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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, April 22, 2024; Northeast Ohio Coalition for 
the Homeless response to Supreme Court Case on 
homelessness, Franklin Circle Church, 1688 Fulton 
Road: Josiah Quarles, Director of Organizing and 
Advocacy for the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless, explains why advocates for the homeless 
are concerned about the Grants Pass vs. Johnson 
case before the United States Supreme Court.

    PHOTO BY MARYANN ROSENBERG
Monday, April 1, 2024; Dyngus Day Cleveland celebration, Happy Dog’s 
street stage (W. 54th to W. 58th) and Gordon Green: Sign promoting 
some of the ethnic Polish meats available at the festival – parowki, 
kielbasa, and serdelki.

      PHOTO BY MARYANN ROSENBERG
Monday, April 1, 2024; Dyngus Day Cleveland celebration, Happy Dog’s 
street stage (W. 54th to W. 58th) and Gordon Green: Rowan Wilson is 
ready to celebrate Dyngus Day.

             PHOTO BY MARYANN ROSENBERG
Monday, April 1, 2024; Dyngus Day Cleveland celebration, Happy Dog’s street stage (W. 54th to W. 58th) and 
Gordon Green: Stephanie Sadlon and Sheila Coyne celebrate Dyngus Day.

Advocates rally to oppose criminalization of homelessness
by Chuck Hoven
 Thirty Clevelanders responding to a 
call for a National Week of Action to 
oppose the criminalization of home-
lessness held a rally outside of Franklin 
Circle Church on Fulton Road on Mon-
day April 22nd.
 Homeless advocacy groups calling 
for the National Week of Action are the 
National Low Income Housing Coali-
tion (NLIHC), the National Homeless-

ness Law Center, National Coalition for 
the Homeless and the National Alliance 
to End Homelessness.
 The call for the National Week of 
Action came in response to the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court beginning 
hearings on the case of City of Grants 
Pass, Oregon v. Johnson. A case that the 
Nation Low Income Housing Coalition 
calls it “the most signifi cant case about 
the rights of people experiencing home-

lessness in decades.”
 In describing the court case, NLIHC 
says, “The court will decide whether 
communities that failed to address 
the need for affordable housing and 
shelter can punish unhoused people for 
sleeping outside with tickets, fi nes and 
arrests, even when there are no other 
safe or adequate housing or shelter 
options available.”
 The local action was organized by 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless (NEOCH). Josiah Quarles, 
NEOCH Director of Organizing and 
Advocacy, explained the Supreme 
Court case, called for local efforts to 
prevent criminalization of homelessness 
and urged action to insulate Cuyahoga 
County from the impact of a possible 
negative decision by the Supreme Court.
 NEOCH Deputy Director Kait 
McNeeley said NEOCH opposes the 
criminalization of homelessness and 
instead calls for more compassionate 
response which includes increasing 
the availability of affordable housing 
and supportive services. She hoped the 
Supreme Court will rule that criminal-
izing homelessness is unconstitutional 
because it violates the 8th Amendment 
guarantee against cruel and unusual 
punishment. She said, if the Grants Pass 
challenge succeeds, people facing one 
of the most traumatic points in their 
lives would have their circumstances 
criminalized and force them into even 
continued on page 3continued on page 3

Pilot aims to transform community response to mental health crises
by Abe Kurp
 Residents of some Cleveland neigh-
borhoods will soon have access to a new 
tool to help people struggling with their 
mental health.
 It’s a pilot program called Care Re-
sponse, a 24/7 crisis response service 
that will deploy teams of two unarmed 
people, instead of police, to respond to 
some mental health and addiction crises. 
The new program is being created by the 

Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental 
Health Services (ADAMHS) Board 
of Cuyahoga County with help from 
Frontline Service and the Cleveland 
Department of Public Health (CDPH).
 When the pilot launches, tentatively 
later this summer, residents in the 44102 
and 44105 zip codes will be able to 
access the service by calling 988. This 
will connect them to a local dispatcher 
who will assess the situation and, if 

necessary, send out a Care Response 
team. 
 Angela Cecys of CDPH said they 
chose these zip codes for the pilot after 
looking through fi rst responder call data 
through the year 2023. 
 “We found that zip codes 44102 and 
44105 had the highest number of mental 
health, substance abuse, and overdose 

continued on page 2continued on page 2

Policy Matters urge tax policies for the people
by Bruce Checefsky
 Ben Stein, communications director 
at Policy Matters Ohio, held a webinar 
to celebrate Tax Day and discuss the 
tax code in Ohio. As recently as April 
2023, over 2.9 million Ohioans strug-
gled to pay basic household expenses 
while burdened with taxes.
 According to Policy Matter Ohio, the 
regressive tax structure disadvantages 
black and brown people in Ohio due to 
the labor market and educational silo-
ing. In Ohio, lower-income households 
pay the largest share of their income in 
total state and local taxes. They pay a 
disproportionate share of sales and ex-
cise taxes. The bottom 60% pay more 
taxes than before 2005, while the top 
1% pay an average of nearly $51,000 
less.
 State legislators, if they choose, 
could revise the state tax code for all 
Ohioans and not just the wealthy, said 
Stein during his introduction.
 “The whole point of collecting taxes 
is to fund the big collaborative projects 
that benefi t everyone,” he said.
 Stein quoted Bailey Williams, a re-
searcher focusing on tax policy and tax 
investments, by adding, “We recognize 
the importance of public education by 
funding schools; public safety by fund-

ing our fi refi ghters; and vibrant com-
munities by funding parks, libraries, 
and protections for our water, air, and 
soil.” 
 Republican lawmakers have been 
busy taking away parental and trans-
gender rights and announcing plans 
to end the state personal income tax 
and the commercial activity tax. One 
proposal would replace the current tax 
bracket structure with a fl at tax rate. 
Another proposal would eliminate the 
state income tax. 
 House Bill 1, which the Speaker of 
the Ohio House, sponsored by Rep-
resentative Adam Mathews (R-Leb-
anon), aims to fl atten the income tax 
rate, something both House and Senate 
Republicans are hoping to accomplish 
in this general assembly. Ohio current-
ly has four tax brackets ranging from 
2.765% to 3.99%. H.B. 1 eliminates 
these tiers, instead setting a fl at 2.75% 
rate for all Ohioans. House Republi-
cans and Republicans in the Senate are 
supporting the bill; Democrats are not 
convinced. The legislature must se-
riously consider the consequences of 
lowering the income tax rate for every-
one.
 As of 2023, Alaska, Florida, Neva-
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, April 22, 2024; A sign sponsored by the Alcohol Drug Addic-
tion and Mental Health Services Board of Cuyahoga County promotes 
calling 988 for mental health and addiction crisis services.

calls in the city,” she said. “44102 on the 
west side – and 44105 had the highest 
on the east side.”
 The Care Response teams responding 
to these calls will include one licensed 
social worker and one peer support 
specialist, which is a person with lived 
experience of mental illness or addiction 
who is in recovery and has received 
special training to help others facing 
similar problems. 
 The teams will be trained to confront 
a variety of crisis situations, including 
someone talking about suicide or about 

harming themselves or others, someone 
overusing alcohol or other drugs, or 
someone experiencing extreme symp-
toms of depression, anxiety, or other 
mental illnesses. At this time, they will 
only respond to crises involving people 
who are 18 or older. 
 Rick Oliver, the director of Crisis 
and Trauma Services at Frontline, also 
stressed that these teams will not handle 
emergencies where the person in crisis 
is in immediate danger of causing harm 
to themselves or others, such as appar-
ent drug overdoses and active suicide 
threats. In those cases, he said, residents 
should continue to call 911.

 At a community meeting about 
the program on March 28 at Michael 
Zone Recreation Center, Cleveland 
City Council Member Jenny Spencer – 
whose ward includes part of the 44102 
zip code – asked about how this pilot is 
different from some other similar pro-
grams that already exist. For example, 
the Cleveland Police Department has 
co-response units, which are teams of 
one police offi cer and one social worker 
that respond to mental health crises.
 Oliver stressed that the Care Re-
sponse units will not have police offi -
cers.
 “Our goal is to not involve law en-
forcement,” he said. “That’s the whole 
goal of Care Response: to get a behav-
ioral health response to a behavioral 
health situation.”
 Another similar program is Front-
line’s own Mobile Crisis Team, which 
Spencer said she has on speed dial in 
her cell phone.  
 Oliver said one of the biggest differ-
ences with this pilot will be response 
time. He said the Mobile Crisis Team 
covers the whole county and is lucky 
if they can respond to a call that same 
day. With Care Response, though, the 
goal is to have teams responding within 
an hour. He said the pilot includes fi ve 
teams of two that collectively will cover 
both zip codes, 24 hours, 7 days a week. 
 “Most of the time there’s only going 
to be one team available, so our re-
sponse time is going to be dependent on 
how many calls we get and the work that 
they’re doing,” Oliver said. “Again, this 
is a pilot. Our goal is to demonstrate that 

this is an effective model here in Cleve-
land, and then we can hopefully tap the 
city for more funding and more staff to 
do more and expand the program.”
 One of the residents at the meeting, 
Timothy Sommerfelt, a paramedic and 
17-year veteran of Cleveland EMS, 
asked about how the Care Response 
teams would handle situations that 
involve medical problems. He said 
national best practice in other cities 
where the Care Response model has 
been implemented is to include an EMS 
professional on the team.
 Oliver said his teams do receive 
training about recognizing when to call 
for medical personnel, but he acknowl-
edged that they do not have medical 
credentials and can’t provide that kind 
of care themselves.
 Another resident at the meeting, 
who said he is a returning citizen with 
a felony record, asked about what the 
Care Response teams will do to make 
someone like himself feel comfortable 

and safe. In particular, he highlighted 
this county’s history of police shootings 
of unarmed Black and brown people.
 Oliver said that his teams are focused 
on mental health and that they do not 
check people’s criminal records. He 
added that the crisis response teams 
under his supervision only refer calls 
to 911 when necessary.
 “I monitor every time Mobile Crisis 
calls the police,” he said. “Of our 1,500 
calls a month, it’s about 30 times. It’s 
a small percentage, and usually it’s not 
someone that we’ve seen. It’s someone 
who calls and says they’re doing some-
thing right now, and we have no choice. 
And our goal is to even back that off – to 
have behavioral health people take that 
fi rst shot at trying to engage people in 
distress.”
 After the pilot launches later this year, 
it will last for about a year, followed 
by an evaluation period, when the 
community will help decide whether to 
continue or even expand the program.

MENTAL HEALTH PILOTMENTAL HEALTH PILOT
continued from page onecontinued from page one

ARTS
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER: 
The Pivot Art Center (2937 W 25 St.) 
offers free drop-in art making and gal-
lery exploration for the whole family 
during open hours: Fridays 2pm-7pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays 10 am-5 pm. For 
group visits during open and non-open 
hours, email commartsinfo@clevelan-
dart.org. For a full list of upcoming 
events, visit pivotartcenter.com.
FAMILY OPEN STUDIO: Arthouse 
Inc. (3119 Denison Ave.) offers a 
family-friendly, pay-what-you-can 
art workshop on the third Saturday 
of each month from 1pm-3 pm. This 
month’s Family Open Studio will be 
on May 18. Children are welcome but 
must be accompanied by an adult. Visit 
arthouseinc.org to sign up or call 216-
398-8556 for more information.
FREE CONCERT: Presented by Arts 
Renaissance Tremont, the Verona String 
Quartet will perform Sunday, May 5 

at 4 pm at St. Wendelin Church (2281 
Columbus Rd.) For more information, 
visit artconcerts.org. Admission is free, 
but donations are appreciated. 
MADISON ART MARKET: Come
browse local crafts and goods from 
your favorite artists and makers at this 
outdoor craft fair from 11 am-5pm on 
Saturday, May 11 next to Good Earth 
Farm (9600 Madison Ave).
MUSIC@MAIN: Baroque music 
group Les Délices returns to the Cleve-
land Public Library Main Branch (325 
Superior Ave.) for a free concert titled 
“Sounds of Sancho’s London” with mu-
sic composed and published by Charles 
Ignatius Sancho (1729-1780) including 
Scottish reels, country dances, and 
parlor songs inspired by Shakespeare. 
Saturday, May 11 at 2 pm in the Popular 
North Reading Room.
ST. PAUL’S STREET STUDIO: 
Missing a chance to play live music or 
share poetry in person? Check out the 

St. Paul’s Street Studio and join us to 
share music/spoken word in a peaceful 
atmosphere of respect. We provide a 
piano, drums, acoustic guitars, and mi-
crophones…and an encouraging circle 
of listeners. All are welcome! The event 
is held at St. Paul’s Community Church, 
4427 Franklin Blvd from 1 pm - 2:30 pm 
in the sanctuary. This month’s session 
is on Saturday, May 11. For more infor-
mation, contact Ian Heisey at 216-973-
1486 or heisey2140@sbcglobal.net.
STATION HOPE: Cleveland Public 
Theatre presents Station Hope, Sat-
urday, May 25, 7-10 p.m., St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 2600 Church Ave-
nue. Free and open to all. Station Hope 
is a free jubilant community festival 
celebrating Cleveland’s social justice 
heritage and exploring contemporary 
struggles for freedom and equity in 
the form of short theatrical pieces, sto-
rytelling, music, dance and visual art 
installations on the grounds of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Cleveland’s fi rst au-
thenticated underground Railroad site.

EDUCATION
BEGINNERS’ ART FOR ADULTS: 
This free, interactive class allows 
adults to try their hand at visual art in 
a no-pressure setting. Each week, we’ll 
explore new materials and techniques, 
so feel free to join anytime. The library 
provides all supplies – no experience 
is required! Please register at cpl.org/
locations/Jefferson. The next class will 
be Saturday, May 18 from 2-4 p.m. at 
the Jefferson Branch of the Cleveland 
Public Library (850 Jefferson Avenue). 
Registration is required. Questions? 
Call 216-623-7004 or email jefferson.
branch@cpl.org. 
FREE BOOKS for kids ages 0-5: Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library of Ohio 
mails kids one free book each month 
until their 5th birthday. Any child in Ohio 
between birth and age 5 is eligible for 
the program. To sign up, visit: Ohio-
imaginationLibrary.org. 
FREE CLASSES FOR SENIORS: 
Through Program 60, Ohio residents 
age 60 and older can register for reg-
ularly scheduled credit and noncredit 
courses at Tri-C on an audit, tuition-free, 
space available basis. Must register in 
person at an Enrollment Center. tri-c.
edu/program60, 216-987-6000, enroll@
tri-c.edu.
SEEDS OF LITERACY offers free 
adult basic education and GED classes 
and one-on-one tutoring. Services are 
available at both their westside (3104 
W 25 St, third floor) and eastside 
locations (13815 Kinsman Ave). Call 
216-661-7950 or visit seedsofl iteracy.

org to enroll.
2GEN: Are you a parent or guard-
ian struggling to fi nd or keep stable, 
well-paying employment? Do you have 
a child ages 16-21 who is at risk of 
delayed high school graduation? 2GEN 
at Tri-C offers personal and academic 
support to help adults and their teen 
children earn a high school diploma or 
equivalent and an in-demand work cre-
dential. For more information: seleina.
tigglers@tri-c.edu or 216-987-3217.

ENVIRONMENT
CLIMATE CHANGE TALK: The 
Cleveland Westside Village invites the 
public to Here Comes the Rain: Climate 
Impacts in Northeast Ohio, presented
by Scott Hardy, PhD of the Ohio Sea 
Grant College program. Monday, May 
6 at 3 pm at the Carnegie West library, 
doors open at 2:30. Be prepared to leave 
with greater knowledge of and appreci-
ation for our great lake.
ENVIRONMENTAL HEROES is 
a free after-school field science ex-
perience for middle and high school 
students run by Case Western Reserve 
University’s Leonard Gelfand STEM 
Center (10900 Euclid Ave). Self-mo-
tivated participants will engage in real 
science with the guidance of experts, 
collecting and analyzing environmental 
data in the Lake Erie watershed. Partic-
ipants will be selected in a competitive 
application and interview process. 
Completed applications for the 2024-
’25 school year are due June 30. For 
more information, visit gelfand.case.
edu or contact Kathryn Kwiatkowski: 
Kmk21@case.edu, 216-368-5075.
NUISANCE WILDLIFE TRAP-
PING: The City of Cleveland Division 
of Animal Care and Control offers 
trapping of “nuisance” wildlife (skunks, 
groundhogs, opossums, and raccoons) 
from May 1 through October 31. These 
animals are euthanized and disposed 
of, if removed from your property. 
Traps are loaned for a $20 refundable 
fee. (Note: this service does not handle 
animals trapped in your home. It is your 
responsibility to handle that situation.) 
Call 216-664-3069.
RIVERSWEEP: Join Canalway Part-
ners, dozens of other community 
groups, and hundreds of volunteers on 
Saturday, May 4 at 9 am for this annual 
litter clean-up, to help keep garbage out 
of our beloved rivers and lake. Various 
clean-up sites are located along the 
Cuyahoga River and its tributaries. 
To pick a location and to sign up to 
volunteer, visit canalwaypartners.com. 
Volunteer spots are limited. When you 
arrive at your chosen clean-up site, the 

site leader will greet you with an event 
t-shirt and provide cleaning supplies 
and further instructions. Please only 
register at one location. Registered vol-
unteers will receive an email invitation 
to a Thank You Party after the clean-up 
event. Don’t forget to RSVP to the 
party! Questions? Contact Canalway 
Partners at 216-520-1825.

EVENTS
BIKE-A-THON: Join Metro West 
Community Development Organization 
and your fellow community members 
for the Stockyard Neighborhood Bike-
A-Thon, on Saturday, May 14 from 10 
am-2 pm beginning at Clark School 
(5550 Clark Ave). Registration begins 
at 10 am, with a helmet decorating 
station and other activities, followed 
by a neighborhood ride starting at noon. 
Note: All participants under the age of 
18 must have a release form signed 
by a parent. All participants under 8 
years old must be accompanied by an 
adult. Participants aged 10 or under 
who pre-register online will receive a 
free helmet.
BIKE FIX-A-THON: Neighbors have 
organized this free bike repair event 
for Friday, May 3 from 4 pm-7 pm at 
Cudell Rec. Center (1910 West Blvd). 
Free minor repairs and tune-ups for the 
fi rst 50 bikes provided by Ohio City 
Bicycle Co-op. All ages are welcome. 
Rain or shine! Pre-register at bit.ly/
cudell-fi x-a-thon.
CLEVELAND MARATHON: This 
annual event returns to downtown 
Cleveland and the near westside on 
Saturday, May 18 and Sunday, May 
19. The 5k, 10k, and kids run will be 
on Saturday, followed by the full and 
half marathons on Sunday. To register 
for the races, learn how to get involved, 
or see info about road closures, visit 
clevelandmarathon.com.
FREE COMIC BOOK DAY: At this 
annual event – held on Saturday, May 4 
this year – fans can visit a participating 
independent comic book store to pick 
up a selection of free comic books and 
participate in a variety of free activities. 
Participating nearby stores include 
Carol and John’s Comic Book Shop in 
Kamm’s Corners (17462 Lorain Ave.) 
and Superscript Comics and Games in 
Lakewood (13361 Madison). To see a 
list of the comics that will be available 
this year or to fi nd other participating 
stores nearby, visit freecomicbookday.
com. 
SENIOR DAY: The Cleveland De-
partment of Aging will present the 

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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            PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, April 22, 2024; Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless response to Supreme Court Case on 
homelessness, Franklin Circle Church, 1688 Fulton Road: Kait McNeeley, Northeast Ohio Coalition for 
the Homeless (NEOCH) Deputy Director, says NEOCH is opposed to the criminalization of homelessness. 
She said penalizing people for being homeless would violate the 8th Amendment of the Constitution which 
forbids cruel and unusual punishment.

more unsafe conditions.
 NEOCH’s Advocate for Justice Strat-
egy Mike Jones spoke of the barriers 
individuals who have a criminal record 
experience when applying for housing. 
He urged that those that have served 
their time should be given a second 
chance and not be subject to housing 
discrimination.
 Pastor of Franklin Circle Church Rev. 
Richard Hinkelman urged following 
the example of Jesus Christ in bringing 
dignity to those whom society has 
shunned. He urged Clevelanders to “Do 
something for someone to affi rm their 
dignity and humanity.”
 Emily Collins, Senior Advisor to 
Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb, thanked 
NEOCH organizers for inviting the City 
of Cleveland to participate in the rally. 
She said the City of Cleveland stands 
in solidarity with Cleveland’s homeless 
population. Collins cited the Home for 
Every Neighbor initiative announced 
by Mayor Bibb in February of this year. 
Collins said the “answer to homeless-
ness is housing.” She said the City of 
Cleveland is looking at best practices in 
other cities and she said when adapting 
new models which she feels Cleveland 
must focus on housing.
 In implementing its Home for Every 
Neighbor initiative, the City of Cleve-
land issued a request for proposals that 
were due in late March for partners who 
would help to implement the program. 
 A statement from the City of Cleve-
land outlines goals for the initiative:
The City hopes this new initiative 
will rehouse 150 or more unsheltered 
Cleveland residents within the fi rst 18 
months.  Once fully implemented, the 
initiative aims to decrease transition 
time between unsheltered status and a 
successful permanent housing place-
ment to 30-60 days, part of which will 
be accomplished via a “Housing Surge” 

process.  The “Surge” is a 4–6-week 
process that will consist of various 
phases including a site assessment and 
inventory, initial stakeholder outreach 
to brief on responsibilities, multiple 
engagement sessions with unsheltered 
residents, and, eventually, a site clear-
ance/rehousing schedule.  The various 
stakeholders – including a project 
manager, outreach groups, landlord 
engagement team, transportation part-
ners, fi rst responders, and others – will 
have unique roles culminating in a 
“Surge” week, with the goal of getting 
unsheltered individuals into safe, stable 
housing as quickly as possible.
The City is hopeful, with external sup-
port, to increase housing options as 
well, which could include: • Building 
permanent supportive housing units, 
with at least 25 within the “safe ha-
ven” model. • Developing affordable 
housing units to meet specifi c needs 
of those exiting unsheltered situations, 
with low-barrier accommodations in 
place. • Development of a full season 
centralized Navigation Center that will 
serve as a specialized intake location 
for short-term crisis response with 
on-site health services to meet unique 
immediate needs, while also helping 
develop long-term sustainable housing 
plans upon exit
The City of Cleveland outlines the 
strategy it will employ to reach these 
goals:
 The City’s strategy consists of four key 
components: • Engage – Adopting and 
implementing an intensive, tailored 
engagement strategy that will 
consist of deploying various street 
outreach teams to targeted areas 
to connect unsheltered residents 
with resources and emergency, 
temporary, or other short-term 
housing options. • Collaborate – 
Working with the County’s Offi ce of 
Homeless Services, and other providers 
in the Continuum of Care, to facilitate 
information-sharing, jointly evaluate 

programs, and make improvements to 
services based on data-driven results.  
The City will also leverage public-pri-
vate partnerships to obtain additional 
funding, build up programming, and 
improve workforce and educational 
opportunities. • Incentivize – Linking 
housing repair programs with 
landlord incentives as a recruitment 
tool to increase participation in 

rental assistance, utility assistance, 
hotel/motel vouchers, and other 
related programs.  The City will 
also work with developers to ensure 
that certain criteria are met to make 
projects more accommodating to res-
idents exiting unsheltered situations. • 
Build – Renovating existing facilities, 
rehabbing and converting repurposed 
buildings, and constructing new af-

fordable housing units.  The City will 
also explore ways to improve overall 
services that may be provided during 
the housing process (e.g. transpor-
tation, meal boxes, legal aid, case 
management, health provider options, 
childcare, etc.).
Editor’s Note: Those seeking shelter 
in Cuyahoga County can call 211 for 
assistance.

continued from page onecontinued from page one
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Mayor Reaches out to Friends of Cudell Park
To the editor:
 On Monday, April 22nd, Earth Day, 
Mayor Bibb personally called members 
of the Friends of Cudell Commons Park 
group to convey that he’s been follow-
ing what’s going on with Cudell Park 
and that the Mayor’s Offi ce of Capital 
Projects (MOCAP) and CMSD are 
working on a new design for the school 
that would save trees and greenspace at 
the park and that they “will be in touch” 
about setting up a meeting with the 
community, Ms. Samaria Rice, Coun-
cilmembers Jenny Spencer and Danny 
Kelly, and the teachers and parents at 
Marion-Seltzer Elementary School.
 When asked if Mayor Bibb knew 
if these plans would save most of the 
trees and the greenspace at Cudell Park 
he said that ultimately, he will default 
to Dr. Warren Morgan and the CMSD 
School Board but saving trees like the 
Bald Cypress and others at the northern 

end of the park and preserving green 
space is “important” to him.
 The Friends are looking forward to 
this overdue meeting and are hopeful 
for meaningful changes to the site plan 
that preserves the Park and its trees.
 We ask all Friends of Cudell Com-
mons Park to keep the pressure on May-
or Bibb and CMSD CEO Dr. Morgan 
so they know that we will hold them to 
their words.  The community deserves 
a new school and be able to keep its 
historic park for generations to come.
 Want to show your support?  Join 
Friends of Cudell Commons Park as 
they speak at City Council this up-
coming Monday, April 29th at 7 pm at 
Cleveland City Hall!
Friends of Cudell Park
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Clevelanders are right to doubt promises of grandiose development plans
by Chuck Hoven
 Cleveland residents have a right to be 
skeptical when offering their thoughts 
about tax subsidies in support of big 
downtown lakefront and riverfront 
projects. Specifi cally coming to mind 
are the Shore to Core to Shore Tax 
Increment Financing plans put forth 
by the Justin Bibb Administration and 
passed by Cleveland City Council and 
the rehabilitation of the Cleveland 
Browns’ stadium.
 The Shore to Core to Shore Tax In-
crement Financing proposal put forth 
by Mayor Justin Bibb’s administration 
projects raising between $3.5 billion 
and $7.2 billion over the 42-year life 
of the Tax Increment Financing. If any-
thing is left over after paying interest on 

the debt and funding infrastructure for 
lakefront and riverfront development, 
the Bibb administration and Cleveland 
City Council have promised that 35% 
of the leftovers will go to Cleveland 
neighborhoods.
 With the urging of Mayor Bibb, 
Cleveland City Council passed Tax In-
crement Financing (TIF) legislation that 

would take all the non-school portion of 
new growth in the property taxes in a 
district that includes most of downtown 
and part of the Near West Side and use 
it for infrastructure development for 
projects planned for the lakefront and 
riverfront. The major proposals put 
forth by private developers that would 
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 20, 2024; 4434 Lorain Avenue: The former Nunn Family Funeral Home, built in 1865, 
succumbed to a fi re on April 10th and has been demolished. The My Place Group, headed by President 
Chad Kertesz, proposed development, 45 West, called for the building to be one of three buildings that 
would house 87 apartments.

Local documentary recounts Cleveland’s June 8, 1953 twister
 This up-coming June 8, 2024, 
will be the 71st anniversary of 
an F-3 tornado that cut through 
Cleveland’s West Side. 1953 
was a unique year for record size 
tornadoes that killed hundreds 
across the United States. These 
monsters devastated major cities 

like Waco, Texas, Flint, Michigan 
and Worcester, Massachusetts. 
Except for maybe coming across 
photos of a twister in a book 
or seeing one in a video, most 
Cleveland residents have never 
witnessed an actual tornado before. 
So, on June 8th, 1953, around 9 PM 

in the evening, when a tornado 
warning came over the radio and 
television airwaves, the majority of 
Clevelanders did not know how to 
respond.
 To make matters worse, a 
Cleveland TV network refused to 
interrupt the number one watched 

television show in America, “I Love 
Lucy”, in order to notify its viewers 
about the approaching twister. It 
wasn’t until the electricity went 
out in the city that people began 
to take notice that something 
out of the ordinary was taking 
place. However, by that time, it 
was too late. As the super-cell 
moved over the city, it began 
pelting the Cleveland’s West Side 
neighborhoods with softball-size 
hail, damaging automobiles bodies 
and smashing out windshields. 
Then an eerie silence settled over 
the neighborhoods as the twister 
approached, sucking off roofs and 
twisting 100-year-old trees out of 
the ground and casting them into 
the streets.
 This system produced several 
twisters earlier in the day in 
Western Ohio as it slowly moved 
northeast towards Cleveland. Air 
traffi c controllers originally spotted 
the twister over the runways at 
Hopkins Airport. They watched 
in amazement as the funnel 
moved over the City of Linndale 
towards Cleveland. The tornado 
then touched down in a new 
development between West 130 
and West 117 Streets, sweeping 
away whole neighborhoods, 
including sucking an infant out of its 
crib and out through the bedroom 
window.
 The next day, it was reported in 
the newspapers that these newer 
homes were not properly bolted 
down to the foundation by the 
builders, leaving them susceptible 

to strong up-lifting winds. The 
Twister then continued towards 
West 58 Street, where it damaged 
many houses and fl attened 
garages. After whirling down 
Franklin Ave. the twister crossed 
over the Cuyahoga River and into 
the downtown area, crashing into a 
charity festival on Vincent Avenue.
 Eventually, the tornado 
dissipated over Lake Erie after 
exiting the city near East 55 Street. 
The following day, that same storm 
system produced another tornado 
that killed close to 100 people in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. What’s 
also interesting about 1953 is that 
there was an increase of nuclear 
testing in the Nevada Desert. Some 
offi cials even went on record, 
saying that they believed that this 
increase of testing caused some 
of these giant twisters hitting major 
cities that year.
 A documentary about this 
Cleveland Tornado will air 
on Spectrum, Channel 1025, 
(Cleveland Community Access 
Corporation) Mondays at 9:PM and 
Cox Cable on Channel 45 Fridays 
at 8PM. For more information Call: 
440 888-8327 or Email: Kevin@
shockerenterprises.com
The newspaper clippings are from 
The Cleveland Press.
 The one with the twister was 
captured in Vermillion, Ohio that 
same day and was believed to 
be the same twister that struck 
Cleveland.

Are prominent citizens still buried at the Old Burying Ground at Pearl-Memphis intersection in Old Brooklyn?
by Lynette Filips
 This month we continue to look at the 
history of the northwest corner of Pearl 
Rd. and Memphis Ave. which the Old 
Brooklyn Community Development 
Corporation (OBCDC) is seeking to 
“revitalize” with a $31 million new con-
struction project. It is the most historic 
section of Cleveland’s Old Brooklyn 
neighborhood and has been on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places since 
2005. A picture of St. Luke’s United 
Church of Christ, one of the numerous 
historic commercial and institutional 
buildings on Pearl Rd. (and, also on 

Broadview Rd.) included in the Historic 
District designation, accompanies the 
online listing of the “South Brooklyn 
Commercial District”. 
 While OBCDC pursues funding for a 
plan to tear down the major portion of 
this corner to erect a four-story building 
with commercial space on the fi rst fl oor, 
residential space on the upper fl oors, 
and a brewery in the church proper 
portion of the former St. Luke’s, another 
group of people in the Old Brooklyn 
neighborhood is still hoping to “Save 
Our Historic District.”
 This fi fth in a series of articles will 

shed additional light on the history of 
downtown Old Brooklyn in the hope 
that someone in authority will realize 
that adaptive reuse of the existing build-
ings is superior to tearing down most of 
them and replacing the demo-ed area 
with new construction. Adaptive reuse 
would accomplish the same goals of 
adding new residential space, updated 
commercial space, and new socializa-
tion space to downtown Old Brooklyn, 
but it would do so by using the existing 
historic structures. It is the method 
which has been employed in downtown 
Cleveland to put new residential, hotel, 

retail, and restaurant space in buildings 
which formerly housed department 
stores, banks, and other businesses.
 In the fi rst of the four previous arti-
cles, I wrote about the legacy of three 
generations of the Gates family of 
Millers in Old Brooklyn.  Jeremiah, the 
patriarch, arrived in Brooklyn Township 
in 1816. He built the original portion of 
his brick home at 3506 Memphis Ave. 
in 1820.  It is the oldest home in Old 
Brooklyn and is a City of Cleveland 
Landmark. Jeremiah’s son Charles’ 
home has been demolished but his 
grandson Howard‘s home at 4248 W. 
35th St. is still standing. Since they 
are residential rather than commercial 
buildings, they aren’t included in the 
National Register’s Commercial Dis-
trict, but they are important components 
of the area’s historical nature. 
 In the second of the four previous 
articles, I wrote about the precursor of 
Pearl Road United Methodist Church. It 
was located on the north side of the Big 
Creek valley where, at approximately 
the same time, many settlers with the 
surnames Fish and Brainard (as well 
as other names) had been settling. In 
1814, a group began meeting in each 
other’s homes for classes in Methodism 
and in 1818 they organized as Brooklyn 
Methodist Episcopal Church. It was the 
fi rst offi cial congregation in Brooklyn 
Township and the fi rst Methodist con-
gregation in the entire Cleveland area.  
 In the third of the four previous arti-
cles, I wrote about Brighton Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the initial name of 
the fi rst Methodist Church south of the 
Big Creek valley. The Methodist settlers 
south of Big Creek wanted a church 

on their side of the Valley and in 1844 
they purchased an existing building in 
the community and founded Brighton 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Their sur-
names included Brainard, Fish, Gates, 
Hinckley, and Chester. The Methodist 
Episcopals dedicated a new church 
building in the grassy area (in front of 
today’s Pearl Road United Methodist 
Church) in August of 1897. That space 
was remodeled in 1924, soon after a 
Department of Religious Education 
had been erected behind it. Everything 
was dedicated in November of 1924 but 
in February of 1925, the church was 
destroyed by fi re. It was never rebuilt.
 In article three I also began to write 
about the (Old) Burying/Burial Ground 
which was located at the corner of Pearl 
Rd. and Memphis Ave just south of 
the Methodists’ property. A very early 
cemetery, it was referred to as an Indian 
Burial Ground in Kathryn Gasior Wilm-
er’s book, Old Brooklyn New, Book II, 
written in the early 1980s for the Old 
Brooklyn Community Development 
Corporation. (Perhaps the cemetery 
originally was an Indian burial ground, 
but we do not currently have any 
offi cial documentation about that.) In 
April of 2022 Historical Society of Old 
Brooklyn president Constance “Connie” 
Ewazen contacted local historian Wil-
liam G. “Bill” Krejci because Buried 
beneath Cleveland; Lost Cemeteries of 
Cuyahoga Count is among the ten books 
he has authored/co-authored.
 In the fourth of the four previous 
articles, I wrote more specifi c infor-
mation about the (Old) Burying/Burial 

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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Saturday, April 20, 2024; 3279 W. 58th Street: This house in the Stockyard neighborhood was severely 
damaged by fi re over three months ago.

Legal Aid has new tool to protect Cleveland 
residents and neighborhoods from blight
by Tonya Sams
 There is a new tool to help Cleveland 
improve the conditions of its housing 
stock.  
 As properties change hands frequent-
ly, there are more out-of-state buyers 
purchasing homes to be used as rental 
properties. Absentee owners can easily 
neglect the buildings, allowing them to 
fall further into disrepair. To combat 
this, the City of Cleveland passed a set 
of ordinances in February, called the 
Residents First Legislative Package. 
The new ordinances will hold owners 
of rental and vacant properties more 
accountable for the maintenance of their 
properties.
 “It’s easy to buy properties remotely 
if you are an out-of-town investor,” said 
Barbara Reitzloff, Supervising Attorney 
in The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland’s 
Housing Practice Group. “If the owner 
is in another city or country, they can 
buy properties sight-unseen and collect 
the rent by Cash App. They may never 
visit the property and try to manage 
it from a distance. This is bad for the 
tenants and for the neighborhood near 
those buildings.”
 The new ordinances require owners 
of rental properties to register the prop-
erty with the city. The owner must name 
a Local Agent in Charge (LAIC). If the 
owner is a person living in Cuyahoga or 
a neighboring county, the owner may be 
the LAIC. Otherwise, the LAIC must be 
a person who lives in Cuyahoga County. 
This agent is responsible for the mainte-
nance and management of the property. 
 After registering the property, the 
owner of residential rental property 
must apply for a Certifi cate Approving 
Rental Occupancy. To be approved the 
property must be lead-safe, have no se-
rious violations, be current on property 
taxes, and meet other requirements. 
If the city grants the Certifi cate, the 
property can be rented. If not, it is ille-
gal to rent the property. If the property 
becomes non-compliant, the city can re-
voke the certifi cation.  The registration 
and certifi cation must be done annually. 

 The ordinance also includes a Vacant 
Property Registry. Owners of vacant 
properties must register the property 
yearly, appoint a LAIC, and have the 
property inspected by the city’s Build-
ing and Housing Department. The own-
er must keep the building secure and the 
property free from eyesores like graffi ti. 
The owners must let the city know what 
their plans are for the property.  The city 
can require the owner to pay a bond in 
case the city needs to secure the prop-
erty or perform other maintenance.
 There are penalties for violating the 
ordinances.
 “The city has more tools to enforce 
the building and housing codes. The 
ordinance expands the city’s ability to 
write tickets or violation notices,” said 
Barbara. “The city can issue criminal 
code violations to the owner and or 
even the LAIC. The city can collect 
fi nes that can be converted into a civil 
judgment and then a lien can be put on 
the property.”
 If you have quick questions regard-
ing tenant rights and rental housing, 
call Legal Aid’s Tenant Info Line at 
440-210-4533 or 216-861-5955. Need 
more help? Call Legal Aid at 888-817-
3777 during normal business hours or 
by applying online 24/7 at lasclev.org/
contact/.
Tonya Sams is a Development & Com-
munications Manager at The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland 

City Council approves funds for May Dugan refugee program
 At its April 22nd meeting, Cleve-
land City Council approved provid-
ing the May Dugan Center $50,000 
in funding to provide services to 
refugees arriving in Cleveland. The 
funds will be used by the HIAS 
program (formerly the Hebrew Im-
migrant Aid Society) which is “the 
Jewish humanitarian organization 
that provides critical services to 
refugees, asylum seekers, and 
others from 23 countries around the 
world.”  
 HIAS is the oldest refugee reset-
tlement organization in the world 
and has had a presence in Cleve-
land for almost 100 years and 
recently affi liated with May Dugan. 
The refugees are specifi cally se-

lected and supported by the State 
Department to come to the United 
States, and these refugees enter the 
United States with full legal status.
 May Dugan is expected to resettle 
200 people in 2024. Once at full 
capacity, it will receive up to 500 
people to Cleveland each year. 
Specifi cally, the May Dugan team 
assists people from the time they 
arrive at the airport through their 
fi rst 90 days in Cleveland. They help 
the refugees secure housing, obtain 
food and household items, enroll in 
schools and English classes, fi nd 
employment, and otherwise inte-
grate into the United States. 
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               PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 20, 2024; 9926 Lorain Avenue: Ashbury Senior Computer Community Center (ASC3) and 
PC’s For People, housed at 9926 Lorain Avenue, joined with Westown Community Development Corpo-
ration to host a Digital Diversity Dialogue on April 24th.

Digital Diversity Dialogue luncheon tackles digital divide in Cleveland
by Chuck Hoven
 The Ashbury Senior Computer Com-
munity Center at 9926 Lorain Avenue 
hosted a Digital Diversity Dialogue 
luncheon on April 24th billed as “a 
gathering of thought leaders and orga-
nizations dedicated to advancing Digital 
Equity and Inclusion in Cleveland.”
 Those in attendance came from a 
variety of nonprofi t and government 
agencies. The speakers offered an up-
date on Cleveland’s efforts to provide 
low-cost internet access to residents 
throughout the city. They also received 
an update on the failure of Congress to 
continue to fund the federal Affordable 
Connectivity Program through which 
40% of Cleveland residents received 
internet access, often at no cost, due to 
a $30 monthly subsidy from the United 
States government. Residents signed 
up for the Affordable Connectivity 
Program’s internet access may start 
receiving bills within the next month. 
Those facing problems with continuing 
access can call the Digital Navigational 
Hotline at 216-307-6990.
 Ashbury Senior Computer Commu-

nity Center (ASC3) Executive Director 
Wanda Davis shared some of the history 
of ASC3 and its efforts to bring its ser-
vices to the West Side of Cleveland. The 
organization which started on the East 
Side of Cleveland in 2002 has served 
over 9,000 students. It has helped 2,800 
people to adapt to using broadband for 
the fi rst time and has helped to provide 
2,200 individuals with new or refur-
bished devices.
 ASC3’s Board of Directors’ President 
Shaletha Mitchell said ASC3 is engaged 
in the “challenging but rewarding work 
of bringing Clevelanders into the digital 
space.” She stressed the importance of 
internet access in the digital age.
 In its new West Side home at 9926 
Lorain Avenue, ASC3 is sharing space 
with PCs for People, which has part-
nered with ASC3 for the past fi ve years. 
PCs for People’s Director Bevin Bow-
ersmith said the organization provides 
affordable devices for individuals that 
meet income requirements. The organi-
zation receives corporate donations of 
technology and offers a wiping service 

to remove the donor’s data from the 
devices.
 ASC3 offers 8-week computer and 
internet skills classes and a free com-
puter upon completing the classes. 
The organization also provides custom 
classes to meet the needs of various 
organizations.
 Rose Zitiello, Executive Director of 
Westown Community Development 
Corporation offered a little history of 
the Lorain Station neighborhood where 
the ASC3 offi ce is now located. She 
stressed the importance of the work that 
ASC3 ad PCs for People were doing 
in the neighborhood and told those in 
attendance that Westown would be 
moving to the upstairs of the building 
at 9926 Lorain Avenue on May 1st.
 Director of Connecting Your Com-
munity Bill Callahan shared some of 
the history of introducing neighbor-
hood residents to using computers. As 
Executive Director of the Stockyard 
Area Development Corporation in 1994 
operating out of the old Gilbert School 
Building on W. 58th in the Stockyard 

neighborhood, Callahan said the fed-
eral government was implementing the 
Welfare to Work program and many 
residents were being told they needed 
computer skills, specifi cally being able 
to use a spreadsheet to get a job. To help, 
Callahan said Stockyard Area Develop-
ment Corporation began to obtain do-
nations of computers, offering 10 hours 
of computer classes and a computer for 
residents to take home for $40.
 Callahan noted that now, 30 years 
later, the 44102-zip code, in which he 
worked in in 1994 and that ASC3 now 
has its offi ce located, is on the top of 
a national list of areas where there are 
high numbers of residents without in-
ternet access. He said 44102 has about 
19,000 households and about 7,000 of 
those households have no desktop or 
laptop computer in the home. An equal 
number don’t have internet access, he 
said. Callahan emphasized that the task 
of bringing people into the digital age 
“is not one of those things where you 
can say let’s do a program and we will 
have it fi xed.”
 City of Cleveland Digital Inclusion 
Manager Ricardo Reinoso spoke of 
the City of Cleveland’s use of federal 
Emergency Broad Band funds provided 
through the federal Affordable Con-
nectivity Program to partner with the 
nonprofi t organizations to help residents 
access the internet. He said the City of 
Cleveland is also using $20 million in 
American Rescue Act program funding 
to work with Digital C to provide fi ber 
and low-cost internet to every block in 
the City of Cleveland. He said by June 
of 2025, Digital C should be rolled 
out citywide. Reinoso said that City of 
Cleveland plans call for replacing all 
computer labs in Cleveland recreation 
centers with new ones by next year. He 
suggested that on days when the recre-
ation centers are being used as heating 
or cooling centers because of weather 
conditions, the City should open the 
computer labs for 24-hour use.
 Cleveland Foundation Chief of Tech-
nology and Platform Solutions Leon 
Wilson said he sees improving digital 
access for residents as a three-legged 
stool: access to affordable devices, 
digital literacy training and affordable 
broadband internet. When he met folks 
from PCs for People in St. Paul Min-
nesota, he asked what it would take to 
get them to come to Cleveland. He also 
noted that Cleveland is lucky to have 
two nonprofi t internet service providers 
– Digital C which has the contract to 
connect most of Cleveland to the inter-
net for $18 a month, and PCs for People 

which already has a contract providing 
the Old Brooklyn neighborhood with 
internet access for $14 per month.
 Director of Community Outreach and 
Education for Digital C Ladonna Norris 
said that engineers working for the 
program say they are ahead of sched-
ule and are confi dent that the entire 
City of Cleveland will have access to 
high quality internet for $18 per month 
within the next 14 months. Norris said 
she is a resident of 44102 and will be 
signing up for the $18 a month internet 
service as soon as it gets to her street. 
She said she is currently paying $80 a 
month for internet service. Norris said 
residents can text, call or email Digital 
C to see when their block will be getting 
service. She said you can even sign up to 
get contacted when your neighborhood 
has access. Digital C’s phone number is 
216-777-3859. The Digital C website is 
www.digitalC.org
 Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-
trict (CMSD) Information Technology 
Offi cer Curtis Timmons said during the 
pandemic CMSD was able to provide 
20,000 computers to our students and 
created hotspots in the community for 
families that didn’t have internet access 
in their homes. Timmons expressed 
concern that there wasn’t a sustainable 
model for keeping the households 
where students live connected to the in-
ternet. He said, the money that allowed 
families to connect to the internet has 
dried up already. 
 Speakers at the Digital Diversity 
Dialogue offered resources that res-
idents and community organizations 
can explore to learn more about efforts 
to close the digital divide in Cleveland. 
Some of the resources to explore are 
Connect Your Community’s website at: 
www.connectyourcommunity.org. The 
site offers updates on news about efforts 
to provide digital access. Greater Cleve-
land’s online digital skills learning site: 
https://cleveland.digitallearn.org The 
National Digital Inclusion Alliance that 
has a list serve, offers information on 
digital advocacy efforts and can help 
answer questions such as the availabil-
ity of digital learning classes in other 
languages at www.digitalinclusion.org.
 Leon Wilson of the Cleveland Foun-
dation urged organizations or individ-
uals interested in getting involved in 
closing the digital divide in Cleveland to 
get involved with the Greater Cleveland 
Digital Equity Coalition. He described 
the organization as a loosely managed 
group that comes together to discuss 
national, state, and local policies related 
to digital access.

Ground which I had had gleaned from 
Bill Krejci. He has been researching 
this former burial ground for another 

book he’s working on and is sharing 
his research with me for this series. 
Thanks to Bill I could report that the 
(Old) Burying/Burial Ground ran along 
today’s Memphis Ave. to the end of 
today’s Greenline Building; then behind 

today’s St. Luke’s Church building to 
the side wall of St. Luke’s educational 
annex; then along St. Luke’s sidewall 
to today’s Pearl Rd.; and then along 
Pearl Rd. back to Memphis Ave. Bill 
also supplied me with the names (and 
dates of transfers) of all the owners of 
the property on which this fi rst public 
cemetery in Brighton was located, be-
ginning with Warren Young on whose 
farm the cemetery land was originally, 
and ending with the Western Reserve 
Association of the United Church of 
Christ (in May of 2013).  
 This month I will continue to discuss 
the Old Burying/Burial Ground. It 
closed in 1836 when Brookmere Cem-
etery was established on August 23rd 
of the same year, and the deceased in 
the Old Burying Ground were to have 
been exhumed and reburied in Brook-
mere Cemetery. Based on his headstone 
research at Brookmere, Bill has given 
me the names of fi ve people who’ve 
obviously been reinterred.  Because 
the dates of their deaths preceded the 
establishment of Brookmere Cemetery, 
we can conclude that: eighteen-year-old 
Sherrod Ross, who died in 1824;
six-month-old William Ozias Case, 
who died in 1830; fi fty-one-year-old 
Thaddeus Ross, who died in 1830; sev-
enty-four-year-old Amos Brainard, who 
died in 1832; and twenty-fi ve-year-old 
Lucien Snow, who died in 1835 were 
reinterred at Brookmere from an earlier 
burial place which was probably the 
(Old) Burying/Burial Ground.  Amos 
Brainard was a veteran of the Revolu-

OLD BURYING GROUNDOLD BURYING GROUND
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tionary War.  
 Although no burial stones at Brook-
mere Cemetery have been located for 
them, by looking on the fi ndagrave.
com website, Bill has also learned 
about three other people whose deaths 
preceded the establishment of Brook-
mere Cemetery but who are recorded as 
being buried there. They are: Manoris 
Akin, who died in 1819; Martha Akins 
Brainard, who died in 1820; and Jabin 
Brainerd, who died in 1828.
All three were probably initially interred 
in the Old Burying/Burial Ground.
 The biggest question at this point, 
though, is – “After the establishment 
of Brookmere Cemetery, were any of 
the people interred in the Old Burying/
Burial Ground left behind at the time of 
the transfer of bodies to Brookmere?”  
Here’s how local cemetery researcher 
and author Bill Krejci responded to that 
question – 
 Since being contacted by Lynette for 
the March article, I decided to take an-
other look at deaths that occurred in and 
around South Brooklyn prior to 1836. 
After a few days, I had compiled a list 
of more than thirty individuals, whose 
names do not appear in any of the sur-
rounding cemeteries. Their surnames 
include a preponderance of Brainards, 
plus Akin (Akins/Aiken), Beebe, Coo-
per, Cushman, Mason, Nason, Vaughn, 
Winfi eld and Young. There’s a very good 
likelihood that they were originally laid 
to rest in the Old Burying Ground on 
the northwest corner of Memphis and 
Pearl. It’s also possible they were moved 

to Brookmere, but it may also be that 
their graves remain undisturbed on that 
corner lot.
 Two years ago, while researching 
veterans of the Revolutionary War who 
were buried in Cuyahoga County, I 
stumbled upon one Richard Cooper, 
whose death notice in “The Cleveland 
Whig” newspaper stated that he died 
in Brooklyn on February 28, 1836, at 
the age of 91. According to his service 
record, Cooper enlisted on May 14, 
1778, at Haverstraw, New York in the 
5th Regiment of the New York Line. He 
was honorably discharged three years 
later at Jockey Hollow in Morristown, 
Morris County, New Jersey. He served 
at the Battle of Fort Montgomery and 
was in the Battle of Hogback in Tioga 
County, New York, while participating 
in General Sullivan’s expedition. He 
also fought at the Battle of Bunker Hill 
on June 17, 1775, and was present at 
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at 
Yorktown, Virginia on October 19, 1781. 
Following the War, Richard Cooper set-
tled in Bradford County, Pennsylvania, 
but in 1834, to be with his son James, 
he relocated in Brooklyn, Ohio, where 
he died two years later.
 As no specifi c area of Brooklyn Town-
ship was named in his death notice, es-
tablishing a place of burial seemed like 
an impossibility. But in taking a second 
look at his service record, I discovered a 
name on his pension papers that fi nally 
answered that question. When Cooper 
transferred his pension payments from 
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REAL ESTATE
I BUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216) 
324-3934.

SEEKING RENTAL
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

Wanted

         PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 20, 2024; W. 29th between Church Avenue and Clinton Avenue: The Cleveland City Council 
accepted a grant from the Project for Public Spaces to explore creating one or more pedestrian plazas 
on W. 29th between Clinton and Detroit avenues. 

34th annual Senior Day on Wednesday, 
May 15 at Cleveland Public Hall (500 
Lakeside Ave). Programming begins at 
10 am with an information fair, followed 
by lunch at noon and entertainment at 
12:30 pm. All seniors are invited to this 
free event. For more information, call 
216-664-2833 or visit clevelandohio.
gov/aging. 
STATION HOPE is a free jubilant 
community festival celebrating Cleve-
land’s social justice heritage and explor-
ing contemporary struggles for freedom 
and equity in the form of short theatrical 
pieces, storytelling, music, dance, and 
visual art installations on the grounds 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church (2600 
Church Ave.), Cleveland’s fi rst authen-
ticated Underground Railroad site. It’s 
also an opportunity to check out the 
church’s beautiful original architecture. 
Saturday, May 25 from 7 pm-10 pm. All 
are welcome.

LEGAL AID
BRIEF ADVICE CLINIC: Have a 
legal question?  Legal Aid has answers! 
Visit this Brief Advice Clinic at the West 
Park Branch of the Cleveland Public 
Library(3805 W 157 St.) on Saturday, 
May 11 to chat with an attorney about 
a problem related to money, housing, 
family, employment or other issues. 
This clinic is fi rst come, fi rst served, 
no appointments needed. (Only ques-
tions on civil legal issues, not criminal 
problems). Please bring all important 
paperwork with you. Intake hour is from 
10 am to 11 am. In the meantime, Legal 
Aid is open 24/7 online at lasclev.org, or 
you can call Legal Aid for help during 
most business hours at 888-817-3777.
FREE EVICTION HELP: You may 
qualify for free legal representation at 
your eviction hearing if you have at 
least one minor child in your household 

and meet income guidelines. Call the 
Legal Aid Society at 216-861-5835 or 
apply online at lasclev.org to fi nd out if 
you are eligible for free legal help. The 
sooner you call, the more a lawyer can 
do for you.

LIBRARIES
FREE GENEALOGY CLINIC: The 
Cleveland Public Library’s Genealogy 
Clinics are informal sessions that allow 
you to drop in to receive help with your 
family history and genealogy projects 
from library staff and expert volunteers 
from the African American Genealog-
ical Society of Cleveland. Join us any-
time between 10:30 am and 1:30 pm on 
select dates on the 6th fl oor of the Louis 
Stokes wing of the Main Branch of the 
Cleveland Public Library (525 Superior 
Ave). Free and open to all! Those new 
to genealogy, please arrive by 10:45 to 
take advantage of our group instruction 
for beginners. The next clinic will be 
Saturday, May 11. Questions? Call 
216-623-2864.
WRITE NOW FREE FICTION 
GROUP: Join Literary Cleveland 
and instructor Alex Ashbrook at the 
Cleveland Public Library Lorain Branch 
(8216 Lorain Ave.) from 10:30 am to 
noon, the fourth Saturday of each month 
for fi ction writing and community in this 
free monthly writing group for adults. 
Each month we will read samples of 
published stories and novels for in-
spiration, discuss craft and form, draft 
our own fi ction writing in response to 
in-class exercises, and build community 
among fellow writers. Join us every 
month or stop by for a single session. 
This group is great for making progress 
on an ongoing project or for starting 
something new. This month’s session 
will be on Saturday, May 25.
WRITERS AND READERS: Join 
Tonessa Welch, the First Lady of BMF 
and an NAACP Image Award Nominee, 

for a panel about overcoming challenges 
after incarceration and ways to help 
formerly incarcerated women blossom 
into their full potential. Friday, May 4 at 
11 am at the Main Branch of the Cleve-
land Public Library (525 Superior Ave). 
Register at cpl.org/upcoming.    

SUMMER PROGRAMS
CAMP FORBES: Registration is now 
open to spend a week this summer 
at Cleveland’s free youth residential 
summer camp, Camp Forbes. Cleve-
land kids ages 9 to 13 are eligible. 
Parents or guardians can sign up their 
child at any of Cleveland’s recreation 
centers. The child’s birth certifi cate, 
shot records, and a utility bill from the 
last three months are required. Space 
is limited! For more information, call 
216-263-5325.
CAMP KESEM provides a free, 
week-long overnight summer camp 
for children of cancer patients. Kesem 
serves children ages 6-18 who have 
lost a parent to cancer, have a parent 
undergoing cancer treatment, or whose 
parent is a cancer survivor. Contact us at 
greatercleveland.outreach@kesem.org
or 216-815-5585 to learn more.
YOUTH OUTDOORS FELLOW-
SHIP: The Cleveland Metroparks is 
now accepting applications for its Youth 
Outdoors Fellowship Program. The 
program seeks to provide teens ages 
14-18 exposure to the fi elds of parks 
and recreation, environmental educa-
tion and natural resource management. 
Participants can benefi t from resources 
and activities that help them explore 
their interests and skills, gain employ-
ment experience, and learn about career 
opportunities. $300 stipends provided 
for participation. Apply now at www.
clevelandmetroparks.com/yofp.

SUPPORT GROUPS
COMMUNITY SAFE SPACE 
MEETING: People impacted by sub-

stance use within their family or com-
munity are invited to this free monthly 
support group, present by Project White 
Butterfl y. We meet the fi rst Sunday of 
each month from 1 pm-3 pm at Lake-
wood Family YMCA (16915 Detroit 
Ave). This month’s meeting will be on 
Sunday, May 5.

VOLUNTEERING
BUSINESS MENTORS NEEDED: 
The Cleveland chapter of SCORE 
is seeking volunteers from the local 
business community to provide free 
mentoring and advice to a diverse range 
of small businesses and entrepreneurs. 
Contact Michael Lawson at Michael.
lawson@scorevolunteer.org or 513-
432-2358.
GARDENWALK CLEVELAND, 
which will be held on Saturday, July 
13 and Sunday 14 this year, is currently 
looking for enthusiastic people interest-
ed in volunteering or in including their 
garden in this year’s event. The garden 
walks will be held in many Cleveland 
neighborhoods, including the following 
westside neighborhoods: Ohio City, 

Old Brooklyn, Tremont, West Park, 
Edgewater, and Detroit Shoreway.Visit 
gardenwalkcleveland.org/get-involved
or email us at info@gardenwalkcleve-
land.org.
REENTRY MENTORSHIP INI-
TIATIVE: The Writers in Residence 
program is seeking adults interested in 
mentoring our youth who are incarcerat-
ed. Our mentors meet regularly with our 
youth to help them achieve their goals, 
build life skills, and develop their self 
worth as they work to reenter society. 
Contact us at info@writersnresidence.
org.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2

Study to examine possible pedestrian plazas on W. 29th
 At its April 15th meeting, Cleve-
land City Council approved accepting 
a $100,000 grant from the Project for 
Public Spaces to conduct a West 29th 
Street Open Street Program that may 
ultimately create one or more pedestri-
an plaza(s) in area(s) along West 29th 
Street north of Clinton Avenue and 
South of Detroit Avenue.
 The street is part of what many refer 
to as Hingetown. The area includes a 
variety of food and beverage shops, 
novelty shops, restaurants, work out 
facilities, and the Transformer Station 
which features the work of various 

artists.
 The West 29th Street Open Street 
Program could result in designs and 
installations of one or more pedestrian 
plazas. Local residents, property own-
ers, tenants, and other stakeholders 
will be engaged in the study, selection, 
design, programming, and installation 
of the pedestrian plaza(s) in the area(s) 
selected along West 29th Street. 
 The on-street parking on W. 29th is 
often completely full, with cars roam-
ing the neighborhood looking for open 
parking places.

da, New Hampshire, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, Washington, and 
Wyoming do not levy a state income 
tax.
 On the webinar were: Policy Matters 
Research Director Zach Schiller; Mat-
thew Tippit from the Children’s De-
fense Fund; Patrick Russell, a Zanes-
ville father of three; Larry Bresler from 
Northeast Ohioans for Budget Legisla-
tion Equality (NOBLE); and Bailey 
Williams.
 Schiller described a mechanism that 
could limit the share of household in-
come spent on property taxes for own-
ers and renters. “A property tax circuit 
breaker works like an electrical circuit 
breaker,” he said. “Beyond a certain 
limit set by the state, the circuit break-
er kicks in, and the state covers the tax 
that remains, so schools, libraries, and 
other public services don’t lose vital 
revenue.”
 Schiller also noted that lower-in-
come Ohioans pay as much as four 
times their income in property tax as 
the top 1%. Working with a model of 
local and state taxes showed that a 5% 
circuit breaker would benefi t about one 
in six Ohio taxpayers.
 “It is very important to note that 
this is not some wild, eccentric, radi-
cal new policy. Twenty-nine states, in-
cluding the District of Columbia, have 
some form of circuit breaker,” he said, 
“including Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
and West Virginia. This is the most tar-

geted form of property tax relief going 
to the people that need it.”
 Tippit described the need for a ful-
ly refundable child tax credit. More 
than 20% of children live in poverty in 
Ohio, with one in seven children fac-
ing food insecurity. The child poverty 
rate in Cleveland is 45.9%, the ninth 
highest in the state and the highest for 
any city in the United States with a 
population over 300,000 people. For 
people in poverty of all ages, Cleve-
land is second in the country behind 
Detroit at 31.5%.
 The Thriving Families Tax Cred-
it “allows families the fl exibility to 
spend it on what their children need,” 
Tippit said.
 State Representatives Casey Wein-
stein and Lauren McNally introduced 
the Thriving Families Tax Credit, or 
House Bill 290, last year to help sup-
port nearly two million children in 
Ohio. If passed, families with children 
under age fi ve will receive a benefi t of 
up to $1,000 per child and up to $500 
per child for those between 6 and 17 
years of age. Families earning less 
than $65,000 would qualify for the 
entire benefi t amount. Benefi ts are less 
for those who make between $65,000-
85,000 a year.
 The legislation has stalled since its 
introduction. The possibility of passing 
the bill is uncertain, given the Republi-
can supermajority’s reluctance to take 
it up.
 “Some people might use the tax 
credit to make sure children have 
school clothes for the year,” said Tip-

pit. “Families can choose how to spend 
the extra income based on their needs.”
 Childcare costs about $11,000 a 
year, or 40% of a single parent’s in-
come. The costs are unsustainable for 
some people.
 “We live in a state where we are 
ranked 29th in child well-being. Fami-
lies are surviving and not thriving,” he 
added.
 Patrick Russell, 32, a Zanesville 
father of three, shared how he and his 
wife Nikki, 32, handle health chal-
lenges, education debt, and barriers to 
work by making do with less and how 
refundable tax credits would help them 
afford the basics and stay afl oat. Their 
children range in age from 10 to six to 
two years old.
 With school loans over $70,000 for 
their education and extra loans to cov-
er basic expenses, the couple amassed 
a mound of debt over $190,000. The 
COVID-19 pandemic further eroded 
their ability to make ends meet, with 
Nikki on leave from work and Patrick 

unable to work due to health reasons. 
The COVID-era expansion of the fed-
eral Child Tax Credit helped pay for 
their living expenses.
 “It helped pay for food; it helped 
pay for everything,” Russell said. “It 
did make a difference.”
 Credit card debt racked up for gas, 
groceries, clothes, and school fees. 
They asked local charities for help 
during the Christmas holidays and 
relied on food banks for basic food 
needs, which they continue to do.
 “My wife would feed the kids fi rst, 
then take a smaller portion for herself, 
which we continue to do to this day,” 
said Russell. “I eat only one meal a day 
to save money.”
 Bresler explained refundable tax 
credits like the federal Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC). Low to moder-
ate-income workers with qualifying 
children may be eligible to claim the 
tax credit if they have worked and 
earned income under $63,398, have 
investment income below $11,000 in 

the tax year 2023, have a valid Social 
Security number, and are a U.S. citizen 
or a resident alien. The Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) is a work credit that 
may give you money back at tax time 
or lower the federal taxes you owe.
 “If the credit exceeds the amount of 
taxes owed, the taxpayer can receive 
the remaining balance as a refund.” 
Bresler noted that Ohio’s EITC is 
not refundable, saying, “If we had a 
refundable tax credit in Ohio, an es-
timated 1,750,000 people, including 
670,000 children, would benefi t.”
 Williams described a sales tax credit 
that would be more targeted than the 
recently expanded sales tax holiday, a 
measure that, he noted, is “panned by 
both liberal and conservative groups 
as overly broad. It doesn’t do enough 
for those who need it,” Williams said. 
A targeted sales tax would “offset the 
regressive nature of the sales tax by 
targeting relief to those who need it.”

POLICY MATTERSPOLICY MATTERS
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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         PHOTO BY MARYANN ROSENBERG
Monday, April 1, 2024; Dyngus Day Cleveland celebration, Happy Dog’s street stage (W. 54th to W. 58th) 
and Gordon Green: This sign welcomes guests to the Dyngus Day Cleveland celebration.

OLD BURYING GROUNDOLD BURYING GROUND
continued from page 6continued from page 6

benefi t from this public infrastructure 
have come from the Cleveland Browns’ 
owners – the Haslams- - and the Cleve-
land Cavalier’s owner Dan Gilbert.
 Mayor Justin Bibb and Cleveland 
City Council also are negotiating with 
Cleveland Brown’s owners Jimmy and 
Dee Haslam over the future of the City 
of Cleveland owned stadium on the 
lakefront. The Haslams are reportedly 
asking for $600 million in public sub-
sidies toward the cost of a $1.2 billion 
renovation of the Browns’ Stadium. The 
current stadium is less than 30 years old.

NEWS ANALYSIS
 The City of Cleveland administra-
tion and Cleveland City Council have 
promised that if anything is left over 
after spending TIF revenue on the 
Shore to Core to Shore Plan, that 35% 
of the leftovers will spent in Cleveland 
neighborhoods. Is this promise just to 
appease Clevelanders and their City 
Council representatives to get the funds 
to support projects for the developers 
of the lakefront and riverfront, or is it a 
promise that has some substance?
 This seems like something out of 
the past. Millions of dollars in federal 
Urban Development Action Grants and 
tax abatements were given to downtown 
development projects with a promise 
that they would create a future revenue 
stream for the City of Cleveland. That 
revenue stream never occurred. Recall 
some of these projects – urban renewal, 
the Medical Mart, tax abatements to 
downtown bank headquarters, fi nancing 
of Gateway and the Cleveland Browns’ 
stadium. When Cleveland Economic 
Development Director Tanisha Jackson 
tried to collect on some of the eco-
nomic development loans the City of 
Cleveland had made to developers that 
weren’t living up to the terms originally 
set, Mayor Bibb fi red her.
 Can we expect the promises of funds 
for Cleveland neighborhoods to be ful-
fi lled? A look back at promises made in 
the past would be a good place to start 
examining the prospects of promises 
being kept. Veteran Cleveland journalist 
Roldo Bartimole’s recently published 
book, Power: Who Governs Cleveland,
points out some of the promises made 
by Mayor Michael White when trying 
to pass the “sin” tax to support the Gate-
way development and a new stadium 
for the Cleveland professional baseball 
team and a new arena for the Cleveland 
professional basketball team.
 Referring to Mayor White, Roldo 
Bartimole says, “In his campaign to 
sell the ‘sin’ tax, he made promises of 
16,000 permanent jobs and tax revenue 
for the neighborhoods. He promised 
he’d allow no tax abatement to be given 
to the stadium and arena and that the 
Cleveland schools would benefi t with 
$15.6 million in ‘additional taxes’.”

 Roldo goes on to say that a year after 
the vote for the sin tax, Mayor White 
went down to Columbus and success-
fully lobbied the State Legislature to 
award a permanent tax exemption to the 
stadium and arena. This meant no mon-
ey to the Cleveland’s public schools, or 
the neighborhoods would come from 
property tax revenue from the new Gate-
way complex. Most Cleveland residents 
voted against the passage of the sin tax; 
however, the vote was county wide, 
and most Cuyahoga County’s suburban 
residents voted for the tax to assure its 
passage.
 In his book, Roldo Bartimole lists 
many of the past low or no interest 
loans, tax abatements, Tax Increment Fi-

nancing, and many other subsidies that 
went to downtown interests. He shows 
that in periods when no tax abatements 
were awarded, development occurred 
downtown at a rate like that subsidized 
by tax abatements.  
 In 1995, the City of Cleveland was 
in danger of losing its professional 
football team, the Cleveland Browns. 
While the City of Cleveland owned 
the old Municipal Stadium, Cleveland 
Brown’s owner Art Modell secured all 
the revenue from its use. Having lost a 
major tenant when the baseball team 
moved to the new Gateway complex, 
Modell was clamoring for an upgrade to 
the stadium which he said would bring 
additional revenue needed to make the 

Browns solvent. 
 Cleveland Plain Dealer articles from 
1995 describe the dire circumstances 
facing the City of Cleveland during 
that period. Cost overruns for building 
the Gateway complex left the project 
with a $28 million dollar defi cit. The 
Cleveland Municipal School District 
had been taken over by the State of Ohio 
because it too was running a huge defi -
cit. A reform School Board that Mayor 
White had helped to elect was powerless 
as an administrator approved by the 
State of Ohio, Richard Boyd, ran the 
School District. It was a sore point for 
many Cleveland residents that promised 
revenue from the stadiums never went 
to the school system and that huge tax 
abatements and tax increment fi nancing 
for downtown interests deprived the 
schools and neighborhoods of much 
needed revenue.
 Scrambling to come up with revenue, 
the White administration proposed a 
12% parking tax of which 10% would 
go to stadium renovation and 2% would 
go to the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District to restore extracurricular 

activities that had just been drastically 
cut by the State of Ohio overseers. 
The parking lot owners pushed back 
and threatened to put the issue on the 
November ballot.
 With a deadline set by Art Modell for 
the City of Cleveland to come up with 
$154 million for a major renovation 
of the Municipal Stadium, the White 
Administration in hopes of adverting a 
levy campaign, lowered the proposed 
parking tax to 8% and proposed two 
other taxes, an increase in the City of 
Cleveland’s admission tax from 6% to 
8% and an increase in the motor vehicle 
lease tax from $4 to $6. In doing this, 
White promised that in addition to funds 
raised for stadium repairs, the funds 
raised by these taxes would provide 
$2 million per year to the Cleveland 
Municipal School District for sports 
and extracurricular activities.
 From accounts in the Plain Dealer 
archives, it is unclear why Mayor White 
chose the $2 million dollar amount. 
Given the pushback from the broken... 
Note: article continued online at  Note: article continued online at  
https://plainpress.bloghttps://plainpress.blog
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Pennsylvania to Cuyahoga County, he 
had to swear a statement saying that he 
was the identical person named in the 
pension fi le. That statement was wit-
nessed and signed by Richard Vaughn 
-- Justice of the Peace, resident of South 
Brooklyn and owner of the lot that con-
tained the Old Burying Ground. Since 
his death occurred six months before the 
establishment of Brookmere Cemetery, 
and he was apparently residing in South 
Brooklyn, it’s likely that Richard Cooper 
was laid to rest in that little patch of 
grass on the corner of Memphis and 
Pearl. And it’s possible that it remains 
his place of repose, as well as the fi nal 

resting place of many other early in-
habitants of South Brooklyn, who never 
made that fi nal journey to Brookmere.
 The reason Bill Krejci thinks that 
it’s likely that Richard Cooper is still 
interred at the Old Burying/Burial 
Ground is that Richards’s son James 
moved West shortly after his father’s 
death and wouldn’t have been in town at 
the time arrangements were being made 
for bodies to be moved to Brookmere 
Cemetery. 
 Next month I expect to be discussing 
the congregation which was the pre-
cursor of St. Luke’s United Church of 
Christ, followed by the other historical 
structures in the vicinity, before delving 
into more recent changes in ownership 
and plans for the corner.


