bubbles.

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN

Saturday, April 5, 2025; Walmart sponsored Easter
Egg Hunt, Roberto Clemente Park, 2690 Seymour
Avenue: August, age 4, is fully engaged in making

Cleveland’s Westside Newspaper

West S|deCathoI|cCenter offerscwcleof carefor thosein need

by Edie Le Bouton

West Side Catholic Center (WSCC),
3135 Lorain Avenue, is a place where
any individual can get free clothes, free
shoes, free meals, day shelter and care.

Open six days a week, a person can
drop in and shower, use a telephone,
have a mailbox, and get emergency
services.

s d

The Resource Center also provides
Nurse Clinics, a Mobile Health Van
and Podiatry care. The staff will help
with identification and birth certificate
vouchers and do addi ction assessments.

A Resource staff member meetswith
new clientsto determinetheir needsand
help them facilitate aplan to determine
where West Side Catholic Center sup-
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Saturday, April 5, 2025; “Hands Off” Protest against Trump and Musk,
W. 25" and Lorain Avenue: Protesters show their concern for the

future of Social Security.

Fir Ave. residents seek removal of concrete
patchesand restoration of their brick street

by Chuck Hoven

Fir Avenueresidentswould liketo see
their street restored as acompletely red
brick street. The stretch of Fir Avenue
they live on, between W. 65" and W.
69" Streets— just afew blocks south of
Franklin, isabrick street that has been
repeatedly patched with concrete.

Long time Fir Avenue resident Jason
Hauser remembers the first concrete
patch placed on Fir Avenue in 1976.
He said he was 10 years old then. Over
the yearsthe City of Cleveland and the
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
have continued to make repairs on the
street using concrete patchesrather than
replacing the brick.

Hauser recalls some of the times
when street repairs were needed. He
said onetime astreet cleaning machine
got stuck in aholeinthe street when the
street caved in. Hauser knows the City
of Cleveland can do the brick laying
necessary to keep the street al brick.
On one occasion heinsisted that a hole
in front of his house be patched with
brick, and the City obliged.

Visiting the various patches on the
street, Hauser has a story for each one.
He pointed out one patch that had a
plastic lining under it, because the City
of Cleveland intended to come back and
replace the concrete patch with bricks.

He said that never happened.

Over theyearsresidents have contact-
ed their City Council Representativesin
hopesof getting the brick street restored.
Yet nothing has been done. Hauser
recalls fifty or sixty residents signing
a petition calling for the restoration of
thebrick street. He said the petition was
givento Councilman Matt Zonein 2013
or 2014. Current Ward 15 Councilwom-
an Jenny Spencer has also been made
aware of the wishes of residents of Fir
Avenueto have the concrete patches on
thelr street replaced with brick.

With some Fir Avenue residents see-
ing their property taxes doublefrom the
latest Cuyahoga County appraisal, they
wonder what it will take for the City of
Cleveland to spend some of those tax
dollarson their street.

Residents have seen other brick
streetsin the City of Cleveland restored
or repaired with bricks rather than con-
crete. They wonder what it takes to get
onthelist to have these repairs done on
Fir Avenue. Phone messages from the
Plain Press placed this question with
the Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects
Director James DeRosaand Mayor Jus-
tin Bibb’'sMediaRelations Office. The
Plain Press did not receive a response
prior to the publication of thisissue.

port programs can help.

Not affiliated with the Catholic
Diocese or Catholic Charities, West
Side Catholic Center is an independent
organization that provides a circle of
care for those in need.

The WCSSwas founded by the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph.
The building was a community center
and then abar/bowling alley. It worked
well, when the Sisters of St. Joseph
bought the building because the bar had
akitchen.

A clothes storein the front of WSCC
lets five people in to shop at 20-minute
incrementsfor clothesand shoes, which
are donated to WSCC. Clothesthat are
determined to be un-wearable are put
into a recycle bin, from which WSCC
gets a small amount of money.

WSCC provides breskfast and lunch
Monday through Friday and breakfast
and dinner on Saturday. They work
with the Greater Cleveland Food Bank,
Sanson Produce and Dave's Market in
Ohio City, which all support WSCC's
various meals programs throughout the
year, and WSCC will purchase addition-
al items from commercial vendors like
GFS.

The Food Pantry is open three times
every month.

A link in the circle is The Moriah
House, WSCC'’s twenty-seven bed
emergency shelter across the street
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from WSCC. It houses parents with a Monday, April 14, 2025; West Side Catholic Center, 3135 Lorain Ave-
nue: West Side Catholic Center Executive Director Michael Bernot.

continued on page 6

Thousands gather to say “Hands Off” to Trump and Musk

by Chuck Hoven

Two thousand protesters from
throughout Greater Cleveland came
to W. 25" and Lorain on April 5" to
joinin anational “Hands Off” protest,
objecting to President Donald Trump’s
administration’s policies and the Fed-
eral budget cuts enacted by Trump’s
Department of Government Efficiency
(DOGE) led by hillionaire Elon Musk.

The Greater Cleveland protesters

filled Market Square Park and the side-
walks on both sides of Lorain and W.
25" Street in the surrounding blocks.
Many who came to the neighborhood
had difficulty finding a parking spot
nearby and were seen walking for
blocks carrying their signs on their
way to the protest.

Theproteststhat took placethrough-
out the nation on April 5" werelargely
organized online by the Indivisible

Project which teamed up with other pro-
gressive organizations to rally people
throughout the country to participatein
the protest. The Indivisible Project says
itis“is alocaly led, people-powered
movement of thousands of local groups
in red, blue, and purple states, and in
urban, suburban, and rural areas.”

The Indivisible Project says its mis-
sionis“to power and lift up agrassroots
continued on page 3

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, April 13, 2025; Fir Avenue between W. 65" and W. 69" Street, Fir Avenue: Resident Jason Hauser
stands by some of the concrete patches used by the City of Cleveland to repair the brick street. Hauser
says residents want the concrete patches removed and replaced with bricks. Fir residents would like a
completely brick street as it was before the first concrete patch was placed on the street in 1976.
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Saturday, April 5, 2025; “Hands Off” Protest against Trump and Musk, W. 25" and Lorain Avenue: Residents
rally against the Trump Regime. Two thousand protesters filled Market Square Park and the surrounding
sidewalks on Lorain and W. 25" Street to protest the policies of President Donald Trump, and federal
budget and staffing cuts initiated by Elon Musk and the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE).

Step Forward encour ages county residentsto
make use of year-round energy assistance

As uncertainty continues to ripple
through communities affected by fed-
eral layoffs and economic instability,
Step Forward is urging Northeast Ohio
residents to recognize the vital role of
energy assistance programs like the
Home Energy Assistance Program
(HEAP) in keeping families safe,
healthy, and housed.

Thispast Winter Crisis Season alone,
Step Forward provided more than
$586,000 in utility assistance to help
over 1,700 individuals and families
across Cuyahoga County stay warm and
avoid shut-offs, many of whom were
facing job loss, medical emergencies,
or other financia challenges.”

While the Winter Crisis Program
has ended for the season, Step Forward
reminds residents that help doesn’t
stop there. The Percentage of Income
Payment Plan Plus (PIPP+) is avail-
able year-round and designed to offer
long-term stability for income-eligible
households. By paying afixed percent-
age of their monthly incometoward gas
and electric bills, customersenrolled in
PIPP+ can avoid spikesin utility costs.
And when payments are made on time
and in full, any remaining balance may

be forgiven.

“Itistruethat Ohio’semergency win-
ter assistance program is now closed,
but annual benefits for HEAP are till
being processed,” said Jackie Boehn-
lein, Step Forward's Vice President of
Community Services. “The people we
help, largely, are working in low-wage
jobs. Many, especially now, arefinding
themsel ves unexpectedly laid off. What
are you supposed to do when you are
working or cannot find work and the
cost of everyday living keeps spiraling
higher?’

To qualify for PIPP+, households
must be at or below 175% of the Fed-
eral Poverty Guidelines (for example,
$52,500 annually for afamily of four)
and receive service from a regulated
electric or natural gas provider in Ohio.
Applications for PIPP+ — and other
energy assistance programs — can be
submitted online at energyhelp.ohio.
gov, or by mailing a completed appli-
cation to Energy Assistance Programs,
PO. Box 1240, Columbus, OH 43216.

For more information about avail-
able energy assistance programs, visit
stepforwardtoday.org or call (216) 350-
8008.

ARTS
ART HOUSE URBAN BRIGHT
ANNUAL STUDENT EXHIBITION
will beheld at Art House, 3119 Denison
Avenue, on May 2" with an Ice Cream
Social from4-5:30 p.m. and an Opening
Reception from 6-8p.m.
ART HOUSE COMMUNITY CUL-
TURE NIGHT featuring artists Mi-
chelle Smith and Ray McNiece will
be held on May 15 from 7-8:30 p.m. at
Art House, 3119 Denison Avenue. Free
and open to the public. Refreshments
provided. Keep a lookout for future
Community Culture Nights. Supported
by the Robert H. Reakirt Foundation.
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OPEN
STUDIO: Art House Inc. (3119 Den-
ison Ave.) offers a family-friendly,
pay-what-you-can art workshop on the
third Saturday of each month from 1
pm-3 pm. This month’s Friends and
Family Open Studio will be on Satur-
day, May 17. Children are welcome but
must be accompanied by an adult. Visit
arthouseinc.org to sign up or call 216-
398-8556 for more information.
MUSICAT MAIN - SUGARMULES:
Join us for a free performance by
“Cleveland’s Unexpectedly Good
Bluegrass Band”, the Sugar Mules, on
Saturday, May 3 from 2 pm to 3 pm on
thethird floor of the main branch of the
Cleveland Public Library downtown
(325 Superior Ave).
SPRING ART SHOW AND OPEN
STUDIOS: The Screw Factory (13000
AthensAve, Lakewood) isproud to host
our Spring Art Show & Open Studios,
with resident artists alongside avariety
of guest artists on Friday, May 2 from
6 pm to 10 pm and on Saturday, May 3
from 10 am to 3 pm.
URBANBRIGHT EXHIBITION: Art
House Inc.’s annua student exhibition
will take place Friday May 2 at our
campus at 3119 Denison Ave. Come
see al the creativity our students have
put into their work and join us for an
ice cream social! The ice cream social
will run from 4 pm to 5:30 pm, and the
opening receptionwill befrom6pmto 8
pm.Admissionisfree. Visit arthouseinc.
org for more information.
WALKABOUT TREMONT: Expe-
rience the best of Tremont's creative,
diverse and walkable neighborhood
during this monthly event, the second
Friday of eachmonth at itsart galleries,
boutiques, bars and restaurants. Join us
thismonth on Friday, May 9, whenwe'll
celebrate Spring and move the event
outdoors for the first time this season.
For moreinformation, visit walkabout-
tremont.com.
THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF
ART'S COMMUNITY ARTS CEN-
TER(CAC): Explore community art
making at the CAC at 2937 W. 25"
Open every Saturday and Sunday from

10 am. to 5 p.m. to help families and
individuals of all ages connect to art
and expression. We invite you to drop
in during our open hoursor joinusfor a
specia workshop led by a professional
artist! View our gallery exhibition, Pa-
rade the Circle: Celebrating 30 Years
of Art and Community, to see puppets
and costumes from prior events. Expose
yourself to new materials and different
perspectives. Visit clevelandart.org/cac
for more information.
COMMUNITY
ARAB AMERICANS OF CLEVE-
LAND: Cdlling all Northeast Ohio Ar-
abs! Your voice matters. Help shape and
identify business opportunities, grants,
scholarships, workforce programs,
healthcare access, and advocacy pro-
grams for our community by becoming
involved with the Arab Americans of
Cleveland (AAC) Young Professionals
Network. Visit arabamericanscle.com
to learn more.
BILINGUAL IMMIGRATIONAND
WAGE THEFT CLINIC: Do you
need legal advice or assistance? We're
here to help! Join the Northeast Ohio
Worker Center and attorney José Juarez
for afree legal clinic for workers and
immigrants in our community. Clinics
are held monthly, either virtually or in
person (Cleveland, Ohio). Our next
two sessions will be on Saturday, May
3 and Saturday, June 7. Register now
at tinyurl.com/NEOworkerCenter and
we will contact you to schedule your
appointment.
COLLECTIVE THOUGHTS: A
news discussion group that meets on
the second and fourth Sunday of every
month from 9 amto 10 am at Harbor and
Bridge at 4321 Bridge Ave. The next
two meetings will be on Sunday, May
11 and Sunday, May 25. The meetings
areachanceto read, reflect, and respond
todifficult and divisiveissues. We often
talk about local issues (housing, polic-
ing, politics, gentrification, etc.), and
sometimestalk about more broad ones.
Email Matt at mattw@harborandbridge.
com for a copy of the article we'll be
discussing at the next meeting.
GIRLS EMPOWERMENT: Teens
ages 12 to 18 are welcome to join us
every Thursday from 4:15 pm to 5:15
pm at the Lorain Branch of the Cleve-
land Public Library (8216 Lorain Ave)
for thisfree empowerment group, where
girls come together in a safe space to
help build confidence, resilience and
self-esteem. Activities include team
building exercises, goal-setting, vision
boards and art projects.
OLDBROOKLYNCRIMEWATCH:
Join us the third Monday of every
month at 7 pm at St. James Lutheran
Church (4771 Broadview Rd). Thisis
an opportunity to hear from the 2nd
District Police, thefire department, and

the county prosecutor’soffice. Thereare
also occasional opportunities to meet
candidates for council, candidates for
judge, and candidates for state govern-
ment. This month’s meeting will be on
Monday, May 19.
“reNOUNcedeNOUNce” GANG IN-
TERVENTION (RDGI) isaprogram
dedicated to empowering and trans-
forming the lives of at-risk/high-risk
youth and young adults in gang activ-
ities. RDGI’s mission extends beyond
intervention, serving as a proactive
deterrent against youth involvement
in gangs. If you or someone you know
could benefit from our programs, visit
renouncedenouncegangprogram.org or
cal us at 440-723-8190.
EDUCATION
ASPIRE GREATER CLEVELAND
offers free GED, HiSET, and adult lit-
eracy classes to people 16 years of age
and older, both onlineand in person, in-
cluding at West Side Community House
(9300 Lorain Ave). If interested, call
216-770-6814 and ask for Doug, or visit
www.genca.org/aspire and completethe
interest form, and Doug will call you
with next steps.
FREE BOOKS for kids ages 0-5:
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
of Ohio mails kids one free book each
month until their 5th birthday. Any child
in Ohio between birth and age 5 is €li-
giblefor the program. To sign up, visit:
OhioimaginationLibrary.org.
FREE SEWING CLASSES: Esperan-
zaThreads (1370 W 69 St.) offers free
intensive training in industrial sewing
throughout the year for both hobbyists
and peoplelooking tolearn amarketable
skill toimprovetheir job prospects. We
require 100% participation and offer a
stipend program for low-income indi-
viduals. We offer a 4-week and 8-week
course. For moreinformation or to sign
up for acourse, visit esperanzathreads.
org/sewing-classes.
SPARK OHI O isaFREE kindergarten
readiness program for three and four
year oldsand their parents. You areyour
child’sfirst teacher, and wewant to help
you bethebest you can be. You and your
child will receive in-home education
enhancement with a parent partner to
work on skillsimportant for kindergar-

ten, including colors, numbers, shapes,
letters, and socia skills. You and your
childwill receivefree booksand freeart
supplies. For moreinformation, contact
Beth Darmstadter at 216-921-2023.
ENVIRONMENT
BIKE FIX-A-THON: All bikes need
annual tune-ups before the warmer
weather, but also, in our neighborhoods,
many residents have old or broken bikes
they would otherwise beriding. To help
residents get free on-the-spot repairs,
the Detroit Shoreway-Cudell Better
Streets Committeeisholding its second
annual Bike Fix-a-Thon at the Cudell
Rec Center on May 2 from 3:00 - 6:00
p.m. Theevent isafriendly, no-cost way
for residents to learn about their bikes,
get basic repairs, and grow connections
with neighbors. Spots are limited to the
first 30 bikes.
NUISANCE WILDLIFE TRAP-
PING: The City of Cleveland Division
of Animal Care and Control offers
trapping of “nuisance” wildlife (skunks,
groundhogs, opossums, and raccoons)
from May 1 through October 31. These
animals are euthanized and disposed
of, if removed from your property.
Traps are loaned for a $20 refundable
fee. (Note: this service does not handle
animals trapped in your home.) Call
216-664-3069.
RIVERSWEEP: Join Canaway Part-
ners, dozens of other community
groups, and hundreds of volunteers on
Saturday, May 3from9amto 11 amfor
thisannual litter clean-up, to help keep
garbage out of our beloved rivers and
lake. Various clean-up sites are located
along the Cuyahoga River and its trib-
utaries. To pick a location and to sign
up to volunteer, visit canalwaypartners.
com. Volunteer spotsarelimited. When
you arrive at your chosen clean-up
site, the site leader will greet you with
an event t-shirt and provide cleaning
suppliesand further instructions. Please
only register at onelocation. Registered
volunteers will receive an email invi-
tation to a Thank You Party after the
clean-up event. Don't forget to RSV Pto
the party! Questions? Contact Canalway
Partners at 216-520-1825.
HEALTHY URBAN TREE CANO-
PY PROGRAM: Cuyahoga County
will soon begin accepting applications

for the Healthy Urban Tree Canopy
(HUTC) program. The program sup-
ports planning, planting, and main-
tenance of thousands of trees across
the County. The application portal
is now live, and applications are due
June 6, at 4:00pm. Thoseinterested are
encouraged to register for the virtua
applicant webinar on Wednesday, May
14, at 10:00am. All HUTC application
materials and resources can be found
on the Cuyahoga Soil & Water Con-
servation District website at www.
cuyahogaswed.org/HUTC.
EVENTS

THE CLEVELAND ASIAN FESTI-
VAL, acelebration of Northeast Ohio’'s
diverseandrich Asian culture, will take
place again in Cleveland’s AsiaTown
neighborhood on Saturday, May 17 and
Sunday, May 18. The event featureslive
entertainment including cultural perfor-
mances and demonstrations on our two
outdoor stages, aWorld Marketplace of
100+ vendors and exhibitors, 30 local
restaurants and food trucks, free health
screenings at our Health Pavilion, free
activities, free games, an Asian Pop
Dance Cover competition, a trivia
challenge, and awesome mascots. Visit
clevelandasianfestival.org/2025/ for
more information.

CLEVELAND MARATHON: This
annual event returns to downtown
Cleveland and the near westside on
Saturday, May 17 and Sunday, May
18. The 5k, 10k, and kids run will be
on Saturday, followed by the full and
half marathons on Sunday. To register
for theraces, learn how to get involved,

continued on page 7
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“HANDS OFF” PROTEST

continued from page one
movement of local groups to defeat
the Trump agenda, elect progressive
leaders, and realize bold progressive
policies.” The group says its largest
source of funding is through grassroots
donations.

The online message sent out said the
group is committed to non-violence
and urged protesters to be peaceful.
A statement by the organizers said:
“Americans are fed up with the Musk-
Trump power grab and want an end to
the lawless raiding of our government.
‘Hands off!” is a simple rallying cry
against an administration that’s dan-
gerously overreaching and throwing
our democracy, our economy, and for
many -- our private lives-- into chaos.”

The group offered items for sup-
porters to say “hands off” to and urged
protesters to bring additional concerns
to therallies as well. Here are some of
the concerns the Indivisible Team ex-
pressedin their email sent to supporters:
“Hands off our Medicaid. Hands off our
Social Security. Hands off our public
lands. Hands off our jobs. Hands off
public education. Hands off veterans
benefits. Hands off our undocumented
neighbors. Hands off our trans sib-
lings. Hands of Ukraine aid. Hands
off our diversity programs. Hands off
Canada, Hands off our reproductive
rights. Hands off our democracy.”

The “Hands Off” protesters at W.
25" an Lorain Avenue held signs that
listed many of their concerns. The
widevariety of mostly homemade signs
contained messages such as: ”Hands
off Social Security”; “Dump DOGE,
Resist Oligarchy, Save Americad’; “A

Women's Place Is In the Revolution”;
“Hands Off Our Democracy”; “Hands
Off Our Condtitution”; ‘No Kings’; “We
Are aCountry, Not Your Corporation”;
and “Wanting aChild BornisPro-Birth,
Wanting a Child Fed, Housed and Ed-
ucated to Parents who make a Living
Wegeis Pro Life”

Some of the signsincluded graphics.
One protester had a graphic of a“baby
Trump” in a diaper on a sign saying,
“Not voting isthe#1 cause of unwanted
presidencies.” Another sign was filled
with handprintswith alarge OFF inred
letters in the middle of the sign. A sign
featured orange hair on top with “He
doesn’'t careabout you” underneath. The
founding fathers of the United States
of America were on a sign with the
message “ They warned us about him!”
Another message on a sign featuring a
picture of Trump said, “ThisBoy Ain’t
Right”. A sign with the message “Keep
pressure on the Oppressor” featured a
boot pressing down on the word “op-
pressor”.

Protestersraising concerns about spe-
cific programsthat they want to protect
from funding cuts had signs such as:
“Hands off Social Security, Medicaid,
FDA, CDC, NIH — Science Matters!”;
“Fund Schools, Not Billionaires”;
“Handsoff the VA" ; “Hands off Nation-
a Parks & Women's Rights’; “Hands
Off My Socia Security”; “Hands Off
LGBTQ Rights, my marriage, Veteran
Rights & human rights’; “Entitled to
what | paid for, Medicare, Social Se-
curity & Medicaid”; “Education is the
Real National Emergency”; “Defund
Billionaires, Not Schools’: and “Being
Against Genocide is a Jewish Value,
Free Palestine’.

Some protesters sent the message that
there were so many areas of concern
that they couldn’t fit them all on asign.
Examples of this include: “So much
Wrong, Not Enough Cardboard”; “So
Many Issues, So Little Poster Board”;
“Hands Off! Douch Bag Oligarchs
Gutting Everything”; “UGH — Where
do | Even Start?’ and “Hands off ev-
erything- Climate, Books, Science”.

Messages directly aimed at those
wielding power included: “Where Law
Ends, Tyranny Begins’; “Now You've
Gone and Pissed Off Grand Mal”; “I’'m
aVet, I'm Pissed”; “We the People Are
Pissed!!”;" Stop Trump”; “Overthrow
the Oligarchs’; “Trump Regime Must
Go”; “Tax Elon, Impeach Trump,
Lock Him Up”; “Putin Owns Donny”;
‘Hands Off Musk Rats’; “Hands Off
Our Democracy”; “Hey, No, No, Trump
and Musk have to go”; “Trump Musk
Machine Kills Democracy”; “ Get your
tiny hands off the Bill of Rights’; ‘Can’t
Comb Over Lies’; " Government for the
People, Not Billionaires’; “ Stop Felon
Elon” and “ They’ re Eating the Checks,
They're Eating the Balances'.

Several signs included the number
“8647" which means get rid of the 47"
President — Donald Trump.

Signs aiming to send a message to
fellow Americans included: “Make
AmericaThink Again”; “Rage Against
theMachine”; “ Tariffsaretaxeson us’;
“Never Give Up, Never Surrender”;
“Real AmericansFight Fascism”; “Only
You Can Prevent Fascism”; “Defend
Democracy”; “Wethe People, Say No”;
“Democracy Diesin Silence”; “ItisNot
Left vs. Right, It is Right vs. Wrong”;
“Wake Up and Smell the Fascism”;
“Honk If You Love Democracy”; “ Stand
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Saturday, April 5, 2025; “Hands Off” Protest against Trump and Musk,
W. 25" and Lorain Avenue: Protester’s sign lists a variety of concerns.

up for Honesty, Integrity...”; “Resist
Broliarchy”; “ Save Democracy”; “We
are the Final Check and Balance”;
“Jesus had two dads, and they loved
everyone equally”; “We the People,
VETO Project 2025"; and “ The Secret

of Joy is Resistance.”

Onessign included a quote from Sen-
ator Cory Booker that said, “ The Power
of the People|s Greater Than the People
in Power.”

L egal Aid: Havingareentry plan can help
released individuals after incarceration

by Tonya Sams

After time served in prison, an indi-
vidual who has been incarcerated hopes
to get afresh start, but many challenges
may cause this new chapter to be a
difficult one. Hurdles such as limited
access to employment opportunities,
housing, and other necessities can make
it extremely hard for someone to get
reestablished in society. But there are
some things that can be done prior to
release to help get someone prepared
for life outside of prison.

“Theindividual should createareen-
try plan,” said Maria Smith, Supervising
Attorney at The Lega Aid Society of
Cleveland. “ They should beworking on
this plan with somebody while they’re
incarcerated.”

A reentry plan helpsindividualsmake
thetransition fromincarcerationto reen-
tering society. This includes determin-
ing where they will live, how they will
find ajob, training, and other resources.
A reentry advisory committee, made up
of those who have experienced being
incarcerated and have reentered society,
could help with a reentry plan. Prison
officials and families should also help
to create this plan.

“For the family of the person incar-
cerated, they should think about how
to best prepare for this person coming
out of prison,” said Smith. “If thisisa
person, they want to be a member of
their household, they need to find out if
there are any obstacles to them joining
the household and try to navigate them
beforehand.”

Peopleliving in federally subsidized
housing sometimes assume that a per-
son recently released cannot live with
them. But there are only two absolute
bansfrom federal housing: aconviction
for producing methamphetamine on
federally subsidized property or if they
are required to register as a lifetime
sex offender. Other than those two
exceptions, housing authorities and
other landlords should abide by HUD
Guidance issued in 2016 that every
person applying for arental should have
an opportunity for an individualized
assessment.

If the individual desires to get a
place of their own, they should research
where they would like to live, what
the rent amount would be, and if there
are any programs for recently released
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individuals that offer rent assistance.
They should also find out if they have
an eviction record.

“When peopleareinjail without bail,
they sometimes end up getting evicted
because they haven’t had a chance to
return to their home and move out and
return the keys,” Maria said. “They
need to determineif they had alandlord

continued on page 5
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PHOTOBY CHUCKHOVEN
Tuesday, April 15, 2025; Board of Education Work Session, Garrett
Morgan High School, 4600 Detroit Avenue: Cleveland Metropolitan
School District (CMSD) Board of Education President Sara Elagad
shares her thoughts prior to the vote on the closure of Newton D.
Baker School. She said, “Closing a school is a significant decision,
which the Board does not take lightly.”
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HUD cutswill makeit harder for city’sCDCsto stay open

by Bruce Checefsky

Cleveland City Council intro-
duced measures to overhaul funding
for Community Development Cor-
porations (CDCs) in January of this
year. Ordinance No. 113-2025 would
change how neighborhood develop-
ment corporations get money by cre-
ating a Neighborhood Development
Sub-fund. The program will provide
grants to expand economic opportuni-
ties for low- to moderate-income resi-
dents.

In Cleveland, CDCs apply for Com-
munity Development Block Grants
(CDBG) fundsthrough the Department
of Community Development, which
manages the annual CDBG application
process. Cleveland receives roughly
$30 million annually from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban

Development (HUD) to support
its Department of  Community
Development program. In 2024-

2025, the program earmarked $1.5
million to demolish or board up vacant
homes, $623,454 to assist homeless
Clevelanders, and $284,393 to provide
medical aid to those with AIDS.

Under the proposed legislation, the
City would create an annual applica-
tion for CDCs with five eligible activ-
ity categories, including Community
Engagement, Neighborhood Develop-
ment, Neighborhood Planning, Mar-
keting, and Partnerships, according
to Josh Jones Forbes, Marketing &
Communications Director for Cleve-
land Neighborhood Progress. CDCs
would have to meet a standard of three
to eight required activities per category
within a range of eighty-nine eligible
activities. City Council would then
divide its funds equally between all
council members.

CDCs must show how they will
accomplish @ minimum number of
neighborhood development activities
in each category and subcategory for
that year; the Law Department must
approve &l development activities as
being a proper public purpose.

Among the eligible categories are
communication strategies to reach res-
idents, businesses, and others to share

news, opportunities, events, etc., and
resources available to them from the
City; support for physical conditions of
housing and real estate in a neighbor-
hood; neighborhood planning support
to improve a neighborhood's physical,
economic and social conditions, mar-
keting and promotion of a neighbor-
hood which would include campaigns
to attract residents, housing market
analysis and consumer research, or ex-
periential event marketing for resident
attraction and business attraction, and
neighborhood branding management
and partnerships with anchor institu-
tions and attractions; and partnerships/
collaboration between organizations
and stakeholders, with faith-based
community engagement, recreation
programs, arts and culture program-
ming, education and out-of-school
time programming, volunteer manage-
ment, and community health access.

The City Council would also estab-
lish a Review Committee to review
and update the list of twenty organi-
zations defined as CDCs &fter the first
three years and then every five years.
These currently include: West Park and
Kamms Dev. Corp., Jefferson Puritas
West Park Dev. Corp., Westown CDC,
Northwest Neighborhoods CDC, Met-
ro West Community Dev. Organiza-
tion, Tremont West Dev. Corp., Ohio
City Inc., Old Brooklyn CDC, Slavic
Village Dev., St. Clair Superior Dev.
Corp., Midtown Inc., Famicos Foun-
dation, Fairfax Renaissance Dev.
Corp., Greater Collinwood Dev. Corp.,
NuPoint Community Dev. Corp., Bur-
ten, Bell, Carr Dev. Corp., Harvard
Community Services Center, Little It-
ay Dev. Corp., University Circle, Inc.,
and Campus District.

Ward 3 Councilman Kerry McCor-
mack, who introduced the legislation
along with Councilmen Danny Kelly
and Anthony Hairston, and is not seek-
ing reelection in November, said the
new policy changes give CDCs afund-
ing opportunity that provides greater
transparency throughout the neighbor-
hood development system.

McCormack said that the progress
around Cleveland would not have been

possible without the CDCs. If passed,
the measure would go into effect as
part of the 2026 Cleveland fiscal bud-
get, but critical Trump Administration
cuts to HUD funding could change the
entire funding system.

In March, Congress reduced HUD’s
Community Development Fund by
$3.29 hillion as part of a six-month
stopgap measure that will fund gov-
ernment programs through September
30; President Trump signed the bill.
The Trump Administration, including
Elon Musk and the Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), has
taken steps to undermine policies to
help people afford needed housing by
cutting HUD staff.

Expected cuts to staff that admin-
ister vouchers, public housing, and
Native American housing programs
by as much as 50% will negatively im-
pact the project-based rental programs.
Homelessness aid and grants that help
communities build affordable housing
and recover from disasters will expe-
rience significant reductions. The de-
partment responsible for enforcing fair
housing laws expects a 75% reduction
in staff.

In response to the threats, HUD offi-
cialsplan to publish arule rolling back
on non-discrimination protections that
guarantee access to safe shelter and
housing assistance for transgender
and nonbinary people, who experience
disproportionately high rates of home-
lessness, says areport published by the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.
According to the report, fewer people
who struggle to keep a roof over their
heads will get the help they need.

City Council President Blaine Grif-
fin said that most of the 80-plus jobs
in the Department of Community De-
velopment get paid with CDBG funds,
meaning layoffs and cuts would be in
store in the worst-case scenario.

“I’ll be honest with you guys, there's
alot of uncertainty around this,” Grif-
fin said to cleveland.com. “It's even as
severe as they may wake up one day
and have to lay off that entire depart-
ment.”

continued on page 6
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Newton D. Baker school to close at the end of thisschool year

by Chuck Hoven

The Cleveland Board of Education
voted 7-0 at itsApril 15" Work Session
to close Newton D. Baker School at
the end of this school year. According
to Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-
trict (CMSD) administrative staff, the
building at 3690 W. 159" Street in the
West Park neighborhood isin a state of
disrepair. Thebuilding’sroof isleaking,
and thiswinter afifty-foot crack added
to the problem of water leaking inside
the building. Mold spores discovered
in the building resulted in the building
being closed for safety reasonsfor afew
daysin March.

Cleveland Metropolitan School Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)Warren Mor-
gan said thevoteto closethe school was
held at the Board’sWork Session rather
than the Board's Business Meeting on
April 29"to givethefaculty and staff at
Newton D. Baker an opportunity to ap-
ply for open positions at other schools.
CEO Morgan said that the period for
staff members to apply for available
positionsisfrom April 16" to May 14™.

Teachers, staff, and parents from the
Newton D. Baker community attended
the meeting with hopes of keeping their
school community together. Unlike the
regular Board Business Meeting, the
Work Session does not allow a Public
Comment period, so the Board of Edu-
cation did not hear their concerns at the
meeting.

CEO Morgan did address some of the
issues of concern and administration of -
ficialsmet early in April with the school
staff and school community.

Without the eighth-grade graduates,

and with no new kindergarten students,
Morgan said 286 Newton D. Baker
studentswill need to go to anew school
next school year. He said no school has
enough empty seats to accommodate
the entire school body. With open en-
rollment, students can choose to apply
toany school. Therea sowill beguaran-
teed enrollment at either Wilbur Wright
(11005 Parkhurst Drive), which has
143 open seats, or at Clara E. Westropp
(19101 PuritasAvenue), which has 104
open seats.

Morgan suggested that studentsinter-
ested intheartsgo to Wilbur Wright. He
said Wilbur Wright has an auditorium
like the one at Newton D. Baker. He
said a new dance studio will be added,
and the music and arts rooms will be
refreshed.

Morgan said the Special Needs stu-
dentswill be moved to ClaraWestropp,
which already has ten classrooms
for Special Needs students and well
equipped and well-trained teachers and
principal to support the students.

Morgan aso promised that siblings
could go to the same school.

Morgan promised that all Newton
D. Baker staff will have positions in
the CMSD in the 2025-2026 school
year. He noted there are some openings
available in both Wilbur Wright (one
assistant principal and eleven teachers)
and ClaraWestropp (1 assistant princi-
pal, 4 teachers, 4 paraprofessionals, and
one school secretary).

Morgan said the cost to keep or
rebuild Newton D. Baker would be pro-
hibitive. He said to renovate and repair
the Newton D. Baker school building

would be $30 million, and the cost to
build a new building on the site would
be $45 million.

Morgan said the bond issue just
passed by voters will provide $100
million over the next 35 years. However,
the Ohio Facilities Construction Com-
mission (OFCC) will not fund any new
elementary schoolsbeyond thethreeal-
ready planned or underway (Gallagher,
Clark, and Seltzer). The OFCC provides
a2 to 1 match of local bond dollars to
OFCC approved construction projects.

The CMSD had 70,000 students in
2004 and has 34,000 students how, said
Morgan. He noted that the district’s
buildings have capacity for 50,000 stu-
dents. He said the CM SD high schools
are at 50% of capacity and the elemen-
tary schools are at 67% of capacity.

Morgan said that since 2001, fif-
ty-two school buildings have been
rebuilt or renovated. Currently, 70% of
CMSD studentsarein new or upgraded
buildings.

School Board Member Jerry Bil-
lups inquired about the conditions of
CMSD’s school buildings. He asked
what could be done to prevent any
building from getting to a point where
it would have to be closed.

CEO Morgan responded that about
30% of CMSD’s buildings have not
been upgraded. He said they rangefrom
being ok to being on life support.

Morgan also referenced meetings
now underway for the CMSD’s Build-
ing Brighter Futures planning that call
for addressing the overcapacity of
school buildings. He said the planning
will require decisions across the school
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Tuesday, April 15, 2025; Board of Education Work Session, Garrett
Morgan High School, 4600 Detroit Avenue: CMSD Board of Education
Member Caroline Peak asks, if Newton D. Baker closes, will the school
be able to “carry its legacy to a new location.”

district, likethisoneto close Newton D.
Baker.

School Board President Sara Elagad
said decisionsto close schools can’t be
based on hope. They need to be based
on real solid data, said Elagad. She

asked how often schools are inspected.
Administration officialssaid custodians
and school principalsdo awalk through
each year.

Menlo Park Academy receives Auditor
of State Award for financial reporting

Menlo Park Academy has been
honored with the prestigious Audi-
tor of State Award for achieving a
“clean” audit report, recognizing its
commitment to fiscal responsibility
and transparent financial practices.
The school, located at 2149 W. 53in
the former Joseph & Feiss Building, is
Ohio’s only tuition free public school
exclusively serving gifted children in
grades Kindergarten through eight.

The award is granted to eligible
entities that meet a stringent set of
criteria, demonstrating outstanding
compliance with financial reporting
standards.

To qualify for the Auditor of State
Award, entities must submit their
financial reports to the Auditor of
State’s Office on time. Menlo Park
Academy has successfully met
these requirements and maintained
the highest level of financial integ-
rity, with no findings for recovery,
material citations, weaknesses,

featuring:
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deficiencies, or questioned costs.

This recognition highlights Men-
lo Park Academy’s dedication to
transparency, accountability, and
excellence in financial management.
The Auditor of State Award is a
testament to the Menlo Park Acad-
emy’s robust internal controls and its
adherence to regulatory standards.

The Auditor of State Award serves
as a mark of excellence for local
governments and other public en-
tities, affirming their commitment to
financial transparency and account-
ability to the public.

Menlo Park Academy Admissions
and Communications Manager Nata-
sha Didytch says, “This distinction is
a significant milestone for our school
community.”
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LEGAL AID: REENTRY

continued from page 3
before they were incarcerated that will
givethem apositivereference. Isthere
someonewho can step up and verify that
they were a good tenant? They should
think about what programs they have
completed, what certificates they have
earned while incarcerated that could
demonstrate that they are ready to do
what’'s required of atenant.”
Individuals should also get a new
state identification card as soon as they
arereleased, enroll in Medicare if they
areor will be 65 yearsold after release,
and research their conviction record.

Most importantly, when they get set-
tled in, individuals should find reentry
groups to connect with.

Resources for those reentering are
available at North Star Neighborhood
Reentry Resource Center: northstarre-
entry.org/services.php.

For Cuyahoga County Reentry
Awareness Month events go to lasclev.
org/reentryweek2025/

If you need assistance with a civil
legal issue, call Legal Aid at 888-817-
3777, or complete an online intake at
lasclev.or ly.

Tonya Samsisa Development & Com-
municationsManager at TheLegal Aid
Society of Cleveland.
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Tuesday, April 15, 2025; Board of Education Work Session, Garrett Morgan High School, 4600 Detroit
Avenue: Prior to the vote to close Newton D. Baker School, CMSD Board of Education Member Jerry
Billups asks about the levels of support that will be available to families moving to new schools.

West Side Market transformation project reaches funding goal

Cleveland Development Advisors
(CDA) and Cleveland Public Market
Corporation closed on a $28 million
investment package on behalf of
West Side Market's transformation
project. The package, the largest
ever issued by CDA, secures the
remaining necessary funding for
the Market to proceed with the $53
million first stage of the project. This
package includes a combination of
New Market Tax Credits (NMTC),
Historic Tax Credits, and funding
through the Community Develop-
ment Financial Institution (CDFI)
Healthy Food Financing Initiative.

PNC Bank, National Association
is the NMTC investor with PPG In-
dustries, Inc. serving as the historic
tax credit equity investor. The re-
maining phase one financing comes
from a coalition of government,
corporate, and foundation partners,
including $23 million from the City of
Cleveland.

“We are incredibly grateful and
thrilled that the Market is receiving
the largest investment financing
package that CDA has made,”
said Rosemary Mudry, executive
director of Cleveland Public Market
Corporation (CPMC), the nonprofit
that operates West Side Market.
“Working with our government,

corporate, investment, and phil-
anthropic partners, we have been
able to leverage a complex set of
funding tools to take our first steps
in bringing this ambitious vision to
life. It's a testament to the time,
energy, and passion that so many
in this community want to invest in
the Market and its future.”

Yvette Ittu, President and CEO
of CDA, said: “This is more than a
financing deal: It's a statement of
purpose. The West Side Market is
one of the few places where Cleve-
land’s history, culture, neighbor-
hoods and economy come together.
Our largest investment to date is in
a public market that nourishes our
people, supports small businesses,
and connects communities. That's
the kind of future we're proud to
build.”

“There is no West Side Market
project without New Markets Tax
Credits,” said Cleveland Mayor
Justin Bibb. “These credits unlock
investment in communities that
traditional markets have long over-
looked. They don't just help projects
happen — they help communities
rise.”

CDA’s commitment includes
managing $28 million in financing
to fund the first phase of the project,

structured through a powerful mix
of tools: $20 million state & federal
New Market Tax Credits (NMTC)
allocation; $6 million loan to bridge
Historic Tax Credit equity; and a $2
million loan through the Community
Development Financial Institution
(CDFI) Healthy Food Financing
Initiative

New Market Tax Credits incen-
tivize community development and
economic growth through-the-use-
of tax credits that permit individual
and corporate investors to receive
a tax credit against their federal
income tax in exchange for making
equity investments in Community
Development Entities such as CDA.
The credits are designed to attract
private investment to distressed
communities.

First Stage

The first stage of the Market’s
transformation project will renovate
the East Arcade, which will be home
to the Market's produce vendors and
feature improved, modern systems
including the addition of HVAC
and direct access to basement
cooler storage from the Arcade. In
addition, the $53 million first stage
will overhaul critical infrastructure
of the whole Market, including the

Save M edicaid Expansion in Ohio

by Che Gadison

Health care coverage is in jeopardy for
low-income adults in Ohio

Medicaid Expansion provides healthcare
to adults between the ages 19-64 with in-
comes below 138% of the Federal Poverty
Level or $21,597 for asingleindividual. The
federal government currently picks up 90%
of the cost while the state of Ohio pays for
the other 10%. These programs make Med-
icaid more accessible to low-income adults
who are excluded from traditional Medicaid
programs. Thereare currently 771,000 adults
receiving health care through Medicaid Ex-
pansion in Ohio.

Governor DeWine proposed, and the Ohio
House of Representatives passed ‘ Trigger
Language” for Medicaid Expansion in Ohio
by which if there are any federal cuts to
Medicaid Expansion resulting in the federal
government paying anything less than the
current 90% of the cost provided to the
State Ohio, then Ohio will end the Medicaid
Expansion program in its entirety.

It isimportant that the Ohio Senate elim-
inatesthe “trigger language” that will likely
take away the health coverage for 771,000
Ohioans. Thereare acouple of waysthat you
can make your voices heard.

Send emailsto Senate leaders demanding
that the“ Trigger Language” be eliminated so
that Medicaid health coverage can continue
to adults in the State of Ohio. The emails
should be sent to Senate President Rob Mc-
Colley at mccolley@ohiosenate.gov, and
Senate Finance Chair Jerry Cirino at cirino@
ohiosenate.gov.

If you, a friend, or family member, are
a recipient of Medicaid Expansion, please
reach out to Northern Ohioans for Budget
Legislation Equality (NOBLE) and share
your personal story about why Medicaid
Expansion coverage is important to you.
NOBLE will get your story to the decision
makers at the Ohio Senate. Email us at
ohiobudgetequality@gmail.com

We need to fight to save health coverage
for adult Ohioans.

HUD CUTS, CITY'S CDCS

continued from page 4

CDBG funds historically support a
third to two-thirds of the CDC budget.
With the delay or reduction in CDBG
funds, each CDC may have to sell off
real estate, max lines of credit and
endowments, scale back community
programs, and reduce staff. Ordinance
113-2025, if passed, could provide
some benefits that allow the CDCs
to report on, receive reimbursement
for, and get recognized for the full
range of services they provide to city
neighborhoods, said Julie Dahlhausen,
Executive Director of Tremont West
Development Corporation.

“CDCs get used to shoestring bud-
gets. That is absolutely nothing new,
but in the challenges ahead, to be very
blunt, it could mean slow suffocation
of theindustry asawhole,” she said.

Funding for CDCs needs to switch

to non-federal funding sources like
the philanthropic and foundation com-
munities, and while some of them are
fortunate enough to have a broad in-
vestment portfolio that includes real
estate, vacant land, and commercial
properties that could be afinancial re-
source, abeit finite, others are not so
lucky, Dahlhausen added

“You could sell your real estate
holdings if necessary for an infusion
of cash. But once sold, it is gone. You
no longer have that vacant lot in your
pocket for affordable housing, and if
you are selling to make payroll, that is
adesperate situation.”

Although some CDCs depend on
CDBG funding for only a portion of
their budget, others rely heavily on
federal funding for as much as 90% of
their operating budget.

“That isjust dead in the water,” she
said.

installation of modern food storage
coolers, expanded cleaning and
cutting stations, and the addition of
an onsite commercial kitchen. These
first updates will enhance both the
merchant and customer experience
at the Market.

Later phases will reimagine the
North Arcade and Courtyard into a
welcoming public destination with
new dining spaces, event venues,
food stalls, bars and restaurant
incubators. Unused spaces in the
main Market Hall building will also
be transformed into seating, private
event, and educational areas.

The entire project is expected
to retain 250 jobs, create 144 new
accessible, quality jobs, and support

over 425 construction jobs.

“A community asset like the
Market needs broad community
support,” said David Abbott, CPMC
board president. “We are extremely
grateful for the public, corporate and
philanthropic investment we have
received so far, and we are eager to
enlist an even wider array of backers
so we can finish this important job.”

“West Side Market is the soul of
Cleveland,” said Ittu. “It's where we
see the best of who we are—immi-
grants and entrepreneurs, families
and food lovers, neighbors, and
newcomers. And with this invest-
ment, it will continue to thrive for the
next 100 years.”

CATHOLIC CENTER
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(216) 664-4860

continued from page one
child(ren), or awoman with achild(ren).
Seven beds are reserved for female
veterans with or without a child. The
shelter provides a 30-day stay, which
is getting closer to 90 days, says Mi-
chael Bernot, the Executive Director at
WCSS, because of the shortage of rental
units. While at the shelter, the program
participants work to set a housing plan
goal within the first 21 days. Subsidies
and vouchers are available to help
achieve the next step to housing.

Moriah House provides transition-
al services to assist in moving from
homelessness to stable housing and
employment. Residents are provided
mesals and basic necessities. Children
and their parents work with the Family
Engagement staff for assessment of
mental, physical, social, and educational
needs.

Each family is assigned a case man-
ager who meets weekly to help prepare
residents for permanent housing.

Another link in the circle of careis
the Zacchaeus Housing Solution, which
is federally funded through the United
States Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD). Bernot is
keeping closetabson what is happening
to HUD during this period of uncer-
tainty for the department’s future and
funding.

A caseworker from Zacchaeus Hous-
ing will go to a house and work with

homeowners. Their goal isto coach the
family’s communication skills, which
results in family bonding.

They assist families in the shelter to
find permanent housing by providing
12-months of rental assistanceand teach
how to be good tenants.

Every family receives aftercare
and case management for emotional
support, help with landlord issues, and
connections to community resources.

Family Engagement care center is a
part of the circle that helps family en-
gagement by coaching to build relation-
ships and promote family well-being.
They collaborate with WSCC services
to build communication skills within
the family. They help with goal setting,
verification and assistance with school
enrollment, and social support through
programs, activities, and community
events.

Closing the circle is the Workplace
Development team that offers employ-
ment services though a four-week job
readiness program. The classesfocuson
goal setting, financial literacy, computer
skills, communication skills, resume
development, application assistance and
interview practice.

After graduation, staff assist with job
search and clients can choose to enter
the Culinary Academy or Janitorial
Program for hands-on instruction and
training toward employment.

About 67 people are on the payroll
at WSCC. Most of the work is done by

the 130 regular volunteers

Micheal Bernot became the Exec-
utive Director in January 2023, after
serving as the interim director since
2021. The Board did asearch for anew
director and found the one sitting in the
director’s chair was the best fit.

Part of hisjobisraising awareness of
the facilities and all they have to offer.

Bernot volunteered at the WSCC
while in high school and, “lighting
struck,” he said. He got his experi-
ence working for seven years at Lake
Catholic High School, Mentor, OH, as
vice president for advancement, which
included fund raising, marketing and
event planning.

He was hired by WSCC in February
2018 as Director of Advancement.

Now he sits at the top and talked
about the events WSCC is sponsoring.
A 5K run/walk Saturday, June 7, 2025,
known as the Pancake Run, is an event
that winds through Ohio City and fea-
tures live music.

The Junior Board is sponsoring a
Beer Fest at St. Edwards High School,
13500 Detroit Ave, Lakewood, OH
44107. The Beer Fest takes place Sat-
urday, September 6, 2025, and advance
tickets can be bought for $55.00. Day
of event that ticket will cost $65.

The galaWarm Heart Winter Nights
will be held at the Marriott downtown
on Saturday, November 8. Beside dinner
and dancing there will be gamesand an
auction.
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A variety of concernsdriveopposition to proposed development at Pear|l & Memphis

by Lynette Filips

If one thing is certain about the Old
Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation’s (OBCDC's) planned
redevelopment project at the corner
of Pearl Rd. and Memphis Ave,, it's
that not everyone has the same opinion
about what should be done there. And
inwatchinginterviewson thetelevision
news and reading subsequent com-
ments on Facebook, it's also obvious
that the reasons those opposed to the
project differ from each other. Early in
2022, for instance, when the proposed

redevelopment sought to tear down
everything on the corner and build a
low-income apartment complex with
retail space on thefirst floor, there were
mainly three categories of negative
responses. some people didn’t want an
apartment building, especialy a very
tall apartment building, in downtown
Old Brooklyn; some peopledidn’t want
low-income housing in downtown Old
Brooklyn; and/or some people didn’t
want to sacrifice the historic district
buildings for the redevel opment.
While low-income housing islonger

anissue, somefolksarestill carryingon
with other objections. | personally will
not stop trying to preserve the “ South
Brooklyn Commercial District” listing
on the National Register of Historic
Places until the wrecking ball and bull-
dozers arrive. Loca ‘lost’ cemeteries
author William G. Krejci will not stop
asserting that there are still gravesinthe
burial ground which was on that corner.
Tenants who want to remain in their
storefrontsin the Greenline Building(s)
will not go out of their way looking for
new rental spaces. Former pastors and
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The Independent Order of Odd Fellows building at 3409 “Short” Broadview Rd. was built in 1913 and
owned by the Odd Fellows until 1958. Since then, ownership has passed to several different entrepreneurs.
At the time that the South Brooklyn Commercial District was established with the National Register of
Historic Places in 2005, Hoy's Martial Arts was the tenant on the first floor.

members of the congregation of St.
Luke'sUnited Church of Christ will not
stop being heartbroken that asignificant
portion of their former building isslated
to be demolished.

Sincelast month’sPlain Pressarticle
waspublished, Historical Society of Old
Brooklyn (HSOB) president Constance
(Connie) Ewazenwas again interviewed
by alocal television station. This time
it wasby WEWS News5; on Thursday,
March 27th, reporter Remi Murrey
separately interviewed both Connie
and Ward 13 Councilman Kris Harsh
about the redevelopment plans. Some
who viewed the (edited) interview
perceived that Connie's magjor concern
was having to find a new storefront
in which to relocate the Museum, but
that is not the case. Losing the historic
buildings is Connie's major concern,
especialy since she once owned three
of thefour buildingsfor whichOBCDC
has received demolition permits.

Something else of significance has
aso happened since last month’s arti-
cle. At my request, Cuyahoga County
Archivesresearched the old houseto the
rear of 3430 MemphisAve. | must admit
to having had no interest in preserving
that sad-looking, aluminum-sided, one-
and-a-half story little place until Connie
told me that the beams in the basement
were hand-hewn logs and that she'd
heard it had originally belonged to the
first generation of the Gates family.
Hmm. The earliest (1820) known Gates
home, the oldest house in Old Brook-
lyn, isthe one built for miller Jeremiah
Gatesand hiswife Phebe, nearby onthe
northwest corner of MemphisAve. and
W. 35th St. But because 3430 Memphis
(rear) isaresidence, not a business, its
history hadn’t been researched for the
South Brooklyn Commercia District
application.

The Archives records don't say ex-
actly when the house was built. Local
architectural historian and researcher
Craig Bobby recently did preliminary
research of the house and found infor-
mation that suggested the house was
likely built sometime between 1847 and
1857. Heishoping to have an answer by
the next issue. It seems quite probable
that the houseisthe second ol dest house
in Old Brooklyn and should not be de-
stroyed in the redevelopment project. |
had written briefly about it in aprevious
article in this series; some readers may
recall my writing about the paranormal
activity which wastaking placetherein
previous years.

And speaking of after-death top-
ics, OBCDC has posted the findings,
which they believe to be correct, of
the digging which they had done in the
vicinity of the former burial ground.
While the company they employed did
not come upon any definitive human
remains, they did acknowledge that
they encountered three “anomalies’
within the parameters of the area they
surveyed. Anyone interested in more
details about the findings can access
it on Old Brooklyn's website, www.
oldbrooklyn.com and then going to
Memphis Pearl, and then to History.
It's the first topic that will come up.

Now continuing our monthly tour
of the buildings in the South Brooklyn
Commercial District, the last stop in
April wasthebank building at the corner
of Pearl Rd. and Broadview Rd. At that
time, | stated that | would turn south-
east on Broadview Rd. before finishing
up the east side of Pearl Rd. south of
Broadview Rd.

But first | need to mention a sub-
stantial red brick structure west of
Pearl Rd. at 3409 (“short”) Broadview
continued on page 8

American Lung Association gives Cuyahoga County and Cleveland failing gradesfor air quality

The American Lung Association re-
leased its 2025 State of the Air Report
Cards for cities and counties in the
United States. Thereport looked at high
ozone days, 24-hour particle pollution
and annual average rates of particle
pollution. Cuyahoga County and the
Cleveland-Akron-Canton metropolitan
areareceived afailing gradein all three
categories. The grades of Fin al three
categories are based on the number
of unhealthy air days for either ozone
pollution or particle pollution. Thedata
from the report is for the three-year
period from 2021 to 2023.

In its report, the American Lung
Association includes population sta-
tistics and the number of people in at
risk groups. According to the report
Cuyahoga County has a population
of 1,233,088 people. At risk groups
include: 250, 704 children under the
age of eighteen; 247,380 adults ages 65
or older; 16,980 children with pediatric
asthma; 108,355 adults with asthma;
78,178 individuals with Chronic Ob-
structive Pulmonary Disease (COPD);
755 people with lung cancer; 97,180
people with cardiovascular disease;
13,571 pregnant women; 193,220 peo-

ple estimated to be living in poverty;
and 524,954 people of color.

The American Lung Association
also looked at metropolitan areas for
pollution levels.

The Cleveland-Akron-Canton metro-
politan arearanked 50th worst for high
ozone areas among 228 metropolitan
areas. This ranking was based on 5.3
unhealthy days.

The Cleveland-Akron-Canton metro-
politan area ranked 46" worse for 24-hour
particle pollution out of 225 metropolitan
areas. Thiswasbased on 4.2 unhealthy days.

The Cleveland-Akron-Canton metropol-
itan area ranked 9" worse for year-round

average particle pollution out of 208 metro-
politan areas.

“Theair pollutants covered in this report
are widespread and can impact anyone's
health. Both ozone and particle pollution
can cause premature death and other seri-
ous health effects such as asthma attacks,
heart attacks and strokes, preterm births,
and impaired cognitive functioning later in
life. Particle pollution can also cause lung
cancer,” said Kezia Ofosu Atta, Advocacy
Director for the Lung Association in Ohio.

“Unfortunately, too many peoplein Cleve-
land areliving with unhedlthy levelsof ozone
and particle pollution. This air pollution is
causing kidsto have asthmaattacks, making
people who work outdoors sick and unable

to work, and leading to low birth weight in
babies. We urge Ohio policymakers to take
action to improve our air quality.”

The “State of the Air” report found that
156 million peoplein the U.S. (46%) livein
an area that received a failing grade for at
least one measure of air pollution and 42.5
million people live in areas with failing
grades for all three measures. The report
aso found that a person of color inthe U.S.
is more than twice as likely as awhite indi-
vidual to live in acommunity with afailing
grade on al three pollution measures. No-
tably, Hispanic individuals are nearly three
times as likely as white individuals to live
in a community with three failing grades.
To view the full report, visit Lung.org/sota.

COMMUNITY BOARD

continued from page 2
or see info about road closures, visit
clevelandmarathon.com.
FREE COMIC BOOK DAY: At this
annual event — held on Saturday, May
3 this year — comics fans can visit a
participating independent comic book
storeto pick up aselection of freecomic
books and participate in a variety of
free activities. Participating nearby
stores include Carol and John’s Comic
Book Shop in Kamm’s Corners (17462
Lorain Ave.) and Superscript Comics
and Gamesin Lakewood (13361 Mad-
ison). To see a list of the comics that
will be available this year or to find
other participating stores nearby, visit
freecomicbookday.com.

HEALTH
BED BUG ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM: The Cleveland Department
of Aging has a program to help seniors
and adultswith disabilities, with limited
incomes, with the extermination of bed
bugs in their homes. To qualify, you
must meet income guidelines, be at least
60 years of age or be 18-59 years old
and be receiving a disability payment,
and own and live in the unit to be treat-
ed. Open to Cleveland residents only!
For more information and to obtain an
application, call us at 216-664-2833 or
email us at aging@clevelandohio.gov.
MOBILEHEALTH CLINICS, spon-
sored by the Cleveland Department of
Public Hedlth, will be around town at
various spots this spring and summer,

providing free screenings and referrals.
Services offered include screenings for
HIV and other sexually transmitted in-
fections, pregnancy tests, and free con-
traception. All services are provided at
no cost, and no appointment is needed.
Visit us outside Estabrook Rec. Center
(4125 Fulton Rd.) on Tuesday, May 13
or visit clevelandheslth.org to find out
when we will next bein your neighbor-
hood! All clinics run from noon to 3:30
pm. Questions? Call 216-664-2889.
MOMSQUIT FOR TWO: If you are
a pregnant or expectant mother who
smokes, the Friendly Inn Settlement,
Inc. wants to help you quit! For more
information, contact usat 216-431-7656
or friendlyinn@thefriendlyinn.org.
RECREATION
CAMP FORBES: Registration is now
open to spend a week this summer
at Cleveland's free youth residential
summer camp, Camp Forbes. Cleveland
kidsages9to 13 areeligible. Parentsor
guardians can sign up their child at any
of Cleveland's recreation centers. The
child's birth certificate, shot records,
and a utility bill from the last three
monthsarerequired. Spaceislimited so
sign up ASAP! For more information,
call 216-263-5325.
BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL
LEAGUES: Registration is now open
for the City of Cleveland’s baseball
and softball programs. The various
programs offered include senior base-
ball (ages 16-18), junior baseball (ages
13-15) and youth baseball (ages 9-12)
aswell asgirlsfastpitch softball. Co-ed

rec leagues for ages 8-12 and t-ball for
ages4-7 are also available. To register,
visit any Cleveland recreation center.
SENIORS

SENIOR AND CAREGIVER EXPO
will be held at the Gunning Park Recre-
ation Center on May 8 from 10:00 am.
until 2:00 p.m. Discover a wide range
of resources, services, and products
tailored to meet the unique needs of
seniors and their caregivers. Enjoy a
special presentation from the presenting
sponsors, the Northeast Ohio Sewer
District, HearingLife, United Health-
care and Global Meals. From health
and wellnessto utilities, thisexpo hasit
all! Leave with Swag Bags full of Free
Senior Resources and other goodies!

FREE PRESENTATION ON AG-
ING: The Cleveland Westside Village
will present “Aging with a Plan: How
a Little Thought Today Can Vastly
Improve Your Tomorrow” by Sharona

Hoffman, Professor of Law & Bioethics
at Case Western Reserve University
School of Law, on Saturday May 31,
2025 at 10:30am at the Carnegie West
Library (1900 Fulton Rd). Pleasejoin us
for this informative presentation.

MEMORY CAFE isaplaceto explore
engaging experiences in a supportive
environment designed for individuals
with dementia and early memory loss
and their care partners. Each café
has a unique focus to facilitate socia
connection. Light refreshments will be
provided. We meet from 2 pm to 3 pm
on the fourth Thursday of each month
at the West Park Branch of the Cleve-
land Public Library (3805 W 157th St).
This month’s café will be on Thursday,
May 22. Please let us know if there's
anything we can do to help you partic-
ipate. Register now at cpl.libcal.com/
event/13489720. Contact Danielle at
danielle.konkaly@cpl.org or (216) 623-

CLASSIFIED

PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $12 for 15 words and 50¢ for each
additional word. To advertise count the words and mail a check
or money order with your ad to the Plain Press, P.O. Box 602453,

Cleveland, OH 44102.

HOME REPAIRS
JIM’S MASONRY: Touch up. Front steps need work? Brick missing on
outside foundation? Senior discount. Very Reasonable. Free estimate.

Call Jim: 216-233-4645.

TENANTS AVAILABLE
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED: If you are a property owner with nice,
clean, reasonably priced apartments, and are looking for tenants, please
call Jim Schlecht of the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless at

216-357-1612.

6931 with any questions or requests.

SENIOR DAY: The Cleveland De-
partment of Aging will present the
35th annual Senior Day on Wednesday,
May 21 at Cleveland Public Hall (500
Lakeside Ave). Programming begins at
10amwithaninformationfair, followed
by lunch at noon and entertainment at
12:30 pm. All seniorsareinvited tothis
free event. For more information, call
216-664-2833 or visit clevelandohio.

gov/aging.

Business Directory

B  RealEstate |
}Eil BUY REAL ESTATE

“As Is” condition?
Inherit a house?
Call Pat (216) 324-3934

* WILL BUY *
Your Home, Double,
Small Apartment,
Storefront, Vacant Lot...
regardless of Condition for
CASH or Terms
Call ART KNIGHT

Red’s Reality LLC

(216) 570-2742

email: artfla@msn.com
__
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Old Brooklyn Tree Stewar dsreach
out to new and longtime residents

by Greg Cznadel

This year the Old Brooklyn Tree
Stewardswill onceagain beat Pedal for
Prizes, OB Streetfest, and the Farmer’s
Market. But thisyear wewill be sharing
our love of treeswith the community in
new ways.

Hope Fierro, Community Engage-
ment Manager at Old Brooklyn CDC
and originator of the Tree Stewards
and Tree Steward Coordinator Brittney
Hooper are not only working partaking
in previous Old Brooklyn events but
creating new ones.

Thanksto the Cleveland Tree Coali-
tion, our new Tree Talks are hosted by
neighborhood businesses Six_Shooter,
the Rebel Reserve, and Apothecary
Verde. At these events, residents can
see and talk to the people who help
with our free tree give-away program,
some of whom they may have already
met during weekly treewatering in area
parks. New and long-timeresidents can
ask questions. They also can see the
trees that are being offered and sign up
for one. Some stewards even bring their
four-legged friends.

Stewards stand out. Barb Caldwell
attended Park Pride in Atlanta this
March. Having recently obtained her
Master Gardener status shewas excited
to meet other like-minded advocates -
representatives from Kamms Corner,

Slavic Village, and Tremont and bring
back newly found knowledge.

Another, Eileen Dorsey, isup for the
“Best Of” for the Scene Magazine. Her
recent exhibit at the Botanical Garden,
“Neglect of Urban Canopy,” was one
of her continuing displays showing her
love of nature through art. Check out
Dorsey’s Old Brooklyn Blooms murals
in our neighborhood.

Tim Werling was recently featured
in the Spring issue of the Old Brooklyn
News. He spends time at Loew Park
with grandkids and dog Ruby. Werling
loves planting treesand helping people.
Heisoneof theoriginal Tree Stewards.

Other first-time eventsthisyear: Ar-
bor Day weekend Loew Park clean up
and treetagging. A chancefor Stewards
towork with the community in cleaning
up, weeding, mulching, and tagging
a tree with their name. The tags are
designed to help better with their iden-
tification and explanation of the benefits
we offer.

TheTree Stewardswill behosting for
thefirst timeaTree Steward and Green
Team meetup at Loew Park on June 25.
Green teams from West Park Kamms,
Slavic Village and more will bejoining
us for this meetup to get to know each
other and learn about what we all do
in our neighborhoods, the challenges,
successes, and more. We all have lot
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Saturday, April 5, 2025; Walmart sponsored Easter Egg Hunt, Roberto Clemente Park, 2690 Seymour
Avenue: Quetziali, age 5 months, receives a visit from the Easter Bunny.

to learn from each other.

Also in June, the Stewards in con-
junction with Old Brooklyn CDC and
Huntington Bank will be having atree
care workshop as part of an Exterior
Home Repair Workshop Series. There
you will see examples of good and poor

mulching. You can learn about damage
to trees from deer and ways to protect
trees from deer. The Tree Stewards
will show and explain types of tools
for working around the yard including
how to maintain them. Tree Stewards
will demonstrate both the correct way

of pruning aswell astheincorrect way.
You might learn some new terminology
from our Master Gardner. For more
information and to sign up for Old
Brooklyn CDC's other home repair

workshops, visit https:.//www.zeffy.
com/en-US/ti cketing/exterior-home-re-

pair-classes-june--2025.

PEARL & MEMPHIS

continued from page 7

Rd. It's the IOOF (Independent Order
of Odd Fellows) Glenn Lodge building,
constructed in 1913 when the Lodge
upgraded its former home which was
directly on the corner of Pearl Rd. |
mentioned their new placewhen | wrote
about the Marshall Drug Company pur-
chasing their old place at 4180 Pearl Rd.
and constructing the glazed white terra
cottabuilding whichistill theretoday.
| don’'t know when the Odd Fellows
moved out, but | do know that when
anew group for Old Brooklyn seniors
got started in the early Seventies, they
met there. The hall was called Der Gros
Dutchman and the Senior group was
called Elder Lot. It was the original
name of Senior Citizen Resources, Inc.

Here'salist of the subsequent owners
of the iconic IOOF building and the
years the changes that occurred:1958
— to George and Carolyn Jinson; 1961
— to Sokol Gymnastics Union; 1978 —

Northeast Ohio Areawide Coor-
dinating Agency issues 2024 Air
Quality trends report

The Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinat-
ing Agency (NOACA) has issued its 2024
Air Quality Trends Report for the Northeast
Ohio region. Thereport summarizesregion-
al air quality data and analyzes greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions for the six criteria
pollutants: carbon monoxide, lead, nitro-
gen dioxide, ozone, particulate matter, and
sulfur dioxide. These are the pollutants for
whichthe Clean Air Act requiresthe United
States Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) to establish National Ambient
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).

Air quality hasimproved significantly in
Northeast Ohio in recent years; however,
the region still does not comply with all
EPA standards. Transportation remains the
primary driver of Northeast Ohio’sair qual-
ity issues. On-road vehicles generate the
largest share (27.2%) of criteria pollutant
emissions.

How can you help improve Northeast
Ohio’s air quality? Avoid unnecessary fuel
consumption. Combine errands to reduce
fuel and save time. Walk, bike, use public
transportation or drive fuel-efficient vehi-
cles. Avoididling your vehicle excessively.
Turn off thekey and beidle-free! Keep your
car, boat and other vehicles finely tuned.

NOACA issues Air Quality Advisories
when the agency predicts pollution levels
will be unhealthy for sensitive groups, in-
cluding children, the elderly and those with
breathing difficulties. Sign up at https://
Www.noaca.org/regional-planning/air-qual -
ity-planning/air-quality-advisories to re-
ceive Air Quality Advisories. Additionally,
NOACA manages its Gohio Commute plat-
form to help individuals choose alternative
transportation options to drive-alone trips.

to Jack Amburgey; 1991 — to Sandra
Kostantaras; 2019 — to Yevgen Plylpiv,
Jr. (aka, Gino Demarco), who hopes
to convert the high-ceiling interior
into to ten, mostly one-bedroom, loft
apartments.

There are five buildings within the
boundaries of the South Brooklyn Com-
mercial District on the northeast side of
Broadview Rd. and all but one of them
are considered “non-contributing” in

terms of the historic district. The first
oneis at 3326 Broadview Rd. At the
time of the application, Constellation
Community Schools was there. These
daysit's the home of Young Achievers
(childcare). Alvin Drug was in the
building before that. The second oneis
at 3330 Broadview Rd. At thetimethe
application was filed, it was an Arby’s
restaurant. Today it's a Guatemalan
restaurant called El Rinconcito Chapin.

St. Paul's Community United Church of Christ
4427 Franklin Blvd. 216-651-6250
Worship Service

Sundays at 10:30am

Food Pantry

Tues, Weds, Thurs. from 9am until 2pm

Thrift Store

Wednesdays 1pm to 3pm

1st Saturday of the Month
10am to 12pm Clothes $1 a bag

ST. AUGUSTINE
RomMmAaN CATHOLIC CHURCH

MASS
Saturday Vigil:

Sunday:

CHURCH SCHEDULE

4:15 PM (Interpreted for the Deaf)

8:30 AM (Interpreted for the Deaf)
11:00 AM (Fully Signed for the Deaf)

CONFESSIONS

Saturday:
3:30 - 4:00 PM

Loving God, for all who feel on the margins, but who are at the center of your heart,
we ask you to open our hearts. Help us to become a church and a nation where
ALL LIVES HAVE DIGNITY, ALL PEOPLE ARE LOVED
AND ALL ARE WELCOME.

ST. AUGUSTINE
RomaN CaTtHOLIC CHURCH

staugustinecleveland.org

QuBan

Thethird oneisat 3320 Broadview Rd.
It was and continuesto be an auto repair
garage. The fourth one is at 3316
Broadview Rd. It was and still is a
self-service car wash. The one contrib-

up with it next month.

In the meantime, know that you can
read the past articlesin thisseriesonline
at the Historical Society of Old Brook-
lyn'swebsite, www.oldbrooklynhistory.

uting building on the same side of the org, or on the Plain Press’ website at

street isat 3312 Broadview Rd. I’ [l pick

https://plainpress.blog.

THE GOSPEL SIDE OF ELVIS
FREE CONCERT
MAY 24, 5: 30?!

ST. WENDELIN
2281 COLUMBUS ROAD

1. St. Wendelin Parish

German setrvice.........

English service......... 10:30 am
Serving God's People Since 1880

REV. JERRY WITT-JABLONSKI, PASTOR

Worship Service
Sundays at 10:45am

SCRANTON ROAD
BIBLE CHURCH

3095 Scranton Road
216-861-7539

Ph: 216-961-8331 « Web: Saintroccoparish
Come worship with us!
Sunday Masses:
Saturday 4pm, Sunday 7:30am, 9:30am & 12noon (Latin)
Weekday:
Monday thru Saturday 6:45am/ Monday thru Friday 6:30pm

Confessions before all Sunday Masses and daily 6pm-6:20pm
ST. ROCCO SCHOOL Pre-k 4 to 8th

Ph: 216-961-8557
Free Tuition with Cleveland Voucher
Accepting EdChoice and
Jon Peterson Scholarship for children with IEP's
New and state of art facility as of Fall 24’

2486 W. 14th Street, Cleveland, OH 44113 « (216)-781-5530 www.scrantonroad.org
HISTORIC ST. ROCCO CHURCH & SCHOOL Saint Ignatius Of Antioch Church
3205 Fulton Road, Cleveland OH 44109 10205 Lorain Avenue (at West Boulevard)

216-251-0300 ® SIOAPARISH.ORG
Rev. Kevin Estabrook, M.Div., M.A. - Pastor

Mass Times:

MTWEF: gam
SATURDAY EVENING VIGIL: §:00PM
SUNDAY: 9AM AND 11AM

Eucharistic Adoration:
SATURDAYS: 3:30-4:30PM
1ST FRIDAYS: 7PM
Confession:
SATURDAYS: 3:30-4:30PM
SUNDAYS: 10AM-10:45AM

Available upon Request
Inquiries about Baptism, Marriage,

Anointing of the Sick and Last Rites:

becoming Catholic: Call Church Office ;

N
ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH

CatHoLic ScHooOL (K-8)
ADMITS STUDENTS WITHOUT
DISCRIMINATION ON THE
BASIS OF RACE, COLOR,
RELIGION, ETHNIC OR
NATIONAL ORIGIN.
FREE TUITION THROUGH
¢4 CLEVELAND SCHOLARSHIP

ScHooL PHONE:
216-671-0535. k&

or B




