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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Friday, February 13, 2026; CentroVilla25, 3140 W. 25th Street: Centro-
Villa25, Cleveland’s Latino community hub, market, and food hall, will 
host a 1st anniversary celebration on March 7th, 2026.

             PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Friday, February 13, 2026; CentroVilla25, 3140 W. 25th Street: La Esqui-
na Dominicana’s owner Aneudy Rijo and Elizabeth Valdez stand ready 
to serve delicious Dominican food to those visiting CentroVilla25.

         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Friday, February 13, 2026; CentroVilla25, 3140 W. 25th Street: Food Services Manager Karl Primous runs 
the CentroVilla25 Commercial Kitchen. The Commercial Kitchen is available for rent by the hour to any 
food service business. Primous also is available to advise food service entrepreneurs on obtaining 
various business licenses, insurance, and food safety certifi cation.

CentroVilla25 celebrates its one-year anniversary
by Chuck Hoven
 Since it fi rst opened a year ago, 
CentroVilla25 has served as a com-
munity gathering place for Cleve-
land’s Latino Community, a place to 
dine and shop, and a place where 
new entrepreneurs fi nd affordable 
space to rent with technical assis-
tance and resources to help their 
business succeed. CentroVilla25 
also provides rental event space, 

and an offi ce space for the staff of 
Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for 
Economic Development.
 Northeast Ohio Hispanic Cen-
ter for Economic Development 
(NEOHCED), which also does busi-
ness as (dba) the Hispanic Business 
Center, owns the building at 3140 W. 
25th which houses CentroVilla25. A 
decade of planning and securing re-
sources by NEOHCED and its part-

ners resulted in the adaptive reuse 
of the 32,500 square foot warehouse 
and offi ce building and creation of 
an additional 12,500 square foot 
expansion. CentroVilla25 also has 
outdoor event space as well as three 
parking lots for visitors. 
 Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center 
for Economic Development Pres-
ident and Chief Executive Offi cer 
Jenice Contreras says CentroVil-
la25 has been well received by the 
community. She says CentroVil-
la25 is “creating an opportunity for 
entrepreneurs that want to start a 
business.” It provides the physical 
infrastructure they need to get start-
ed. NEOHCED set up CentroVilla25 
as a nonprofi t 501c3 organization 
that runs and owns CentroVilla25, 
Contreras noted. 
 Contreras says she is proud of the 
space and describes how it offers 
space for a variety of community 
events. She notes recent use for a 
wedding party on Valentine’s Day 
and over 500 people in attendance 
for a Super Bowl party featuring 
Puerto Rican artist Bad Bunny as 
the half time performer.
 Contreras invites the wider com-
munity to come celebrate Latino 
culture. She says, “Come and feel 
like you are transported to Latin 
continued on page 8
Happy Dog hosts City Club forum on recent ICE escalations
by Bruce Checefsky
 The City Club of Cleveland, 
known as “America’s Citadel of 
Free Speech,” one of the oldest 
independent free speech forums 
in the United States since 1912, 
and the nationally celebrated Hap-
py Dog indie rock venue have col-
laborated for over a decade on a 
long-running community series 
titled Happy Dog Takes on Every-
thing.
 Their most recent forum ad-
dressed the escalation of Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) offi cers conducting raids in 

Los Angeles, Chicago, Portland, 
and Minneapolis.
 Panelists included Patrick Es-
pinosa, Managing Partner of Sus 
Abogados Latinos, and Lynn Tra-
monte, Executive Director of the 
Ohio Immigrant Alliance. Chris 
Schmitt, Chief Executive Offi cer of 
the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar As-
sociation, who acted as the moder-
ator. It was standing room only.
 The Happy Dog is in the Gor-
don Square Arts District, one of the 
city’s most racially and economi-
cally diverse areas with signifi cant 
Hispanic (24%) and African Ameri-

can (21%) populations as of 2026. 
The neighborhood remains a focal 
point for community monitoring of 
potential immigration enforcement 
activities.
 Following an introduction, 
Schmitt asked panelists to com-
ment on whether the federal gov-
ernment, in pulling back on 700 
agents leaving Minneapolis, with 
2,000 agents still there, was yield-
ing to public backlash following the 
killings of Renee Good on January 
7 and Alex Pretti, a few weeks later, 
on January 24.
continued on page 6New SNAP work requirements may 

impact eligibility to receive benefi ts
by Tonya Sams
 Federal law changes from the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025 
(HR1) introduced changes to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), including new 
eligibility, work requirements, report-
ing, and administrative requirements 
that will affect thousands of families 
in Cuyahoga County. 
 According to the Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Department of Job and Family 
Services (JFS), SNAP now requires 
able-bodied adults from 18 to 64 
years of age to work at least 20 
hours a week (80 hours a month) to 
continue to receive their benefi ts. 
This includes working in a paid po-
sition, unpaid community service, 
and certain employment and training 
programs. 
 This also means that those who 
were previously exempt - such as 
those over 54, veterans, the home-
less, or those who have aged out of 
the foster care system - must meet 
these requirements. Those who 
have children under 18 are no longer 
exempt, only those with children 

under 14. 
 As of December 2025, JFS sent 
out letters informing those impacted 
by eligibility changes that they were 
in danger of losing their exempt 
status.  
 Despite the new requirements, 
there are still some exceptions. 
Adults between the ages of 60-64 
could be eligible for exemptions 
if they are mentally or physically 
unable to work. Pregnant women 
are also an exception. Another 
exception is for those living with 
someone who is also an assistance 
group member under the age of 14. 
Another exception category is for 
Indians, Urban Indians, or California 
Indians. Other age groups may be 
eligible for these exemptions. 
 Those who are 59 years of age 
or younger may be exempt if they 
are students who are enrolled at 
least half time, people who are em-
ployed or self-employed and work 
at least 30 hours a week, or those 
who are applying for or receiving 
unemployment benefi ts. Those in a 

continued on page 8



Paste pages 4 & 5 here
Convergence Continuum …………….....………… 687-0074
                                    www.convergence-continuum.org 
Cudell Fine Arts Center..............................................664-4183
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture ……….........……...…. 515-8303
                                                          www.cacgrants.org 
Cuyahoga County Archives ……….…......……….. 443-7250
Future Ink Graphics………...…. www.futureinkgraphics.com
Gordon Square Arts District ………......………….. 961-4242
                                                   www.gordonsquare.org 
Gordon Square Review.............www.gordonsquarereview.org
ica art conservation . www.ica-artconservation.org  658-8700
Inlet Dance Theatre ..... www.inletdance.org  ......... 386-1547
Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center ……......……  894-5664
                                                     www.juliadeburgos.org
Lake Erie Ink……. ..... https://lakeerieink.org ... 320-4757
LatinUs Theater  www.latinustheater.com  ............. 369-7158
Les Délices  ……www.lesdelices.org ……...…….. 302-8404
Literary Cleveland www.litcleveland.org   ….....…. 400-9488
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) ….…........ 421-8671
Music Settlement ………………………….....…… 421-5806
                                                     Ohio City .............377-1410
Near West Theatre. www.nearwesttheatre.org ....….961-9750
Pivot Center for Art, Dance & Expression
                                             www.pivotartcenter.com 
Rainey Institute Pivot Center .................................. 881-1766
        www.raineyinstitute.org/rainey-pivot-center 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame........................................781-7625
78th Street Studios.......78thstreetstudios.com...440-503-5506
Singing Angels…......... www.singingangels.org .....432-5555
SPACES …………………………................………621-2314
Story Wars Cleveland……..... https://www.storywarscle.com/ 
Talespinner Children’s Theater …...…….......……   264-0335
Transformer Station…www.transformerstation.org  707-6755
Western Reserve Historical Society  .…….........….  721-572

COMMUNITY ACTION
Action Network …………………… www.actionnetwork.org 
AIDS Task Force of Greater Cleveland.....................621-0766
All Aboard Ohio …...…………......... www.allaboardohio.org 
American Civil Liberties Union (Ohio).............614-586-1958
Big Creek Connects………….… www.bigcreekconnects.org 
Bike Cleveland ……www.bikecleveland.org ........  245-3101
Canalway Partners. ………..………………......….. 520-1825
             www.canalwaypartners.com 
Catholic Charities … www.ccdocle.org  .................. 334-2900
CWRU Social Justice Institute ……...…......…..…. 368-7568
Center for Community Solutions...............................781-2944
Child & Family Advocates of Cuyahoga Cty ......… 325-7747
City Club of Cleveland   …  www.cityclub.org  ..…621-0082
Cleveland Animal Protective League ….......……..  771-4616
Cleveland Community Police Commission …........ 664-7518
                                                               www.clecpc.org 
Cleveland Documenters …............... www.documenters.org 
Cleveland End Poverty Now Coalition …….......… 471-8913
Cleveland Environmental Action Network …......... 245-1073
Cleveland Family Center for Missing Children and Adults
                     www.clevelandmissing.org ......232-6470
Cleveland Jobs With Justice...............................440-333-7007
Cleveland Lead Advocates for Safe Housing ……. 359-1060
                         www.clashcle.org 
Cleveland Lead Safe Network ……...........….. 833-601-5323
                         www.leadsafecle.org 
Cleveland Mediation Center......................................621-1919
                                           www.clevelandmediation.org 
Cleveland Owns    ......................... www.clevelandowns.coop
Cleveland Parks and Greenspace Coalition ..
          www.parkscoalitioncle.org
Cleveland Peace Action  ……....……..........….440-703-0215
                                      www.peaceactioncleveland.org 
Cleveland Police Foundation …………………….. 623-3333
                       www.clevelandpolicefoundation.org 
Cleveland Tree Coalition .................. www.clevelandtrees.org
Clevelanders for Public Transit……….…........…... 435-1932
                                                   www.CLEforTransit.org 
Cuyahoga County Jail Coalition
      www.cuyahogacountyjailcoalition.com
Collaborate Cleveland………………..…. www.collabcle.org 
Collaborative to End Human Traffi cking ......... 440-872-6500
                                                   www.collabtoendht.org 
Community Relations Board.....................................664-3290
Council for Economic Opp in Gr. Clev ....................696-9077
Council on American Islamic Relations .. www.cair-ohio.com
Court Community Service.........................................771-2222
Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus …….....440-220-1874
                                                          www.cuycpc.org
Cuyahoga River Area of Concern ...... www.cuyahogaaoc.org
Digital C ........  www.digitalc.org   .......................... 923-2240
Drink Local Drink Tap ………….....………… 440-381-6430
                                 www.drinklocaldrinktap.org 
Empowering & Strengthening Ohio’s People......... 373-1789
Enterprise Community Partners…........................... 631-0280
Environmental Health Watch Lead hotline.............961-4646 
                                                   www.ehw.org
Fair Housing Offi ce (City of Cleveland) ..................664-2018
Friends of Lake Avenue Bridge (Facebook)
Global Cleveland …………………………....……. 472-3282
Greater Cleveland Congregations ………........ 440-799-5037
                         www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org 
Greater Cleveland Housing Justice Coalition ........  352-3645
Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland......................619-8155
                                                  www.hungernetwork.org 
Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership for Biodiversity 
                                                              www.leapbio.org
The Land ……………………………. www.thelandcle.org 
LAND Studio ………www.LAND-studio.org.....….621-5413
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland .........................888-817-377
                                                ........www.lasclev.org 

                                                           www.nps.gov/cuva 
Estabrook Recreation Center  ..................................664-4149
Franklin Circle Christian Church   ……......…….... 781-8232
                                           www.FranklinCircleChurch.org 
Halloran Park Skating Rink  ……......…………….  664-4187
Harbor and Bridge…... www.harborandbridge.com 417-3444
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT)
    Community Center of Greater Cleveland…..........651-5428
                                            www.lgbtcleveland.org 
May Dugan Center.www.maydugancenter.org .........631-5800
Merrick House …www.merrickhouse.org ................771-507
Michael Zone Recreation Center...............................664-3373
Resource and Support Service Specialist ................ 857-3238
Neighborhood Centers Association...........................298-4440
Nueva Luz Urban Resource Center ……..............…651-8236
Renee Jones Empowerment Center ….........……… 417-0823
                                                    www.rjecempower.org 
St. Malachi Center www.malachicenter.org ............771-3036
St. Paul’s Community Outreach Center  …........…. 651-6250
                      www.stpaulscommunityucc.org/outreach-center 
Salvation Army Ohio City Corps...............................631-1515
Salvation Army West Park Corps .............................252-3593
Schools as Neighborhood Resources …..........…… 812-8700
The Centers for Families and Children …........…… 651-203
                                                  www.thecentersohio.org 
The Foundry Rowing Center  ………….......… 440-596-7069
   www.clevelandfoundry.org
Veterans Center - West.......................................440-845-5023
West Side Catholic Center..www.wsccenter.org .......631-4741
West Side Community House (WSCH)....................771-7297
WSCH Family Resource Specialist ........... 771-7297 ext. 323
               WSCH Family Wrap for Success 771-7297 ext. 340
                                                       www.WSCHouse.org 

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Ben Franklin Commuinity Garden .......................... 446-5155
              .....................www.benfranklincommunitygarden.org
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland …………...………. 696-6525
Cleveland Council on World Affairs……......…...….781-3730
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress............................830-2770
Cleveland Police Foundation …………….......…… 623-3333
Cleveland Westside Village ……………….....…… 714-2814
                                                    cwsvillage@gmail.com 
                               clevelandwestside.helpfulvillage.com
Collective Arts Network ………....….  www.CANjournal.org 
Community Shares… .communityshares.net.....614-262-1176
Congregation of St. Joseph     ............. … www.CSJoseph.org 
GardenWalk Cleveland 
                                ....https://www.gardenwalkcleveland.org/ 
Greater Cleveland Partnership ………........….…… 621-3300
Greater Cleveland Volunteers …….......................... 391-9500
Historical Society of Old Brooklyn .
                                 ...................www.oldbrooklynhistory.org
Ideastream Public Media, 89.7, 90.3 ,104.9 FM ....  916-6100
                                           www.ideastream.org 
Jefferson-Puritas West Park CDC………...………...671-2710
               www.jeffersonpuritas.org
Link-Up Bike Ministry…..,.......................................215-3327  
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry .(LMM)..................696-2715
                                                    www.lutheranmetro.org 
Madison Avenue Community Garden @Story. 440-331-7676
Metro West Community Development Organization
               www.metrowestcle.org  …….....…………961-9073
Near West Recreation …………………...…………781-3222 
                 https://nearwestrecreation.teamsnapsites.com/ 
Neighbor Up ………………………....…...………  361-0042
Neighborhood and Community Media Association
                  of Greater Cleveland  ............ https://ncma-cle.org
Northeast Ohio Amateur Radio Society..........  www.noars.net 
Northeast Ohio City Council Association.www.noccaorg.com 
Northwest Neighborhoods …………..........………. 961-4242 
                  www.nwneighborhoods.org 
Ohio City Bicycle Co-op .................................. 216-830-2667
Ohio City Inc …………… www.ohiocity.org ........781-3222
Old Brooklyn Community Development Corp.........459-1000
                                                      www.oldbrooklyn.com 
OneHope NEO …… www.onehopeneo.com  ….… 243-7242
PCs for People………………………...…………….930-5741
Scranton Road Ministries Com. Dev. Corp….......... 861-5323
Slow Roll Cleveland….... https://www.slowrollcleveland.org/ 
Team NEO www.northeastohioregion.com ………..363-5400
Tremont West Development Corporation..................575-0920
                                     experiencetremont.com/tremont-west
Westown Community Development Corp.................941-9262
                                                www.westowncdc.org
West Side Market Tenants Association  .................. 664-3387
WVIZ ideastream ……… www.wviz.org ………..  916-6100
YWCA of Greater Cleveland.....................................881-6878

DISABILITY SERVICES
Achievement Centers for Children............................292-9700
Americans with Disabilities Act RTA application...  566-5124
Camp Cheerful………………………..…..…...440-238-6200
Cleveland Hearing & Speech Center…..…......…….231-8787
Cleveland Sight Center……...…………….....……..791-8118
Dancing Wheels..Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Cuyahoga Co. Board of Dev. Disabilities...............241-8230
          Major Unusual Incident (MUI) Hotline...440-333-6841
Disability Rights Ohio ……………………… 800-282-9181
           www.disabilityrightsohio.org .../....TTY 800-858-3542 
Down Syndrome Association of Northeast Ohio…. 447-8763
                                        https://www.dsaneo.org/   
Linking Employment Abilities & Potential.
    LEAP..............  www.leapinfo.org ...........696-2716
MaxHousing…………www.maxhousing.org  ......  231-7221
Northeast Ohio Coalition of Disability Organizations 
              (NOCDO) https://www.nocdo.org/ 

  ..............................Market Square….........930-5437 
                                               Old Brooklyn ............ 584-5437
                             Detroit Shoreway……...260-9777
Horizon Education Centers …….......………..(440) 779-1930
Ideastream Education …www.ideastream.org/education 
Junior Achievement.................................................861-8080
Kids’ Book Bank www.kidsbookbank.org ...............417-1803
Levin College of Public Affairs and Education .... 687-2135 
                                      https://levin.csuohio.edu 
Lincoln West High School ..................................... 838 -7100
Love Doesn’t Shove .................... www.lovedoesntshove.org
Max Hayes High School……………......…………. 838-9400
Menlo Park Academy ……………......………  440-925-6365
Metro Catholic School.........……........……... 281-4044 x 227
                                                     www.metrocatholic.org 
Minds Matter Cleveland ....https://mindsmattercleveland.org
Near West Intergenerational School …...…........…. 961-4308
                                                     igschools.org/nearwest
Neighborhood Leadership Development Program... 776-6172
                         ...........................www.nldpcleveland.co,
Ohio Academy of Science …...……......….. www.ohiosci.org  
Ohio School Boards Association …….......… 800-589-OSBA
                                              www.ohioschoolboards.org 
OLA/St. Joseph Center (Catholic Dioceses) ............334-2962
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School …….....…………. 281-7146
                                            www.OLMC-Cleveland.org 
Pathway Caring for Children…..........................440-586-8202
PBS Learning Media …..…........ www.pbslearningmedia.org 
Positive Education Program.......................................361-4400
PRE4CLE … www.PRE4CLE.org   ........................ 901-4257
The Reading Room CLE….... 200-7723 readingroomcle.org 
Refuse of Cuyahoga County
         http://refuseofcuyahogacounty.webstarts.com 
Rise Up: Northeast Ohio…..…………………330-815-0871 
                         https://www.riseupnortheastohio.org/ 
Safe Routes to School ………..........……...………. 584-2046
St. Augustine Child Enrichment Center  …....……. 939-7681
                         www.staugministries.org/cec 
St. Augustine Learning Center .................................781-5530
St. Ignatius High School .... www.ignatius.edu …... 651-0222
St. Ignatius of Antioch School……….............……..671-0535
                             https://sioaschool.org
St. Rocco Parish School………………........……....961-8557
                 https://saintroccoschoolcle.org
Say Yes to Education Cleveland …………..........… 273-6350
                        www.sayyescleveland.org 
Seeds of Literacy..... www.seedsofl iteracy.org .........661-7950
Starting Point......www.starting-point.org .................575-0061
State Board of Career Colleges/Schools ...........614-466-2752
U.S. Dept of Ed Federal Student Aid .............1-800-433-3243
Urban Community School.........................................939-8330
                             www.urbancommunityschool.org 
Teaching Cleveland……………………...…………658-4144
The Centers for Family and Children  …...........….. 651-2037
                                              www.thecentersohio.org 
The Welsh Academy .......  www.ignatius.edu/welsh-academy 
West Tech Alumni Association ....www.westtechalumni.com 
Youth Resiliency Services (LMM)............................658-4625

EMPLOYMENT/TRAINING
AARP Foundation Senior Employment ..................881-1155
Advanced Technology Training Center – Tri C… .. 987-6000
Cuyahoga Job and Family Services …….........…… 987-7000
   Workforce Opportunity Resource Center ........…. 987-6578
Esperanza Threads  www.esperanzathreads.com .... 961-9009
Greater Cleveland Works…………………………..777-8200 
Jobs for Ohio Graduates (JOG)..........................330-374-9445
   ........https://jogworks.org/ 
Junior League of Cleveland.....................................231-6300
Legal Aid’s Economic Justice Info Line ……....…. 861-5899
Manufacturing Works ..www.mfgworkscle.org....... 588-1440
New Bridge  https://newbridgecleveland.org …...…867-9775
Ohio Jobs and Family Services .www.OhioMEANSJobs.com 
St. Vincent de Paul Job Training Program
............ www.svdpcle.org .........................696-6525 ext. 3580
Support Empower Engage Develop Sustain (SEEDS) .
   SEEDS Ward 14 Community Engagement…......  664-4238
Towards Employment ...............................................696-5750
           www.towardsemployment.org
Urban League ..........................................................622-0999
Vocational Guidance Services..................................431-7800
Westside Catholic Center……….............…631-4741 ext. 167
Youth Opportunities Unlimited  (YOU) ……......….566-5445
                     www.youcle.org  

ETHNIC GROUPS
American Indian Movement of Ohio……............…849-7746
Arab American Community Center for Economic 
     & Social Services (AACCESS-Ohio)................. 252-2900
Avanzamos Unidos……............www.avanzamosunidos.org 
CentroVilla25  .....www.cv25.org  ........................... 281-4422
Cleveland Puerto Rican Parade……………… 440-340-1191
                                             www.puertoricanparade.org   
Comité Mexicano de Cleveland
              comitemexicanodecleveland.org 
Cuyahoga County Welcome Center 
                     https://hhs.cuyahogacounty.gov/welcome-center
El Barrio Workforce Center ………........……… 325-WORK
Esperanza……www.esperanzainc.org….........…….651-7178
Federation of India Community Associations ..........791-3422
Friendship Foundation of Amer-Vietnamese...www.ffavn.org 
Greater. Cleveland Chinese Chamber of Commerce
                             ....https://clechinesechamber.com
Hispanic Business Center …www.hbcenter.org…... 281-4422
Hispanic Senior Center (Catholic Charities).............939-3713
Hispanic Services Offi ce (Catholic Charities) .....… 696-2197
Hispanic UMADAOP …www.humadaop.org..........459-1222
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Friday, February 13, 2026; CentroVilla25, 3140 W. 25th Street: Dino 
Tovanche of Café Roig offers customers a variety of choices including 
Puerto Rican coffee, specialty sips, and sandwiches.

ARTS
DANCE CLASSES FOR KIDS: 
Ready to dance? Join us for free dance 
classes at various branches of the Cleve-
land Public Library. “Ballet Basics” is a 
six-week, intro dance class intended for 
toddlers (ages 3 – 6) and their parents or 
guardians, running Mondays, March 2 – 
April 13 (except March 23), 11 am – 12 
pm at the South Brooklyn Branch (4303 
Pearl Rd).  Our other class, “Library 
Dance Lab,” is for kids ages 6 and up 
and will explore styles from ballet to 
hip-hop, Mondays, March 9 – April 13 
(except March 23), 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm at 
the South Brooklyn Branch OR Fridays, 
April 10 – May 1, 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
at the Jefferson Branch (850 Jefferson 
Ave.). All dancers must have a signed 
and completed waiver to participate. 
Free dance shoes will be provided, 
which you can keep after attending three 
sessions! To register and fi ll out a waiver 
for your child, visit cpl.org/arts-culture/
library-dance-lab. Email arts@cpl.org
with any questions.
THE LINCOLN PARK MURAL 
RESTORATION kicks off with a pot-
luck and work session on Sunday March 
1 from 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm when we’ll 
take the initial steps to restoring our 
beloved mural.  Come lend a hand – and 
your artistic voice – to this community 
art project. There will be many addi-
tional opportunities throughout March 
and April to pitch in. Sign up at: tinyurl.
com/linparkmural. Email Angelica Pozo 
at angelica@angelicapozo.com with 
any questions.
STREET STUDIO: This month’s 
Street Studio will be Saturday, March 21 
from 1 pm to 3 pm at St. Paul’s Commu-
nity Church, 4427 Franklin Ave. All are 
welcome to share music, poetry, spoken 
word or to listen in support. Piano, 
drums, guitar, and microphones provid-
ed – as well as coffee and snacks. For 
more information contact Ian Heisey at 
heisey2140@sbcglobal.net or Trennell 
Garrison at sapphire1497@yahoo.com. 

COMMUNITY
JUSTICE AND MERCY: A BETTER 
WAY TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE:
Community presentation by Dr. Brian 
Lovins, March 3, at 7:30 p.m. at The 
Breen Center for Performing Arts at 
St. Ignatius High School at W. 30th

and Lorain Avenue. Free and open to 
the public.
ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE: The 
2026 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, spon-
sored by the United Irish Societies of 
Greater Cleveland, will be held on Tues-

day, March 17. The parade will kick off 
at 1:04 pm at the corner of East 18th 
St. and Superior Ave. and travel down 
Superior, fi nishing at Public Square.

CONSUMER
MANAGING CREDIT CARDS AND 
DEBT: Ready to take charge of your 
credit cards? Join Central State Univer-
sity at various Cleveland Public Library 
branches this month for this series of 
FREE workshops designed to help you 
build smart money habits. Each week, 
we explore practical topics that make 
managing credit and debt easier. You’ll 
walk away with knowledge you can put 
into action right away! Join us on Tues-
day, March 3 at the Brooklyn Branch 
(3706 Pearl Rd.), on Wednesday, March 
11 at the Lorain Branch (8216 Lorain 
Ave.), or Monday, March 23 at the 
West Park Branch (3805 W 157th St). 
All workshops run from 11 am to noon. 
Questions? Contact Marcia Coleman at 
MColeman5@centralstate.edu. 

EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR WOMEN: 
Cleveland-area women aged 25 and up 
who are currently enrolled in a four-
year or graduate degree program are 
encouraged to apply for a scholarship 
from College Club West for the 2026 
school year, at collegeclubwest.org/
scholarships. The deadline to apply is 
March 16. The Scholarship Committee 
will interview applicants in May and 
will select recipients on the basis of 
maturity, academic record, promise, 
goals, and fi nancial need. Recipients 
will be announced within a few days 
and invited to our scholarship banquet 
on June 10,. Grants will be distributed 
starting in the summer of 2026.

EMPLOYMENT
JOB SEEKERS APPLICATION 
CLINIC: Join Jumpstart Inc. at the 

Lorain Branch of the Cleveland Public 
Library (8216 Lorain Ave.) for a free 
workshop designed to help jumpstart 
your job search Thursday, March 5 at 10 
am. Also, stop by after class for on-the-
spot support. We’re here to help with 
resumes, cover letters, job searches, 
and more – available 11 am-5 pm on 
class days.
SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOY-
MENT PROGRAM: Students be-
tween the ages of 14 and 18 years old 
that are looking for a summer job can 
register online for the Summer Em-
ployment Program, sponsored by Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited (Y.O.U.), at 
youthopportunities.org. If a student is 
selected, their work experiences typi-
cally start in mid-June and run for six 
weeks. The pay rate is $13.50 per hour 
for 20-25 hours per week. Registration 
closes on May 1.  For more information, 
call 216-776-3900.

HOUSING
HOME REPAIR WORKSHOPS: 
Join Tremont West and the Home Re-
pair Resource Center for one of our free 
home repair workshops every Thursday 
in March from 6 pm to 8 pm at the Pivot 
Center (2937 W. 25th St.) Join us for 
“Power Tools 101” on March 5, “Car-
pentry Basics and Drywall” on March 
12, “Electrical Switches and Outlets” 
on March 19, or “Plumbing Basics” 
on March 26. Availability is limited 
per session. To sign up, contact Marty 
Brass at martybrass@tremontwest.org
or 216-575-0920, ext. 107.

TAXES
FREE TAX PREPARATION ASSIS-
TANCE: With the Cuyahoga Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC) Coalition, 
eligible individuals can prepare and fi le 
their taxes absolutely free at convenient 
locations around Northeast Ohio. If you 
are an individual or family earning up 
to $69,000 a year, you qualify for our 
free services. To learn more or schedule 
an appointment, visit refundohio.org
or call 211.

Support Our Advertisers!
They Support the Plain Press!



Are you facing a civil legal problem  
that impacts Health? Housing? Family?  
Money? Employment? Contact Legal Aid!

Browse legal resources or  
apply for help online: lasclev.org

Or, call 888.817.3777  
during most business hours.

 Legal Aid secures justice, equity, and access to opportunity for and with people who have  
low incomes through passionate legal representation and advocacy for systemic change.

Tom Sheehan     
2026 Plain Press

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Addiction Crisis Information & Referral Hotline... 623-6888
Bellefaire JCB Homeless & Missing Youth 24/7 Hotline 
 www.bellefairejcb.org ….............…........ 570-8010
Fire • Police • Medical.........................................................911
Frontline Service ……………………….……….... 623-6555
Suicide & Crisis Lifeline Txt or call.................................. 988
                   TTY 711 then 988
Poison Control Center……………..…......….1-800-222-1222
Public Utilities Emergency Numbers
 Water......................………………...…… 664-3060
 Electrical ………………..................…… 664-3156
 Sewer......................……...…...………… 664-2513
RTA Police………………………………...………. 566-5163
United Way HelpLink …………………………...…….….211

ABUSE
Adult Abuse Hotline Cuyahoga County
 Dept of Senior & Adult Sevices…............420-6700
Child Abuse Hotline.................................... 696-KIDS (5437)
Cleveland Animal Protective League........................771-4616
             Animal Cruelty Hotline ……...…......….  377-1630
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center Hotline.......................619-6192
                             www.clevelandrapecrisis.org/chat 
Domestic Violence and Child Advocacy Center .… 391-4357
Journey Center for Safety and Healing ……............229-2420
     24-Hour Helpline.........................391-HELP (4357)
  www.journeyneo.org 
Long Term Care Ombudsman   www.ltco.org...800-365-3112
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children 
                   www.missingkids.org ................….800-843-5678
National Human Traffi cking Resource Center Hotline
……………………………………..…………. 888-373-7888

 ARTS & CULTURE
Art House..............www.arthouseinc.org .................398-8556
Arts Renaissance Tremont……….........https://artconcerts.org
Art Therapy Studio……791-9303 www.arttherapystudio.org 
Assembly for the Arts ...www.assemblycle.org ........575-0331
Bop Stop @ The Music Settlement ……........……..771-6551
Blank Canvas Theatre ……………...….......…. 440-941-045
                www.blankcanvastheatre.com
Borderlight Theatre Festiva…......…. www.borderlightcle.org 
Canvas ………………....……….........www.CanvasCLE.com 
Cleveland Arts Education Consortium……………. 640-0124
 www.caecneo.org 
Cleveland Contra Dance ……….…….....…… 330-626-2129
Cleveland International Film Festival …...… (216) 623-3456
                                                     www.clevelandfi lm.org 
Cleveland Museum of Art.........................................421-7350
Community Arts Center (Pivot Center)  .................. 707-2483
Cleveland Museum of Natural History …...........… 231-4600
                                                     www.CMNH.org 
Cleveland Public Theatre....www.cptonline.org........631-2727 

The Literacy Cooperative …………….......………. 776-6180
                                       www.literacycooperative.org 
Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland ……...….….....… 961-6968
Neighborhood Connections …………….........…… 361-0042
                                         www.neighborupcle.org 
Neighborhood Leadership Institute………......…….812-8700
                                   www.neighborhoodleadership.org 
New Beginnings Ministries   ……………….....….. 916-9270
NEO CANDO     neocando.case.edu  ……..368-6946
Northeast Ohio Worker Center ..  www.neoworkercenter.org 
Northern Ohioans for Budget Legislation Equality.  250-2693
                           www.ohiobudgetequality.org 
Ohio Alliance to End Sexual Violence .....................658-1381
                                www.oaesv.org
Ohio Citizen Action………...….....…….....………..861-5200
Ohio Civil Rights Commission..................................787-3150
Ohio Climate Justice Fund  www.ohioclimatejusticefund.org  
Ohio Men’s Action Network …….… https://ohman-ohio.org
Ohio Organizing Collaborative ……..........….. 330-743-1196
Organize! Ohio ……………………..  www.organizeohio.org
Partnership for a Safer Cleveland..............................523-1128
People’s Budget Cleveland ….....................  www.pbcle.com 
Plain Press .......... https://plainpress.blog................. 621-3060
Policy Matters Ohio. www.policymattersohio.org ...361-9801
Prevention Research Center for Healthy Neighborhoods    
         CWRU ……………………………...  https://prchn.org
Public Animal Welfare Society ............www.PAWSOHIO.org 
Rust Belt Riders .www.rustbeltriders.com ...............800-4651
Saint Colman’s Outreach Ministry.............................651-0550
Saint Vincent de Paul Society ………...........696-6525 x 3150
                                                             www.svdpcle.org
The Sanctuary for Senior Dogs ………...………… 485-9233
The Urban Barber Association (TUBA) …......……
                            www.TheUrbanBarberAssociation.org 
Trash Fish Cleveland ............................ www.trashfi shcle.org
United Way of Greater Cleveland………………… 436-2100
                          www.unitedwaycleveland.org 
Universal Health Care Action Network …........614-505-9460
West Side Creation Care Team .............. www.facebook.com
West Side Family Resources Network .......771-7297 Ext. 347
YWCA Greater Cleveland …………….......……… 881-6878
                                               www.ywcaofcleveland.org 

COMMUNITY CENTERS
Arrupe Neighborhood Partnership Program..............961-1260
                                                             www.ignatius.edu 
Bridge CLE ................. www.bridgecle.org  .........   398-8420
Candid ……………………………………. www.candid.org 
Catholic Charities Covenant Center ……........…… 939-3700
Clark Recreation Center ………………………..… 664-4657
Cleveland Metroparks ………………….....……… 635-3200
                                      www.Clevelandmetroparks.com 
Cleveland Family Center for Missing Children and Adults
             www.clevelandmissing.org    .................. 232-6470
Cudell Recreation Center...........................................664-4137
Cuyahoga Valley National Park ……........……330-657-2752

OH Dept of Developmental Disabilities……..800-617-6733 
                                 ...............................https://dodd.ohio.gov 
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities
                               ........................  https://www.ood.ohio.gov
Protection & Advocacy System for Individuals 
                        with Mental Illness Advisory Council
            www.disabilityrightsohio.org/paimi-advisory-council
Rec2Connect……https://rec2connect.org/  ............ 487-1988
Services for Independent Living.. 731-1529 https://sil-oh.org/ 
United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Cleveland ............791-8363 
https://www.ucpcleveland.org/ 
Youth Challenge. youthchallengesports.com/ .. 440-892-1001

EDUCATION
America SCORES ………………………….......….881-7988
Applewood/Children’s Aid Society Campus ........... 521-6511
Applewood Jones Campus ………………......…… 741-2241
ASC3 West Digital Literacy Training Center…...….421-2305
Aspire Greater Cleveland …………...….......…833-277-4732
                                             www.aspiregreatercleveland.org  
Audio Magazine Articles .………...….....…… 888-724-6423
Breakthrough Schools.…......................................... 456-2086
Broadway School of Music and the Arts...................641-0630
                                                www.broadwayschool.org 
Case Western Reserve University www.cwru.edu .. 368-2000
Catholic Diocese Education Offi ce............696-6525 ext. 1172
Cleveland Metropolitan School District Board ....... 838-0030
Cleveland Central Catholic High School...................441-4700
Cleveland Engineering Society ………...……. 440-462-9382
                                        www.cesnet.org 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District ...................838-0000
     CMSD Volunteer Manager …………........……. 838-0337
     Special Education Department ……….........….. 838-7733
  Offi ce of Family & Community Engagement ....... 838-3223
                                     www.clevelandmetroschools.org 
Cleveland State University (CSU)…….........…….. 687-2000
                                                             www.csuohio.edu 
Cleveland Teachers Union....www.ctu279.org .........861-7676
Cleveland Transformation Alliance ………........…. 592-2303
                                                  www.mycleschool.org 
College Club West……….https://www.collegeclubwest.org
College Now Greater Cleveland ………………….. 241-5587
Cuyahoga Community College …www.tri-c.edu ..  987-6000
   TRiO Educational Opportunity Centers …......…. 987-6305      
  Tri-C Veterans Upward Bound………………...… 987-4529
Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Educ Ctr........330-657-2909
Esperanza..........www.esperanzainc.org ...................651-7178
Gallagher Family Early Education Center ……..….939-8330
Garrett Morgan School of Science .......................... 838-3550
Gerson School ……………………….....…...……. 694-7200
Great Lakes Science Museum....................................694-2000 
Hawken School………………………….. .......440-210-3037
Head Start (Step Forward)........................................696-9077
        www.stepforwardtoday.org 
Horizon Education Centers 

In Memory – Tom Sheehan
March 11, 1957 – April 20, 2023

This year’s Plain Press Commu-
nity Guide offers a tribute to Tom 
Sheehan and his role in building the 
advertising support that sustained 
the Plain Press Community Guide 
over the years.

As an advertising salesperson for 

www.clevelandcitycouncil.gov/ward-7

Austin N. Davis
Council Member, Ward 7

City Hall (216) 664-2691   Fax (216) 664-3837
Email adavis@clevelandcitycouncil.gov

City Hall, 601 Lakeside Ave., N. E., Room 220, Cleveland, OH 44114



Japanese Association of Northeast Ohio (JANO)
                                   ...............www.janosakura.org
Lissette Quinone Ministries ………..……......…… 254-2944
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage…...…......….......593-0575
Nepali News Network …...…. www.nepalinewsnetwork.com 
Northeast Ohio Black Health Coalition ….......…… 236-8027
          www.neoblackhealthcoalition.org
N.E. Ohio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce ........... 281-4422
        www.hbcenter.org 
Nueva Luz Urban Resource Center…….......….…...651-8236
Organization of Chinese Americans, Cleveland Chapter
 https://ocagc.org/
Saltzman Center for Facing History and Ourselves
                            www.facinghistory.org  ........ 800-856-9039
Somali Community Center .......................................938-6071
Spanish American Committee...................................961-2100
                                               www.spanishamerican.org 
Ukrainian Museum-Archives.....................................781-4329
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland..................566-9263
Young Latino Network……...…. 258-0924 https://ylncle.org/ 
FOOD & HOUSEHOLD RESOURCES
All Faiths Pantry…www.allfaithspantry.org……….496-4329
Baba’s Yard …. www.babasyard.org  ……………..744-6003
Cleveland Seed Bank……….. www.hummingbirdproject.org
Cuyahoga County Health and Human Services ..….881-5554
             https://hhs.cuyahogacounty.gov
Greater Cleveland Food Bank.................................. 738-2067
                             www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org
Hooper Farm ……………………… www.hooperfarm.com
Ohio Benefi ts..............................https://ssp.benefi ts.ohio.gov
Ohio Direction Card Customer Service Ctr. 1-866-386-3071
Ohio State University Cuyahoga County Extension 429-8200
                                             https://cuyahoga.osu.edu
Pilgrim Congregational UCCwww.pilgrimalive.org 861-7388
Redeemer Crisis Center ........................................... 631-6434               
                                    www.redeemercrisiscenter.com
St. Augustine Church.................................................781-5530
                          www.staugustinecleveland.org
St. Herman’s House of Hospitality............................961-3806
                                                   www.sainthermans.org  
St. Malachi Parish Back Door Ministry …………. 418-8722
St. Malachi Parish …………...…………. www.stmalachi.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society
       Brookside Hunger Center    ……….........……. 541-1444
       Community Corner Hunger Center ...….......… 541-1444
       St. Pat’s Hunger Center ………….......…...….. 541-1444
Salvation Army on Lorain Avenue ……...………..  252-3593
Twice Blessed Free Store ………....................…… 273-7447

GOVERNMENT
Adult Probation – Cleveland Municipal Court..........664-4733
City of Cleveland Division of Animal Control ....…664-3069
             City Dogs ………………………..…….. 664-3476
Cleveland City Hall-- all City Depts ..................................311
Cleveland Civilian Police Review Board …..……. 664-2944

Centers Integrated Health & Wellness….…..…...….325-9355
             Gordon Square Offi ce ……..…………… 651-2037
Cleveland Air Quality Index  …..................... www.iqair.com
Cleveland Department of Public Health …........….. 664-2324
             www.clevelandhealth.org
Cleveland Emergency Medical Services …........…. 664-2555
Cuyahoga County Board of Health...........................201-2000
Cuyahoga County Veterans Service Commission.....698-2600
Diabetes Association of Greater Cleveland.....https://dagc.org 
Epilepsy Association ................................................579-1330
Family Resource Network of Ohio ……....….. 614-293-2134
The Gathering Place  https://touchedbycancer.org  . 595-9546
Get Covered Ohio . getcoveredohio.org .......... 833-628-4467
HELP Foundation ………………..…..............…… 432-4810
Help Me Grow of Cuyahoga County….....................930-3322
Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition ……………… 833-601-5323
Lupus Foundation of America/Ohio …............ 440-717-0183
Malachi House....www.malachihouse.org.................621-8831
Medicaid Hotline www.Medicaid.ohio.gov . 1-800-324-8680
Medicaid Benefi ts https://benefi ts.ohio.gov... 1-844-640-6446
Medicare …………………...…… https://www.medicare.gov
Milestones Autism Resources ……………….…… 464-7600
Mission4Maureen. www.mission4maureen.org 440-655-1506
Multiple Sclerosis Society – Ohio ................ 1-800-344-4867
North American Menopause Society..................440-442-7550
Ohio Relay Service (TTY/TTD).............800-750-0750 or 711
Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program
               www.insurance.ohio.gov   ……...…. 800-686-1578
Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation ……..…. 614-429-1528
Overeaters Anonymous………………………..800-511-9610
   https://oacleveland.org/ 
Paratransit Service  ………...… www.riderta.com/paratransit
Schedule Paratransit with ADA ID card .................. 621-9500
Project SAFE Neighborhoods (U.S. Attorney) ……622-3600
Reserve Care ……………….......................... 800-707-8922
Services for Independent Living .https://sil-oh.org . 731-1529

HOMELESS RESOURCES
Bellefaire JCB Homeless & Missing Youth Hotline 570-8010
Cogswell Hall……………………………................961-1568
Community Service Alliance ……………..………. 351-0655
City Mission Shelter...................................................431-3510
Cuyahoga County Coordinated Intake .................... 674-6700
Emerald Development & Economic Network (EDEN)
                    www.edencle.org...................... 961-9690
Family Promise of Greater Cleveland 
       .https://familypromisecle.org
Front Steps Housing & Services  St. Joseph’s Commons.
                        .......................................................... 781-2250
Joseph and Mary Home … https://jmhome.org ….. 685-1551
Laura’s Home Women’s Crisis Center ……..…….. 431-3510
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry .. www.lutheranmetro.org
             2100 Lakeside Men’s Shelter ……….…. 566-0047
             Westhaven Youth Shelter …………....…. 658-4625
Metanoia Project   www.metanoiaproject.org   ......  338-0181

Emotions Anonymous ...…... https://emotionsanonymous.org
Frontline Services – Mobile Crisis Team..................623-6888
Future Directions COS..............................................251-8265
                             www.futuredirections-cos.org
HEAL (Helping Each Other After Loss)................. 844-8254
Joel’s Place for Children………………………440-248-4412
            ....www.joelsplaceforchildren.org 
Joy’s House of Love......................www.joyshouseofl ove.com
Magnolia Club House ………………….………..... 721-3030
 www.magnoliaclubhouse.org
MetroHealth Behavioral Health Services .................778-4428
Murtis H. Taylor Human Services System ..........… 283-4400
 www.MurtisTaylor.org
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill Gr. Cleve ..... 875-7776
 https://namigreatercleveland.org
National Eating Disorders Association
             www.nationaleatingdisorders.org
Ohio Department of Behavioral Health...https://dbh.ohio.gov/ 
Ohio Guidestone... https://ohioguidestone.org...844-622-5564
St. Vincent Charity Addiction Treatment...................363-2570
Signature Health ……………........................... 440-578-8200
Thrive Peer Recovery Ser 24 Hr. Warmline ..... 440-886-5950

MONEY MATTERS
Affordable Care Act www.healthcare.gov.… 1-800-318-2596
Better Business Bureau......…………………….www.bbb.org
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services... 1-800-633-4227
City of Cleveland Offi ce of Fair Housing ………..  664-2018
Consumer Finance Protection Bureau
     ......www.consumerfi nance.gov
Cuyahoga County Job & Family Services .............. 881-5554
Do Not Call Registry…………..………...www.donotcall.gov 
Earned Income Tax Credits…….………www.refundohio.org
Free tax preparation – for appointments call.................… 211
Energy Star ……………………………..www.energystar.gov
Greater Cleveland Community Credit Union... 216-664-2217
             www.greaterclevcu.com
Identifi cation Crisis Collaborative Program ......................211
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)……………...….www.irs.gov
Medicaid Consumer Hotline (Ohio) .....…….1-800-324-8680
Medicare fraud hotline ……………………...1-800-633-4227
Medicare  ……………....……….. https://www.medicare.gov
Ohio Atty Gen Consumer Protection ............... 800-282-0515
Ohio Benefi ts ……………….....…… www.benefi ts.ohio.gov
Ohio Consumers’ Council …………....….… 1-877-742-5622
OH Victims of Crime Program www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio.................800-686-7826
Small Business Administration  …………….... www.sba.gov
Social Security Administration............................www.ssa.gov
Unemployment Insurance   (Ohio)  ..…....… 1-877-644-6562
Veterans Affairs Department ............................ 800-698-2411

PARENTING
Adoption Network Cleveland……………………..325-1000
Bright Beginnings Parent Support Lead Program..  698-7500

Plain Press
https://plainpress.blog

email: plainpress@gmail.com
216-621-3060

Advertising email:
plainpressads@yahoo.com

Advertising phone:
216-978-2361

Memorial
Community Guide
the Plain Press, Tom started out 
selling ads for the Plain Press
Community Guide sometime in 
the early 1990s. The ads were sold 
only to nonprofi t organizations and 
Tom built up contacts throughout 
the community.

In time, Tom had many organi-
zations and government agencies 
supporting the Community Guide 
which he built into an annual project 

that produced revenue that helped 
sustain the Plain Press.

By the end of 1990s Tom Sheehan 
was the sole advertising salesperson 
for the Plain Press. His outgoing 
personality and persistent fol-
low-up with advertisers supported 
the newspaper fi nancially for many 
years when advertising revenue 
was the newspaper’s sole source of 
revenue.



6 Plain Press March 2026

With the Third Federal Fixer Upper Loan you get:

•  2.99% APR is fixed for the life of the loan
• 12-month draw period with 20-year repayment period
• No hidden fees or upfront costs
• No minimum draw
• No annual fee

1-833-853-7334
t h i rd fe d e ral .co m / co m m un i t y

Scan to 

learn more 

and apply!

Fixer Upper Home Repair Loan

Borrow $9,900 and pay only $53 per month.*

2.99%
APR

              PHOTO BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Wednesday, February 4, 2026; Happy Dog takes on ICE, Happy Dog, W. 58th and Detroit Avenue: L to 
R: Panelists included Patrick Espinosa, Managing Partner of Sus Abogados Latinos; and Lynn Tramonte, 
Executive Director of the Ohio Immigrant Alliance.

 Schmitt wanted to know if their 
actions were a purposeful distrac-
tion or whether ICE was turning its 
attention elsewhere.  
 “They are just going to send them 
somewhere else,” said Tramonte. 
“Congress gave them billions of 
dollars. This is the largest feder-
al enforcement agency on target 
to become larger than the federal 
prison system.”
 She explained that immigration 
detention functions as a prison 
where no one faces criminal accu-
sations.
 “It is a civil violation, where they 
sit in a criminal jail in Geauga, Ma-
honing, and Butler County, with 
prisoners serving a criminal sen-

tence,” added Tramonte.
 The annual budget for ICE went 
from less than $6 billion to $85 
billion in just ten years, as part of 
the One, Big, Beautiful Bill Act, a 
sweeping federal statute passed 
on a strictly partisan basis and 
signed into law on July 4, 2025.
 Espinosa said the public re-
sponse is changing the administra-
tion’s tactics. Protests have led to 
the tragic deaths of Good and Petti 
and put the Trump administration 
on its heels.  
 “People have a voice, and that 
voice is loud and clear. The videos 
speak for themselves,” he said, re-
ferring to videos related to the fatal 
shootings.
 The audience applauded after 
Tramonte interrupted with, “White 
people got killed. That is why it 

matters now,” she continued. “We 
have a video of a black woman be-
ing pulled out and thrown onto the 
ground. We did not get the reac-
tion that we are getting now from 
Republicans. It should not take 
so much violence to get people to 
wake up.”
 Authorities apprehended 5-year-
old Liam Conejo Ramos and his 
father in their Minnesota driveway 
and transferred them to a Texas de-
tention facility in January.
 Local offi cials alleged they used 
the child as bait, while the federal 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) stated the operation target-
ed the father, who had a pending 
asylum claim. A federal judge’s rul-
ing the following month released 
them.
 “Civics lesson to the government: 

Administrative warrants issued by 
the executive branch to itself do not 
pass probable cause muster. That 
is called the fox guarding the hen-
house. The Constitution requires 
an independent judicial offi cer,” 
wrote Judge Samuel Frederick Bi-
ery Jr., of the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of Texas.
 Schmitt called the judicial deci-
sion a “backhand,” referring to a 
backhand slap.
 “It is well worth the three-minute 
read. His [Judge Biery Jr.] decision 
is just about as straightforward a 
slap as a judge can ever possibly 
give somebody in that arena,” he 
said.
 “Immigration offi cials are making 
people undocumented who have 
legal status,” said Tramonte when 
asked about the surge of interest in 
immigration policy. People who pay 
taxes are being arrested and held 
in jail, she added. “Their tactics in-
clude people who run businesses 
in our country, work with us, and we 
see at church. It is personal.”
 “Immigrants are more likely to 
be entrepreneurs,” said Espinosa. 
“They employ plenty of people, and 
those numbers are getting lost in 
the political propaganda.”
 Immigrants are being arrested 
and charged with civil offenses, 
not with reentry; immigration law is 
civil, said Tramonte. It is a misde-
meanor, a criminal offense less se-
rious than a felony but more severe 
than an infraction, typically punish-
able by fi nes, probation, communi-
ty service, or up to one year in local 
county jail.
 “It is crazy that ICE is carrying 
guns and hiding their faces,” she 
said. “They look like SWAT teams. 
We never had that level of troops in 
our communities. They are at war 
with us.”
 The United States (U.S.) Su-
preme Court ruled last September, 
in a 6-3 decision, lifting a lower 
court’s restrictions on U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) operations in the Los Angeles 
area. The order allows ICE agents 

to make investigative stops based 
on factors that lower courts previ-
ously deemed to be racial profi ling, 
such as apparent race or ethnicity, 
speaking Spanish or English with 
an accent, type of employment 
(e.g., landscaping, construction), 
and presence in specifi c locations 
(e.g., car washes, bus stops).
 “The ruling gives police and oth-
er federal immigration authorities 
the ability to pull over anyone who 
looks different,” said Espinosa. “For 
God’s sake. It is ridiculous.”
 Schmitt said people do not get 
the system. When detained, they 
do not know what to do next.
 Espinosa explained that rather 
than sit in jail waiting for a hearing, 
which could take months or a year, 
possibly longer, the change in pol-
icy makes it diffi cult for the detain-
ee to get their day in court, so they 
take deportation instead.
 “I own a local landscaping com-
pany,” said Jackie Young, owner 
of Ohio Native Landscapes, during 
the Q&A session, “and the land-
scaping workforce is over 50% im-
migrants. What can we do to advo-
cate for those people? Should we 
have a plan if ICE comes here?”
 “You should have a plan. Have 
a private place in your business 
where ICE agents cannot go; use 
code words to mobilize people into 
those spaces,” offered Espinosa. 
“Do not run. Create a safe space 
for your employees.”
 For legal aid, contact the Ohio 
Immigrant Alliance at 419-777-
4357.
 The City Club of Cleveland full 
podcast is at https://www.cityclub.
org/inc/audio-player.php?event_
id=2177
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Cleveland Clerk of Courts ……………......………. 664-4812
             https://clevelandmunicipalcourt.org
Cleveland Community Police Commission ...........  505-5920
                             www.clecpc.org
Cleveland Public Power …  www.cpp.org…...........  664-460
City Council Offi ces...…...........................................664-2840
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  Ward 4 Council Member Kris Harsh …………..  664-2943
  Ward 7 Council Member Austin Davis……..........664-2691
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Congresswoman Shontel Brown (D-11) …............  522-4900
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U.S. Senator Bernie Moreno  …………....….. 202-224-2315
             www.moreno.senate.gov
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                www.husted.senate.gov
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Cuyahoga County Government................................443-7000
             https://cuyahogacounty.gov
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Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Department .....…...…..443-6000
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District …..........… .443-3749
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Cuyahoga Valley National Park .. ……………440-717-3890
 https://nps.gov/cuva
Emergency Medical Service ……………….......……… 911
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) ……......…..522-1400
Fire Department -Fire Public Education Unit ........ 664-6386
Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority ...... 566-5100
RTA Community Connection Line...........................621-9500
 www.rideRTA.com
RTA Paratransit …………………............………… 566-5244
National Do Not Call Registry ………. https://donotcall.gov
NE Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency................ 241-2414
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District ….......….. 881-8247
Ohio Dept. of Insurance  …….…. https://insurance.ohio.gov
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine …... https://governor.ohio.gov
Ohio State Senators
             21st District: Kent Smith ................. 614-466-4857 
             23rd District:  Nickie J. Antonio .…. 614-466-5123
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           TTY …………………….....…….. 1-800-325-0778
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Asian Services in Action –
International Community Health Center ................. 361-1223
Care Alliance..............................................................535-9100
Case Western Reserve University Dental Clinic….. 368-3200
Circle Health Services …………................……...   721-4010
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Grace Hospital........................................................687-1500
Holy Family Home Health Care & Hospice...440-797-3388
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Hospice of the Western Reserve ……………… 800-707-892
Lutheran Hospital ………………………………… 696-4300
McCafferty Health Center........................................ 664-6603
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MetroHealth Medical Center.........metrohealth.org...778-7800
MetroHealth Ohio City Medical Center….…..…… 696-3876
MetroHealth Old Brooklyn Health Center......….… 957-2100
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Planned Parenthood Old Brooklyn Health Center ...661-0400
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St. Augustine Towers Assisted Living   
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Affordable Care Act www.healthcare.gov.… 1-800-318-2596
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American Red Cross of NEO....................................431-3010
Arthritis Foundation ………………….……… 800-283-7800
Better Health Partnership ………...................…..…250-1077
Canine Companions  ………………...….....  www.canine.org
Catholic Charities Health and Human Services .......334-2900

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless..............432-0540
 www.neoch.org
Providence House...... www.provhouse.org..............651-5982
St. Herman’s House of Hospitality FOCUS..............961-3806
                                                          www.sainthermans.org
St. Malachi Center.www.malachicenter.org..............771-3036
Salvation Army Greater Cleveland............................861-8185
       Harbor Light (Two Parent Families) .................781-3773
Sisters Haven ...................................... www.sisters-haven.org
Trials for Hope ….................................www.Trials4Hope.org
West Side Catholic Center.... www.wsccenter.org ... 631-4741
YWCA’s Norma Herr Women’s Center .................. 479-0020
 

HOUSING PROGRAMS
& RESOURCES

CHN Housing Partners …………………......……...574-7100 
 www.chnhousingpartners.org
Cleveland Board of Zoning Appeals ……….…….. 664-2580
Cle. Dept. of Aging Senior Homeowner Assistance..664-2833
Cleveland Department of Building & Housing …... 664-2282
Cleveland Department of Community Development
             Housing Rehabilitation Programs............ 664-2045
             Housing Development Offi ce……....…..  664-2869
Cleveland Furniture Bank ……………...........…...  459-2265
Cleveland Housing Court .........................................664-4295
Cleveland Restoration Society...................................426-1000
Community Housing Solutions………..............……651-0077
Cuyahoga County Auditor..https://cuyahogacountyauditor.net 
Cuyahoga Land Bank......cuyahogalandbank.org......698-8853
Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority CMHA 431-1471
CMHA Progressive Action Council ……….......…. 432-5536
Fair Housing Center for Rights and Research ......... 361-9240
Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity .................429-1299
          www.clevelandhabitat.org
Home Repair Resource Center ……….......………. 381-6100
Neighborhood Assistance Corp. of Amer .........425-602-6222
Northeast Ohio Apartment Association ................... 241-1635
Ohio Housing Finance Agency .........................888-362-6432
Rebuilding Together Northeast Ohio …….….. 330-773-4100
ReStore -Habitat for Humanity ……….......……… 429-1299
Right to Counsel Cleveland Free Eviction Help.......861-5835 
 www.FreeEvictionHelp.org
Step Forward …… www.stepforwardtoday.org .....  696-9077
Tenant Information Line (Legal Aid) ...................... 861-5955
Western Reserve Land Conservancy ………… 440-528-4150

IMMIGRATION & 
REFUGEE SERVICES

Asian Services in Action (ASIA) 330-535-3263 asiaohio.org
Building Hope in the City …………………..……281-4673
                                      www.buildinghopeinthecity.org
Catholic Charities Migration and Refugee Services.939-3737
Inter-Religious Task Force on Central America........961-0003
                                                   www.IRTFcleveland.org
Legal Aid Society Naturalization Clinic……... 888-817-3777
Legal Aid Detained Immigrant Intake Line .............861-5700
Ohio Immigrant Alliance ............... https://ohioimmigrant.org
 ICE Raid and Police Abuse Hotline...419-777-4357
Joseph House…......................................................…431-7200 
                                             josephhouseofcleveland.org
Partnership for Good Health......partnershipforgoodhealth.org
Refugee Services Collaborative............www.rsccleveland.org
Re:Source Cleveland..263-3877...www.resourcecleveland.org
Smart Development Inc…………...………………..309-0833
U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants ……781-4560
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Candid ……………………………………. https://candid.org
Cleveland Memory Project ..........www.clevelandmemory.org
        (digital copies of newspapers from Plain Press archives)
Cleveland Public Library Main Branch.....................623-2800
 www.cpl.org
 Homebound Service Department............. 623-7005
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 Brooklyn Branch …...……….....………. 623-6920
 Carnegie West Branch................................623-6927
 Eastman Branch ……...………......…….. 623-6955
 Fulton Branch............................................623-6969
 Jefferson Branch....................................... 623-7004
 Lorain Branch …...……………...……… 623-7011
 Public Administration Library …....……. 623-2919
 Rockport …………………...……...…… 623-7053
 South..........................................................623-7060
 South Brooklyn …………...…....……… 623-7067
CSU Library (Plain Press issues) …...……………. 687-2479
Cuyahoga County Public Library....www.cuyahogalibrary.org
Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled.623-2911
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MENTAL HEALTH & HELP LINES
Alcohol, Drug Addiction Mental Health Services.....241-3400
 www.adamhscc.org
Applewood Centers... www.applewoodcenters.org...459-9827
Beech Brook Assertive Community Treatment.........831-2255
Catholic Charities Outpatient Mental Health..1-800-860-7373
 www.ccdocle.org
Centers’ H.O.P.E. Campus ……............................... 416-4277
Cornerstone of Hope……………………….………524-3787
www.cornerstoneofhope.org 
Courage to Caregivers ………………….......…….. 536-7699
 www.couragetocaregivers.org
Cuyahoga County 24-Hour Suicide Prevention, Ment Health/ 
       Addiction Crisis Information & Referral Hotline....... 988
Depression & Bipolar Support Alliance. www.dbsalliance.org

 www.escneo.org/ParentSupportLeadProgram.aspx
Centers Family Support Services………………….320-9520
Connecting for Kids  ........................................440-570-5908
             www.connectingforkids.org
Healthy Fathering Collaborative .................211 or  245-7842
                   www.neofathering.net
MomsFirst Cleveland Dept of Public Health............664-4194
Triple P-Positive Parenting Program........................ 698-7500

SENIORS
AARP Foundation Cleveland  …………………… 881-1155
A Place for Us……………………..……...….. 844-329-9215
Benjamin Rose Institute.............................................791-8000
    Rose Centers for Aging Well  -- Gunning Park ... 373-1917
   Riverview Towers – Meal Site ..….…… 373-1916
Cleveland Department of Aging................................664-2833
Cleveland State University Project 60.......................687-5411
Cleveland Westside Village……………......……… 714-2814
   …… https://clevelandwestside.helpfulvillage.com
Cuyahoga Community College Program 60 .......… 987-6000
Cuyahoga County Division Senior&Adult Services 420-6700
Golden Buckeye Card (Ohio Dept of Aging).1-800-422-1976
Greater Cleveland Volunteers …….......................... 391-9500
Hispanic Senior Center............................................. 939-3713
Kirby Manor of Villa St. Rose........................1-800-388-2151
Livable Cuyahoga ………………..…………….…..263-4670
Long Term Care Ombudsman.www.ltco.org..1-800-365-3112
National Caucus & Center on Black Aging ..... 202-637-8400
Ohio Senior Health Insurance Info Prog...........800-686-1578
Older Person Law Unit..(Legal Aid) ……….. 888-817-3777
Senior Citizen Resources Inc. (Old Brooklyn) ….... 749-5367
Senior Comm. Service Employment Program 800-554-5335
West Side Community House Healthy Aging Center
                                                      ..        771-7297  ext. 303
Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging...................621-0303
Family Caregiver Support........................................ 586-3441
                               www.areaagingsolutions.org

SUBSTANCE ABUSE
TREATMENT

Addiction/Mental Health Crisis Hotline: … 623-6888 or 988
Alcohol Drug Addiction Mental Health Services .. 241-3400
             www.adamhscc.org
Alcoholics Anonymous ............................................241-7387
Al-Anon & Alateen....................................................621-1381
Catholic Charities Services- Substance Abuse Treatment
                                    ..........www.ccdocle.org ...… 334-2900
Covenant Center………………...........……………..624-4326
Community Action Against Addiction......................881-0765
Edna House for Women …https://ednahouse.org.... 281-7751
Frontline Services Mobile Crisis Team .…... 623-6888 or 988
Hispanic Urban Minority Alcohol and Drug Abuse
   Outreach Program (HUMADAOP)......... 459-1222
Hitchcock Center for Women ……..……......…….. 421-0662
MetroHealth Behavioral Health Services .................778-4428
MetroHealth Project DAWN  (Naloxone)…........… 387-6290
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)....1-888-GET-HOPE (438-4673)
             NA Western Area General Service (WAGS)
                                          www.wagsna.com
Northern Ohio Recovery Association (NORA).........391-6672
                                                 www.norainc.org
St. Vincent Charity Rosary Hall …………………. 363-2580
Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center…...…..881-2625
Stella Maris ……………………........................….  781-0550
                                             www.stellamariscleveland.com
Thrive for Change… https://thrive4change.org ...... 598-5647
Women’s Recovery Center  www.womensctr.org ....651-1450
Y-Haven Residential Treatment and Recovery Cntr. 431-2018

YOUTH
Bellefaire JCB …… www.bellefairejcb.org …..….. 932-2800
Bethel Church Youth Services ………………. 440-243-9001
Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Greater Cleveland .......621-8223
Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast Ohio……..........883-2106
Centers’ H.O.P.E. Campus ……............................... 416-4277
City of Cleveland’s Youth Diversion Program......... 664-6250
Cleveland Police Athletic League www.clepal.org .623-3360
Cleveland Public Library Studio 525
                                                     ... https://cpl.org/studio-525
Cuyahoga County Division of Children & Family Services
             Foster & Adoption…................................ 881-5775
Cuyahoga County Juvenile Justice Center............... 443-8400
Girl Scouts of North East Ohio   ……..……… 800-852-4474
Heaventrain Cleveland www.lighthousecle.org 877-629-5621
Hispanic UMADAOP
            Project Niños & Youth In Action............. 459-1222
House of Champions…............................................ 630-7368
   www.houseofchampions.org
Junior Achievement of Greater Cleveland.................861-8080
Malachi Center..........................................................771-3036
Merrick House …… www.merrickhouse.org …… 771-5077
Near West Recreation………………………………781-3222
OhioGuidestone ………………....................... 844-622-5564
Open Doors Academy…… odacle.org……………  229-1900
Rollin’ Buckeyez Foundation ........................1-888-267-8011
                       www.rollinbuckeyezfoundation.org
Salvation Army Ohio City Corps……….....……… 631-1515
Scouting America - Lake Erie Council.....................861-6060
West Denison Baseball Leagues .............................. 251-5790
West Side Community House
             Resilient Youth Program …........ 771-7297 ext. 315
             Strong Families Program .....….. 771-7297 ext. 323
Youth for Christ (YFC) . https://yfccleveland.org . 252-9881
             City Life Center
 Deaf Teen Quest
Youth Opportunities Unlimited ................................566-5445
              www.youthopportunities.org
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the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
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               PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Friday, February 13, 2026; CentroVilla25, 3140 W. 25th Street: Estefany 
Salomon and Ana Morales serve up Cuban food at Sazõn Latino. The 
stand is owned by Danielly Chávez.

America.” She stressed the impor-
tance of the community showing 
its support “at a time when we are 
being persecuted by our own gov-
ernment.”
 CentroVilla25 Events Marketing 
Manager Ivelys Colón and Mar-
keting Manager Roselyn Nuños 
described a recent event held at 
CentroVilla25 on February 13th

called a Galentine Accessory Swap. 

They said about 20 to 30 women 
gathered to exchange accessories 
on the day before Valentine’s Day. 
Other activities at CentroVilla25 
include zumba, yoga, and market 
activations. They said plans for this 
summer call for use of the outdoor 
plaza space to host 60 or 70 vendors 
for a community celebration.
 Colón and Nuños offered a list 
of seven food vendors that have 
signed three-year leases for kiosks 
in CentroVilla25, and six entrepre-
neurs that have rented retail kiosks.

 The food vendors offer a variety of 
Latin American cuisine: Tumbao58 
(Venezelan), Flying Pig Taxos 
(Mexican), Antojitos Salvadorenos 
(Salvadorian), La Esquina Domini-
cana (Dominican Republic), Sazon 
Latino (Cuban), El Kiosquito Boric-
ua (Puerto Rican), and Café Roig 
(Puerto Rican Coffee).
 The retail kiosks are: Mine Jew-
elry (hand crafted jewelry), Joel 
Rodriguez (Keller Williams Realtor), 
Tabako 1491 (Tabacco & Indigenous 
Shop), Vintage & Vaina (collectables 
and vintage), Alnairis’ Custom De-
sign (custom printing), Cary’s 15 
Boutique (custom dress design, 
cups, t-shirts, tumblers).
 One of the retail operators, Rein-
aldo DeJesus, owner of Vintage & 
Vaina, rents two kiosks. He offers 
space for local artists to sell items 
such as pop culture items made with 
3-dimensional printers, and Puerto 
Rican and Caribbean cultural items, 
teas and handmade soaps.
 While all the food vendor spaces 
have been rented, four retail kiosks 
are still available at CentroVilla25. 
For more information about renting 
a space, call Randy Cedeña at the 
Hispanic Business Center at 216-
281-4422.
 A modern commercial kitchen at 
CentroVilla25 is available for rent 
by the hour to food vendors in the 
building as well as being available 
to food entrepreneurs in the wider 
community. Food Service Manager 
Karl Primous runs the kitchen. He is 
also available to help food business-
es to obtain any licenses, insurance 
or food safety certifi cates they need.
 NEOHCED Executive Assistant 
Noelitza Dunn, providing a tour 
CentroVilla25, introduced Plain 
Press staff to Luis Roman, who is 
working to open Hula Island Provi-
sions, a grocery and food factory. 
Roman plans to offer Amish butter 
and cheeses, fresh salads, Carib-
bean marinates, infused oils and 
empanadas. Roman plans to have 
a Consumer Products Goods wall in 
the market where local community 
members can sell food products 
they make. 
 Hula Island Provisions, which 
Roman hopes to be able to open 

later this year, will be the largest 
retail space in CentroVilla25. It will 
open into the rear parking lot on the 
West Side of the building.
 NEOHCED President and Chief 
Executive Offi cer Jenice Contreras 
says a long-term goal involves cre-
ating a master plan that involves 
expanding to multiple buildings in 
the neighborhood and providing a 
huge economic benefi t to the area.
 As CentroVilla25 continues to 
grow, expand, and offer more events 
and opportunities to the community, 
it seeks both volunteers and donors.

continued from page one
CENTROVILLA25

drug addiction, alcoholic treatment 
or rehab program are also exempt.  
 Anyone who does not meet the 
new work requirement will be al-
lowed to receive benefi ts for only 
three months in a three-year period 
until they submit proof that they meet 
the work requirement for 30 days or 
get an exemption.
 A person who has satisfi ed the 
unpaid work hours requirement 
must complete the Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents (ABA) 
Verifi cation of Unpaid Hours Form 
(Form number 07410). The form can 
be found online at www.odjfs.state.
oh.us/forms/ and then submitted at 
ssp.benefi ts.ohio.gov or by mail or in 
person to the Cuyahoga JFS offi ce 
at 1641 Payne Avenue, Cleveland, 
OH 44114.
 The Cuyahoga County Hunger 
Response Team has published an 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
page about SNAP work require-
ments, available at: cuyahogacoun-
ty.gov/hunger-response-team2

 Food assistance resources 
are available at: Greater Cleve-
land Food Bank – Community 
Resource Center, 15500 S. Wa-
terloo Rd., Cleveland, OH 44110, 
phone: 216-738-2067great-
erclevelandfoodbank.org/crc;
For food pantries:  greatercleve-
landfoodbank.org/get-help/find-
food; United Way 2-1-1, Informa-
tion on food pantries, shelters and 
more. Online chat: 211oh.org; and 
Find Food - Hunger Network Infor-

mation on food pantries hunger-
network.org/fi nd-help/fi nd-food/.

 Legal Aid may be able to help with 
benefi t issues. Call 888-817-3777 
or complete an online intake 
at lasclev.org/apply.  For a com-
plete list of Legal Aid Brief Advice 
Clinics visit: lasclev.org/clinics
 Editor’s Note: Tonya Sams is the 
Development and Communications 
Manager at the Legal Aid Society of 
Cleveland.

continued from page one
SNAP BENEFITS

 On March 7th, CentroVilla25 will 
host a 1st Year Anniversary Bash. 
Details about the fundraiser can be 
found under Events on the Centro-
Villa25 website at www.cv25.org.
 Information about NEOHCED and 
CentroVilla25 is also available on 
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and 
X. NEOHCED can also be reached 
by phone at 216-281-4422. Or you 
can visit in person. CentroVilla25 is 
open Tuesday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Saturday and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. It is 
closed on Mondays.
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