This project is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL, U.S. Department of Health AGING & DISABRILITY _—
and Human Services (HHS)) through USAging as part of a financial assistance award to USAging ’ Vﬂﬂcinﬂtiﬂn
totaling $74,999,835 with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) i '
Collaborative W R
povared by USAGIng i s .E_’J _!_:_: -

and do not necessarily represent the official view of, nor an endorsement, by USAging ACL/HHS, or
the U.S. Government.




ARTS PROGRAM

continued from page one

The Ohio Arts Council (OAC) is a
state agency that funds and supports
quality arts experiences to strengthen
Ohio communities culturally, educa-
tionally, and economically. The Ohio
Arts Council was created in 1965 to
foster and encourage the devel opment
of the arts and to assist with the preser-
vation of Ohio’scultural heritage. With
funds from the Ohio Legislature and
the National Endowment for the Arts,
the OAC provides financial assistance
through grant writing to artists and art
organizations. Such funding supports
artistsand makesart activitiesavailable
for abroad segment of the Ohio public,
and it provides servicesthat help to en-
hance the growth of the Arts. For more
information on the Ohio Arts Council,,
please view www.OA C.ohio.gov.

Mr. Evert currently serves as the
Executive Director of DANCE EVERT,
which he co-founded with hislife-long
partner Susana Weingarten Evert at

Shore Cultural Centre in Euclid, Ohio,
in 1986. He a so serves as the primary
teaching artist, choreographer, and per-
forming artist. He holds both painting/
scul pture and dance degrees from Ohio
University. Hiscritical acclaimasapro-
fessional performing artist developed
while performing for the Paul Taylor
Dance Company in New York City. He
has toured extensively both nationally
and internationally.

Dance Evert’'s mission, since its
inception, has been to integrate the
Arts into the schools and community
through curriculum, professional and
student development, artsadvocacy, and
performance. Mr. Evert'svisionisinthe
“transformational power and value of
danceand artinour lives’. He continues
to develop hisnoted educational STEM
(or STEAM) programming, integrating
the Arts with math and sciences. His
renowned “Geometry in Motion”,
“ForcesinMotion”, and “ Dancing with
Worms’ continueto be popular residen-
cy programs within the area public and
private schools, and after-school library

programs.

Dance Evert continues to grow and
expand its programming and staff. It
recently launched the“ ESPIRAL Com-
munity Dance Thesatre”, held Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 6 to 8, at the his-
toric Shore Cultural Centre auditorium
stagein Euclid, Ohio, for all those com-
munity members interested in dance
and theatre. Registration is on-going
and currently open for al abilities and
levels of training, ages 14-senior adult.
Created and led by DANCE EVERT
co-founder Susana Weingarten Evert,
ESPIRAL is a unique and inclusive
opportunity for those who have wanted
to participatein dancetraining, informal
studio showings, community events,
and formal staged performances.

For more information on DANCE
EVERT, ESPIRAL Community Dance
Theatre, and Mr. Tom Evert’s unique
instructional approach, which integrates
theart of dance and the core curriculum,
please visit www.danceevert.org.

COMMUNITY BOARD

continued from page 2
biographical trailers about African
American inventors and innovators.
Learn how to use clay or LEGO figures
torepresent the historical individualsin
your animations. Wednesday, February
7 from 3:30 pm-5:30 pm at the Fulton
Branch of the Cleveland Public Library
(3545 Fulton Rd.).

WRITERS& READERS: Join us for
afree screening of HUSH: Help us say
Help, adocumentary film that explores
mental health within the Black com-
munity, Friday, February 23 from 5:30
pm-8:30 pm at the Louis Stokes Wing
of the Main Branch of the Cleveland
Public Library (525 Superior Ave. NE).
Breaking down the stigmaaround men-
tal illness, the film grippingly explores
the Black community’s challenges
through personal stories and expert
commentary. Stay for a book signing
and an impactful panel conversation
with director Antwon Lindsey and local
advocates discussing avail able resourc-
esand waysto support mental wellness
and those struggling.

CAREERS
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS provided by the West
Side Catholic Center offer individu-
alized employment services and job
readiness training. Classes run from
four to fifteen weeks depending on the
career track. We offer Culinary and
Environmental Services Career tracks
along with many other good job op-
portunities with supportive employers.
The program includes a stipend allow-
ance, free transportation and meals, a
job acceptance bonus, a 90 day on the
job bonus, one-on-one guidance, and
computer |ab assistance. Start dates are
January 31, February 28, and March
27. For more information, call Ellen
Saracina at 216-631-4741 (ext. 143).

COMMUNITY
BENJAMIN ROSE SENIORSPRO-
GRAM: Pleasejoin the Cleveland West
Side village for a program on Monday,
February 26 at 3pm at the Carnegie
West Branch of the Cleveland Public
Library (1900 Fulton Rd.). The topic:
“Benjamin Rose: Let’'s Rethink Aging
Services in Your Community.” Learn
about programs and services that you
or family members can use.
COLLECTIVE THOUGHTS: A
news discussion group that meets on
the second and fourth Sunday of every
month from 9 am to 10 am at Harbor
and Bridge at 4321 Bridge Ave. The
next two meetings will be Sunday,
February 11 and Sunday February 25.
The meetings are a chance to read,
reflect, and respond to difficult and
divisive issues. We often talk about
local issues (housing, policing, politics,
gentrification, etc.), and sometimestalk
about more broad ones. Email Matt at
harborandbridgecc@gmail.com for a
copy of the article we'll be discussing
at the next meeting.

POLICING COMMITTEE MEET-
INGS are an opportunity to regularly
engage with local Cleveland police
commanders and officers to identify

problems, learn about availableresourc-
es, and discuss ways to improve your
community. The First District Policing
Committee hosts its meetings on the
first Thursday of each month at 6 pm at
St. Ignatius of Antioch (10205 Lorain
Ave), in the cafeteria. It will host its
next meeting on Thursday, February
1. The Second District Policing Com-
mittee meets on the second Tuesday of
every month at 6 pm at Bridge CLE
at 3389 Fulton Rd. (on the northeast
corner of Trowbridge and Fulton). It
will host its next meeting on Tuesday,
February 13.
TREMONT THINK AND DRINK:
Join usfor an engaging book discussion
whileenjoying your favorite beverage at
Lincoln Park Pub (2609 W 14 St) Mon-
day, February 12 at 7 pm. This month,
wewill bediscussing Quietly Hostile, a
collection of essays by Samantha Irby.
COMMUNITY GUIDE
PL AIN PRESSwill publish theannual
Community Guide in the March issue.
In the Community Guide, the Plain
Press offersnonprofit organizationsand
government agencies serving residents
inthe Plain Presstarget neighborhoods
afree listing of their name and phone
number. New organizations that have
not been listed inthe Community Guide
in the past should email their contact
information to: plainpress@gmail.com.
Organizations that have changed their
name or phone number should also
send that information to the Plain Press.
The Plain Press offers ads in the guide
for organizations that wish to place
additional information in the guide be-
yond their name and phone number. To
advertisein the guide, contact Ed Tishel
at plainpressads@yahoo.com.
ENERGY ASSISTANCE
APPLICATIONS: To apply for the
Winter Crisis Program (WCP), Home
Energy Assistance Program (HEAP),
or Home Weatherization Assistance
Program, visit energyhelp.ohio.gov
or download the Energy assistance
Program Application. You can also call
the Ohio Department of Development
for an application at 800-282-0880. Call
711 for TDD services, for thosewho are
hearing impaired.
EDUCATION
FREE CLASSES FOR SENIORS:
Through Program 60, Ohio residents
aged 60 and older can register for reg-
ularly scheduled credit and noncredit
coursesat Tri-C on an audit, tuition-free,
space available basis. Must register in
person at an Enrollment Center. tri-c.
edu/program60, 216-987-6000, enroll @
tri-c.edu
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR WOMEN:
Cleveland-area women aged 25 and up
who are currently enrolled in a four-
year or graduate degree program are
encouraged to apply for $2,000 or more
infinancial aid from College Club West
for the 2024-25 school year, at college-
clubwest.org/scholarships. Thedeadline
to apply isMarch 15. Scholarshipswill
be awarded based on educational goals,
financia need, and academic record.
ELECTION
EARLY IN-PERSON VOTING,

ahead of the March 19 primary elec-
tion, will begin Wednesday, February
21. The Cuyahoga County Board of
Elections (2925 Euclid Ave.) will be
open nearly every day for voting until
Sunday, March 17. For a full list of
hours, visit boe.cuyahogacounty.gov/
votersivote-early-in-person. Please note
that you must now bring a valid photo
ID in order to vote.

VOTE-BY-MAIL APPLICATIONS
are available at boe.cuyahogacoun-
ty.gov or by calling 216-443-8683
(VOTE). Applicationsmust bereceived
at the Board of Elections by Tuesday,
March 12 at 8:30 pm. Once you re-
ceive your ballot in the mail, fill it out
and mail it to the Cuyahoga County
Board of Elections at 2925 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44115. Ballots must
be postmarked by Monday, March 18
to count.

FOOD
CHANGESTOMAY DUGAN FOOD
DISTRIBUTION: SinceJanuary 8, the
May Dugan Center (4115 Bridge Ave.)
no longer offers drive thru food distri-
bution and has returned to in-person
pickup only. Distributionsareavailable
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
every week. Each timeyou will receive
pantry bags, produce and meat (when
available). Appointments are available
between 11:30am-6:30pm on Monday
and Wednesday, and between 11:30am-
3:30pm on Fridays. Appointments are
encouraged, but walk-inswill be accept-
ed. Questions? Call 216-631-5800 (ext.
300) or visit maydugancenter.org/food.
COMMUNITY SHARE-A-MEAL:
Please join us for a free meal on
Wednesday, February 7 and Wednesday,
February 21 at St. Ignatius of Antioch
Church, 10205 Lorain Ave. All are
welcome. Join us in the cafeteria and
enter through the rear door. Doors
open at 4:30 pm for coffee, appetizers,
and catching up with friends. Dinner
will be served at 5:30 pm. A mini food
pantry is available on occasion. Com-
munity mealsare held thefirst and third
Wednesdays of each month.

FOOD ASSISTANCE: Apply for the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) and other public benefits
over the phoneat: 216-738-2067 or text
FOOD to 63566 for information regard-
ing SNAP applications, food pantries,
free produce and hot meals.

FREE FRESH PRODUCE is avail-
able at Orchard STEM School (4200
Bailey Ave.), via the monthly mobile
food pantry sponsored by the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank thefirst Wednes-
day of every month. This month, the
pantry will be held on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 7. Whileyou' rethere, don’t forget
tojoinusfor our Parent TownHall Meet-
ing, located in the Inquiry Garden. Itis
a great opportunity to offer your input
and feedback, as well as address your
concerns, to help our staff understand
how to best serve you and your family.

HOMELESS

IF YOU NEED SHELTER contact
Cuyahoga County’s Coordinated | ntake
office at 216-674-6700. Hours of oper-
ation: 8 am — 8 pm, Monday — Friday.
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Sunday, January 7, 2024; Three Kings Day celebration, Cleveland
Museum of Art Community Arts Center at the Pivot Center for Art,
Dance and Expression, 2937 W. 25" Street: This unlabeled artwork,
an image of a person assembled using a variety of beans, sits on an
easel in a community room where staff and volunteers from Julia de
Burgos Cultural Arts Center offer supplies and work with community
members on art projects for the Three Kings Day celebration.

After hours and weekends please call
2-1-1for anon-call Coordinated Intake
representative. If it isafter hourswomen
in need of assistance may also go direct-
ly to NormaHerr Women's Center, 2227
Payne Avenue, and staff will assist you
in contacting Coordinated Intake the
following day.
RECREATION

ROCK HALL'S CLE VIP PRO-
GRAM offers current Cleveland resi-
dents free admission to the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame. The free CLE VIP
tickets are available online only, at
rockhall.com/ticketing, and upon arrival
at the museum you must show proof
of residency such as adriver’slicense,
state ID, or photo ID with a City of
Cleveland address. Children under 18
without an ID may gain entrance with
their parent or guardian. Limited to
five minors (without ID) per one adult
admission.

TAXES

AARP TAX PREPARATION AS-
SISTANCE: Volunteers from AARP
will be on hand to help seniors and
most other individuals file federal and
state tax forms for free, every Friday
from February 9to April 12 at the West
Park Branch of the Cleveland Public
Library (3805W 157th St). Registration
required. Call 216-623-7102 to check
eligibility and schedul e an appointment.
Visit aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp tax-
aide to find additional locations and to
review the list of documents you will
need to bring to your appointment in
order to complete your tax return.

Visit the Plain Press
online at:
https://plainpress.blog

CLASSIFIED

PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 for
12 words and 30¢ for each additional
word. To advertise count the words
and mail acheck or money order with
your ad to the Plain Press, 2012 W. 25"
#500 Cleveland, OH 44113.

REAL ESTATE
IBUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216)
324-3934.

SEEKING RENTAL
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:
If you are a property owner with
nice, clean, reasonably priced
apartments, and are looking for
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

FREE TAX PREPARATION ASSIS-
TANCE is also available at various
Cuyahoga EITC Coalition community
locations, including the Clark Branch
of Dollar Bank (3115 W. 25 St.), the
Gordon Square Arcade (6516 Detroit
Ave.) and The Centers' Gordon Square
location (5209 Detroit Ave). By appoint-
ment only! To find additional locations
or to schedule an appointment, visit
refundohio.org or call 2-1-1.

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

QUIK FIX TAX SERVICES
WE STRAIGHTEN OUT MESSES¥qe
RECORDS IN A MESS?

IS IRS ON YOUR BACK?
MAKE CHANGES TO HELP
LOWER TAXES AND SAVE
ON TAX PREPARATION,
KNOW PERSON WHO DOES?
REFER THEM, EARN CASH

CALL (216) 631-8858
I

MARIE T.
SMYTHE

Attorney at Law
(216) 533-4225

Probate
Personal Injury
— Including dog bites,
slip and falls
Free Initial Consultation

Real Estate |

LBUY x

Your Home, Double,
Small Apartment,
Storefront, Vacant Lot...
regardless of Condition for
CASH or Terms
Call ART KNIGHT

Red's Reality LLC

(216) 570-2742

email: artfla@msn.com

Accountant |

Attorneys |




8 |Plain Press « February 2024

Get a fresh start in 2024 with Legal Aid

by Tonya Sams

Happy New Year! With a new year
is an opportunity for a fresh start and
TheLega Aid Society of Cleveland can
help!

Legal Aid hasbeen offering freecivil
legal servicesto thosewith low incomes
(up to 200% federal poverty guideline)
since 1905 — the fifth oldest legal aid
organization in the United States. Le-
gal Aid serves residents in Ashtabula,
Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, and Lorain
counties. Legal Aid cannot assist with
applications for benefits or criminal
cases.

Call Legal Aid if you need help
with: Housing: foreclosure; eviction;
landlord/tenant issues; utilities; pub-
lic housing; Work: unemployment
compensation; IRS tax issues; sealing
criminal records; securing a valid ID
or professional license; Money: loans
(school, payday, auto, debt); public
benefits (food stamps, energy assis-
tance, cash assistance, supplemental
security income); bankruptcy; Fami-
ly: domestic violence; divorce; custody;
immigration; education; estate plan-
ning; Health: medical bill collection;
access to medical records, Medicare
and Medicaid; marketplace tax credits
and penalties.

Legal Aid was able to help Tiffany
(name changed to protect privacy).
Several yearsago, Tiffany was arrested
for domestic violence, but was never
charged or convicted. Unfortunately, the

record of that arrest continued to appear
on background checks, interfering with
her ability to gain employment. Tiffa-
ny’s Legal Aid attorney researched the
situation, contacted the arresting law
enforcement agency, and asked them
to request that the Bureau of Criminal
Investigation seal the records regard-
ing Tiffany’s arrest. Sometime |ater,
Tiffany’s Legal Aid attorney received
confirmation from the arresting law
enforcement agency. Tiffany’s arrest
record had been sealed as requested,
giving her the fresh start she was seek-
ing.

Legal Aid provides more detailed
information on these topics on our
website. Go to lasclev.org, click on
“Services & Resources’, then “Legal
Resources” and choose atopic.

Legal Aid attorneys provide one-
on-one consultation at Brief Advice
Clinics. These brief clinics are held in
libraries, community centers and other
trusted sites. Some are based on a first
come, first serve basis while some
are by appointment only. For more
information on our brief clinics, go to
lasclev.org, click on the “Events’ tab,
then “Clinics’.

Attorneys also represent clients
at court and administrative hearings
and go into the community to educate
residents regarding their rights and the
servicesthat are availableto prospective
clients.

If you have quick questionsregarding

PHOTO BY ABE KURP

Sunday, January 7, 2024; Cleveland Museum of Art Community Arts Center at the Pivot Center for Art,
Dance and Expression, 2937 W. 25" Street: Mural showing participants in Parade the Circle by artist Derek

Brennan.

tenants' rights and rental housing, call
the Tenant Info Line at 440-210-4533
or 216-861-5955. For quick questions
regarding employment, unemployment
and student loans, call the Economic
Justice Info Line at 440-210-4532 or
216-861-5899.

Help is also available by calling
Legal Aid at 888-817-3777 during

normal business hours or by applying
online 24/7 at lasclev.org/contact/.
When speaking with aLega Aidintake
specialist be sureto have income infor-
mation and necessary documentation
related to your legal issue on hand.
If English is not your first language,
Legal Aid can provide interpreters and
trandation. Legal Aid also usesthe Ohio

Relay Service to support those who
have a communication limitation.

To request an outreach/education
event or materials for your community
group, email: outreach@lasclev.org.
Tonya Samsis a Development & Com-
munications Manager at The Legal Aid
Society of Cleveland.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PROSECUTOR SEEKS RE-ELECTION

continued from page 3

that violates the Ohio Constitution,” he
said.

O'Malley added that his opponent
has not practiced law or tried a case
in Ohio and has only been licensed
in the state since June 2022. (Ahn has
practiced in the federal court systemin
Ohio, according to his campaign man-
ager, Ellen Kubit.)

“He does not redize,” said O'Mal-
ley, “that major criminal offenses like
aggravated murder could be a dis-
cretionary bindover and has made a
pledge that would suggest that even
people accused of the most violent
offenses will remain in juvenile court,
which shows hislack of understanding
of the law and not prioritizing the vic-
tims. We represent victims and their
families.”

After an arrest, ajudge or magistrate
decidesto release an individual or hold
them in pretrial detention while they
await trial. When deciding to release
someone for pretrial, ajudge or magis-
trate can set bail and assign conditions
for theindividual to remain in the com-
munity. Ohio’s law sets a process for
judgesto deny bail.

Cash bail guarantees that a defen-
dant will return for a trial or hearing;
otherwise, the bail gets forfeited to
the government. Critics of cash bail
say the system isunfair to low-income
people and people of color.

O'Malley follows the decision of
the Common Pleas judges and bond
commissioners when asked about cash
bail reform or doing away with the
practice of a cash-for-release program
and would not comment other than to
say that unless there is a safety issue
for the victim or aflight issue, he will
work with the courts.

“[They] do what they feel is best
in their particular cases. | do not play
arolein it. We go with whatever the
bond commissioner recommends,” he
said. “If the Common Pleas judges de-
cide to do away with cash bail, | would
support them.”

The debate continues over the pro-
posed new Cuyahoga County Jail site.
Cuyahoga County Council voted last
year to purchase 72 acres in Garfield
Heightsfor $38.7 million. The Council
also voted to extend the current 0.25%
salestax set to expirein 2027. The new
jail could cost more than $780 million.

O'Malley would have preferred a
site closer to Cleveland, where the jall
is now. While serving on the Justice
Center Steering Committee, he voted
against a proposal for a shipping con-

tainer storage yard at 2700 Transport
Road. He later threatened to file legal
action against the Cuyahoga County
Council and the County Executive if
they moved forward with the jail site,
citing contamination and environmen-
tal issues. The sitewould haverequired

installing a vapor mitigation system to
prevent methane and benzene gases
from collecting inside the jail.
“Transport Road was a terrible site
for the jail. | was afraid of litigation
down the line where employees or
prisoners would sue because of health
issues,” said O'Malley, whose vote
was critical to the decision. “I would

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

German setvice.........

English service......... 10:30 am
Serving God's People Since 1880 ’# .
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ST. AUGUSTINE
RomMAaN CATHOLIC CHURCH

MASS
Saturday Vigil:

Sunday:

CHURCH SCHEDULE

4:15 PM (Interpreted for the Deaf)

8:30 AM (Interpreted for the Deaf)
11:00 AM (Fully Signed for the Deaf)

CONFESSIONS

Saturday:
3:30 - 4:00 PM

Loving God, for all who feel on the margins, but who are at the center of your heart,
we ask you to open our hearts. Help us to become a church and a nation where
ALL LIVES HAVE DIGNITY, ALL PEOPLE ARE LOVED
AND ALL ARE WELCOME.

ST. AUGUSTINE
RomMaN CatHOLIC CHURCH

staugustinecleveland.org

2486 W. 14th Street, Cleveland, OH 44113 « (216)-781-5530

Qa0

Franklin Circle Church

Ohio City’s fully-inclusive

Free Community Breakfast
First and Third Sundays of each Month

www.FranklinCircleChurch.org

1688 Fulton Road

community of faith

216.781.8232

Y

have preferred to accumulate sites
from the Cleveland Land Bank and get
closer, but that was not my decision.
We cannot put people on a hazardous
site.”

Editor’s Note: An article by Bruce

Checefsky titled “Matthew Ahn is run-
ning for Cuyahoga County prosecutor”
appeared in the January 2024 issue of
the Plain Press. If you missed the Jan-
uary issue of the Plain Press, you can
visit https://plainpress.blog to read it.

Our Neighborhood Churches
Welcome You

St. Paul's Community United Church of Christ
4427 Franklin Blvd. 216-651-6250

Worship Service
Sundays at 10:30am

Food Pantry
Tues, Weds, Thurs. from 9am until 2pm

Thrift Store

Wednesdays 1pm to 3pm

1st Saturday of the Month
10am to 12pm Clothes $1 a bag

Saint Ignatius Of Antioch Church

10205 Lorain Avenue (at West Boulevard)
216-25I-0300 ® SIOA.WECONNECT.COM
Rev. Kevin Estabrook, M.Div., M.A. - Pastor

Mass Times:

MTWE: gam
SATURDAY EVENING VIGIL: §:00PM
SUNDAY: 9AM AND ITIAM

Eucharistic Adoration:
SATURDAYS: 3:30-4:30PM
1ST FRIDAYS: 7PM
Confession:
SATURDAYS: 3:30-4:30PM
SUNDAYS: TOAM-10:45AM

Available upon Request

Anointing of the Sick and Last Rites:

Inquiries about Baptism, Marriage, or gl
becoming Catholic: Call Church Office M. if

N
St. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH

CatHoLic ScHooL (K-8)
ADMITS STUDENTS WITHOUT
DISCRIMINATION ON THE
BASIS OF RACE, COLOR,
RELIGION, ETHNIC OR
NATIONAL ORIGIN.
. FREE TUITION THROUGH
¥ CLEVELAND SCHOLARSHIP

i ScHOOL PHONE:
"t 216-671- 0535 _

HISTORIC ST. ROCCO CHURCH

3205 Fulton Road, Cleveland OH 44109
Ph: 216-961-8331 e saintroccocleveland.com

Come worship with us!
Mass schedule:
Weekdays Mon-Fri. 6:45am, 8:45am & 6:30pm
Saturdays: 6:45am, 8:45am & 4:00pm
Sundays: 7:30am, 9:30am
Traditional High Mass in Latin 12pm every Sunday
Italian/English Mass at 9:30am every third Sunday of the Month.
Confessions: Saturday 3:00-4:00PM & Sundays before the 9:30am & 12:00pm
Eucharistic Adoration, Tuesdays 9:00am-6:30pm

ST. ROCCO SCHOOL

Pre-K 4 to Grade 8
Accepts: Cleveland Scholarship, Ed Choice Expansion
& Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship.
Free daily breakfast and lunch. Offering Catholic liberal arts education;
a very warm and integrated school family; caring faculty & staff;
welcome to all faiths, races and ethnic heritages; after-school programs, clubs and more.
For more information call: 216-961-8557. Tours are offered upon request.
On campus and virtual classes offered.




